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	 %	� Telephone  
number

	 h	 Opening hours
	 p	 Parking
	 n	 Nonsmoking
	 a	 Air-conditioning
	 i	 Internet access
	 W	Wi-fi access
	 s	 Swimming pool
	 v	� Vegetarian selec-

tion
	 E	� English-language 

menu
	 c	 Family-friendly

	 #	 Pet-friendly
	 g	 Bus
	 f	 Ferry
	 j	 Tram
	 d	 Train
	apt	apartments
	 d	 double rooms
	dm	dorm beds
	 q	 quad rooms
	 r	 rooms
	 s	 single rooms
	ste	 suites 
	 tr	 triple rooms
	tw	 twin rooms
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In the Destinations section: 
All reviews are ordered in our authors’ 
preference, starting with their most 
preferred option. Additionally:

Sights are arranged in the geographic 
order that we suggest you visit them and, 
within this order, by author preference.

Eating and Sleeping reviews are ordered by 
price range (budget, midrange, top end) and, 
within these ranges, by author preference.

Map Legend

Walk Track/Path

River/Creek
Intermittent River
Swamp/Mangrove
Canal
Water
Dry/Salt/
Intermittent Lake
Glacier

Beach
Cemetery
(Christian)
Cemetery (Other)
Park
Forest

Sportsground

International

Cliff

Capital (National)
Capital
(State/Province)
City/Large Town
Town/Village

State/Province

Steps
Plaza/Mall

Pedestrian
Overpass

Tunnel

Walk Route
Linked Trip
Trip Detour
Trip Route

Airport

Underground
Train Station

Train/Railway

Cable Car/
Funicular

Transport

US Interstate Hwy 
US National Hwy

California State Hwy

Reservation
Urban Area

Trip Stop

Tram

Trip 
Numbers

2

#9

Walking tour

Trip Detour

Hydrography

Areas

Boundaries

Population

Routes

Highway Route Markers

[Ù97

VUÓ5
dk44

Trips

Parking

1

Lane
Tertiary

Tollway
Freeway
Primary
Secondary

Unsealed Road

place-
holder
mapWalk Track/Path

River/Creek
Intermittent River
Swamp/Mangrove
Canal
Water
Dry/Salt/
Intermittent Lake
Glacier

Beach
Cemetery
(Christian)
Cemetery (Other)
Park
Forest

Sportsground

International

Cliff

Capital (National)
Capital
(State/Province)
City/Large Town
Town/Village

State/Province

Steps
Plaza/Mall

Pedestrian
Overpass

Tunnel

Walk Route
Linked Trip
Trip Detour
Trip Route

Airport

Underground
Train Station

Train/Railway

Cable Car/
Funicular

Transport

US Interstate Hwy 
US National Hwy

California State Hwy

Reservation
Urban Area

Trip Stop

Tram

Trip 
Numbers

2

#9

Walking Tour

Trip Detour

Hydrography

Areas

Boundaries

Population

Routes

Highway Route Markers

[Ù97

VUÓ5
dk44

Trips

Parking

1

Lane
Tertiary

Tollway
Freeway
Primary
Secondary

Unsealed Road



CONTENTS

PLAN YOUR TRIP

Welcome to Pacific Coast  
Highways .......................................... 5

Pacific Coast Highways Map........... 6

Pacific Coast Highways  
Highlights.......................................... 8

San Francisco City Guide...............10

Los Angeles City Guide...................11

Need to Know...................................12

ROAD TRIPS

1 Pacific Coast  
Highways	 7–10 Days	17

2Northern  
Redwood Coast	 5 Days	 29

3 Big  
Sur	 2 Days	 37

4 Disneyland & Orange  
County Beaches	 2 Days	 43

DESTINATIONS

San Francisco ................................ 54

Northern Coast & Redwoods......... 66

Mendocino...................................... 66

Fort Bragg....................................... 68

Eureka............................................. 69

Trinidad............................................70

Patrick’s Point State Park.............71

Humboldt Lagoons State Park.....72

Central Coast...................................74

Santa Cruz.......................................74

Monterey......................................... 77

San Luis Obispo............................. 80

Santa Barbara County.................... 82

Santa Barbara................................ 82

Santa Barbara Wine Country....... 86

Los Olivos........................................ 88

Solvang............................................ 89

Los Angeles..................................... 90

Disneyland & Orange County........ 98

Disneyland...................................... 98

Orange County Beaches..............101

Laguna Beach...............................102

Newport Beach.............................103

Huntington Beach........................104

San Diego.......................................106

CALIFORNIA 
DRIVING 
GUIDE................ 114

3333



NATE CAVALIERI 
Born and raised in rural 
Michigan, Nate Cavalieri has a 
sentimental soft spot for the 
piquant cow pastures, political 
radicals and sleepy one-

stoplight towns of Northern California. He authors 
guides for Lonely Planet on the US, Central America 
and the Caribbean, writes about music and maintains 
several fictional twitter accounts about professional 
cycling. He lives in Oakland. Look him up at www.
natecavalieri.com.
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Adam Skolnick has written 
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ESPN.com. He has authored or co-authored 25 Lonely 
Planet guidebooks. Find him on Twitter and Instagram 
(@adamskolnick).
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Andy is a true Angeleno, not 
because he was born in Los 
Angeles but because he’s made 
it his own. This native New 
Englander drove cross-country to 

work in film production, and eventually realized that the 
joy was in the journey (and writing about it). He writes 
the Seat 1A travel site for Forbes, and his writing has also 
appeared in the Los Angeles Times, in-flight magazines 
and over three dozen LP titles. Current obsessions: 
discovering SoCal’s next great ethnic enclave, and 
photographing winter sunsets over the Pacific. 
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After graduating from college, 
Sara jumped on a plane to 
California with just one suitcase 
and $100 in her pocket. She has 
bounced around the Golden 

State ever since, including in the Sierra Nevada, where 
she worked as a seasonal park ranger. The author 
of over 50 travel and nonfiction books, Sara also 
coordinated Lonely Planet’s California guide. Follow her 
adventures online at www.indietraveler.blogspot.com, 
www.indietraveler.net and @indie_traveler on Twitter.

Read more about Sara at:  
www.lonelyplanet.com/members/Sara_Benson

 

ALISON BING 
Over 10 guidebooks and 20 
years in San Francisco, author 
Alison Bing has spent more 
time on Alcatraz than some 
inmates, become an aficionado 

of drag and burritos, and willfully ignored Muni signs 
warning that “safety requires avoiding unnecessary 
conversation.”
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Celeste’s ancestors moved to 
Northern California in 1906 and 
this is the region she will always 
consider home. After 15 years 
in French Polynesia she now 
lives in the Pacific Northwest 

and was thrilled to head south to explore and imbibe 
the treasures of her old stomping grounds, hike 
snowy peaks, find petroglyphs in caves, be awed by 
redwoods and seduced by the wild coast. Find out 
more about Celeste at www.celestebrash.com. 
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