
 Why Go?
Largely untamed and raw, the islands of Papua New Guinea 
are not your classic beach paradise. Here you’ll live out your 
Indiana Jones fantasies, blazing a trail of your own amid 
wild jungles. The adventure starts by climbing the volcanoes 
near Rabaul, looking for WWII relics on the Gazelle Penin-
sula, paddling through lagoons mottled with pristine reefs 
near Kavieng, exploring the rugged beauty of Bougainville 
or escaping to an island off  Lavongai (New Hanover).

 The islands’ bounty goes beneath the surface, with its un-
beatable repertoire of diving adventures. Shipwrecks, fi sh life 
in abundance and thriving reefs are the rewards of diving here. 
Surfers rave about the uncrowded waves off  New Ireland.

 Be ready for a culture shock, too. These islands are home to 
tiny villages where people lead lives that have changed little 
over centuries. If you plan a visit in July, try to make it coin-
cide with the authentic Warwagira Festival of masked dance.

 When to Go

 Dec–Mar Cy-
clone season, 
which can bring 
high winds and 
rough seas.

 Nov–Apr The 
wet season; ideal 
surfing, with 
decent swell.
 

May–Oct The 
dry season, with 
slightly cooler 
temperatures.
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 Best Places to 
Stay

 »  Walindi Plantation Resort 
(p 150 )

 »  Rapopo Plantation Resort 
(p 143 )

 »  Nusa Island Retreat 
(p 154 )

 »  Clem’s Place (p 157 )
 »  Dalom (p 157 )

 Best Activities
 »  Diving Kimbe Bay (p 149 )
 »  Cycling Boluminski Hwy 

(p 158 )
 »  Surfing off Kavieng (p 153 )
 »  Trekking up Mt Balbi 

(p 162 )

 Island Provinces
 POP 560,000  /  AREA 28,450 SQ KM
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�1  Scuba diving some of the 
world’s most fecund reefs in 
Kimbe Bay (p 26 )

�

2 Scaling extinct Kombiu 
(Mt Mother; p 149 ) and 
feasting your eyes on the 
360-degree views of Rabaul, 
Gazelle Peninsula and Mt 
Tavurvur

�3 Relaxing with a book and a 
fresh coconut on a blow-your-
mind beach off  Lavongai (New 
Hanover; p 156 )

 Island Provinces Highlights




