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OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and 
a sense of adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and 
Maureen Wheeler needed for the trip of a lifetime 
– across Europe and Asia overland to Australia. It 
took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and 
stapling together their first travel guide, Across Asia 
on the Cheap. Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. 
Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and Oakland, with more than 
600 staff and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three 
things: inform, educate and amuse’.
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Aboriginal art 58‑9, see also 

art galleries
Aboriginal Fine Arts  

Gallery 85, 86
accommodation 13, see also 

individual locations
activities, see individual 

activities, locations
Adelaide 11, 39, 92‑103, 94-5

accommodation 96‑8
activities 95
drinking & nightlife 100‑1
entertainment 101‑2
festivals & events 96
food 98‑100
history 93
information 103
shopping 102‑3
sights 93‑5
tours 95

Aileron 26
Alice Springs 20‑1, 26, 34, 

60‑8, 62-3
accommodation 65‑6
activities 63‑4
drinking 66‑7
entertainment 67
festivals & events 64‑5
food 66
information 67‑8

shopping 67
sights 60‑2
tours 64
transport 68

Alice Springs Cup  
Carnival 64

Angkerle, see Standley 
Chasm (Angkerle)

Anzac Hill 34, 62
aquariums 75, 78
Araluen Cultural Precinct 

21, 60
art galleries, see also  

Aboriginal art, museums
Aboriginal Fine Arts  

Gallery 85, 86
Art Gallery of South 

Australia 93
Broken Hill Regional Art 

Gallery 110
Jack Absalom’s Gallery 111
Mbantua Fine Art  

Gallery 85
Museum & Art Gallery of 

the Northern  
Territory 79

Nyinkka Nyunyu 70
Pro Hart Gallery 111
Top Didj Cultural  

Experience & Art  
Gallery 73 

arts festivals
Adelaide Festival 96
Adelaide Fringe 96
Alice Desert Festival 65

Alice Springs Beanie 
Festival 64

Darwin Aboriginal Art 
Fair 80

Australian Arid Lands 
Botanic Garden 38

Australian Fossil & Mineral 
Museum 42‑3, 104

Ayers Rock, see Uluru (Ayers 
Rock)

B
Barrow Creek 26
Bathurst 42‑3, 44, 104‑5
beer 100
Beer Can Regatta 80
Bicentennial Park 87
bicycle travel 64, 68, 95, 96
Bourke 44‑5, 107‑8
Broken Hill 47, 110‑13, 112
bushwalking

Alice Springs 63
Finke Gorge National 

Park 21
Kata Tjuta 54
Kings Canyon 56
Munghorn Gap Nature 

Reserve 44
Mungo National Park 109

business hours 13
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Cadney Homestead 36‑7
Camel Cup 64000 Map pages
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camel riding 63
canoeing 30, 73, see also 

kayaking
car hire 114‑15
car insurance 114
car rental 114‑15
cars, see driving
Casuarina Beach 79
cell phones 12
cemeteries

West Terrace Cemetery 93
Bourke’s Historic  

Cemetery 44, 107
climate 12
Cobar 45
Coober Pedy 37‑8, 88‑91, 90
costs 13
crocodiles 30, 73, 75, 79, 86
Crocosaurus Cove 75, 86
cultural tours 58

Adelaide 95
Alice Springs 64
Darwin 79
Uluru (Ayers Rock) 55

cycling 64, 68, 95, 96
Cyclone Tracy 79

D
Daly Waters 29‑30, 71
Darwin 10, 30, 75‑87, 76-7

accommodation 80‑2
activities 79
drinking & nightlife 83‑4
entertainment 84‑5
festivals & events 80
food 82‑3
shopping 85
sights 75, 78‑9
tours 79‑80
walking tour 86‑7, 87

Devil’s Marbles 9, 26‑7

driving 114‑21
automobile associations 

120
car hire 114‑15
documents 114
fuel 116‑17
maps 115
road distance chart 117
road rules 116
road trains 119
safety 115‑16, 117‑21
websites 115

driving licences 114
Dubbo 44, 106‑7
dugout homes & churches 

88‑9

E
East MacDonnell Ranges 36
Ellery Creek Big Hole 22, 68
emergencies 12

F
festivals & events, see arts 

festivals, food festivals, 
Indigenous festivals,  
music festivals, individual 
locations

Finke Gorge National Park 21
Flying Doctor Service 61
Flynn, John 68
food 13, see also individual 

locations
food festivals 43, 96, 97
fuel 116‑17

G
galleries, see art galleries
gardens, see parks &  

gardens
gas 116‑17
Glen Helen Gorge 23
Gulgong 43‑4

H
Henbury Meteorite Craters 

35‑6
Hermannsburg (Ntaria) 21
hiking, see bushwalking

I
Indigenous art, see  

Aboriginal art
Indigenous culture 58‑9
Indigenous festivals 59
insurance 114
internet access 12

J
Johnson, Amy 29, 71

K
Kata Tjuta (The Olgas) 

19‑20, 54‑6, 55
Katherine 30, 71‑5, 72
kayaking 91, see also  

canoeing
Kings Canyon 20, 56‑7, 57

L
Lake Mungo 46
Lameroo Beach 87
Larrimah 30
Lawson, Henry 43‑4
Lyons Cottage 86

M
MacDonnell Ranges 21, 22‑3, 

36, 68‑9
Mad Max 2 Museum 46
maps 115
markets

Adelaide 93, 98
Alice Springs 67
Darwin 83, 84

124124

IN
D

EX C-M



Marla 36
Mataranka 30
Menindee Lakes 46
Mereenie Loop Road 20
Mindil Beach Sunset  

Market 84
mines 70, 88
mobile phones 12
money 13
motor racing 64, 104
motorcycles, see driving
Mount Panorama  

Motor Racing Circuit 43
mountain biking 64, 109
Mt Olga 19
Mt Sonder 23
Mudgee 43, 44, 105‑6
Mundi Mundi Lookout 46
Mungo National Park 9, 46‑7, 

108‑10
museums, see also art 

galleries
Albert Kersten Mining & 

Minerals Museum 111
Alice Springs Transport 

Heritage Centre 61
Australian Fossil & Mineral 

Museum 42‑3, 104
Back O’Bourke Exhibition 

Centre 107
Central Australia Aviation 

Museum 61
Katherine Museum 73
Mad Max 2 Museum 46
Museum & Art Gallery of 

the Northern  
Territory 79

Museum of Central  
Australia 60

Museum of Economic 
Botany 93

National Motor Racing 
Museum 43, 104

National Wine Centre of 
Australia 93

Old Dubbo Gaol 106
Old Timers Mine 88
Royal Flying Doctor  

Service Museum 61
School of the Air 61
South Australian  

Museum 93
Western Plains Cultural 

Centre 106
music 118
music festivals

Darwin Blues Festival 80
Katherine Country Music 

Muster 73
WOMADelaide 97

N
Namatjira, Albert 21
national parks, see also 

parks & gardens
Finke Gorge National 

Park 21
Mungo National Park 9, 

46‑7, 108‑10
Nitmiluk (Katherine Gorge) 

National Park 30
Uluru‑Kata Tjuta National 

Park 19‑20, 54‑6, 55
Watarrka National Park 

20, 56‑7
West MacDonnell National 

Park 68
National Wine Centre of 

Australia 93
Newcastle Waters 28‑9
Nitmiluk (Katherine Gorge) 

National Park 30

O
Ochre Pits 22, 68
Olgas, the, see Kata Tjuta 

(the Olgas)
opals 45, 88

opening hours 13
Ormiston Gorge 22‑3, 69
Outback New South Wales 

(NSW) 40‑7, 104‑13

P
Palm Valley 21
Parap Village Market 83
parks & gardens, see also 

national parks
Adelaide Botanic  

Gardens 93
Australian Arid Lands 

Botanic Garden 91
George Brown Botanic 

Gardens 75
Olive Pink Botanic  

Garden 62
Parliament House  

(Darwin) 87
petrol 116‑17
Port Augusta 38, 91‑2

R
Rainbow Valley 36, 64
Redbank Gorge 23, 69
road rules 116
rock art 58
rock climbing 91
Royal Flying Doctor Service 

Base 110

S
safety 115‑16, 117‑18
sailing 80, 91
scenic flights 20, 38, 56‑7, 89
School of the Air 111
Serpentine Gorge 22, 68
shopping, see markets,  

individual locations
Silverton 46
sporting events

Alice Springs Cup  
Carnival 64000 Map pages
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sporting events continued
Alice Springs Rodeo 64
Bathurst 1000 104
Camel Cup 64
Finke Desert Race 64
Tour Down Under 96

Standley Chasm (Angkerle) 
21, 68

Stuarts Well 34‑5
swimming 79

T
telephone services 12
Tennant Creek 28, 70‑1
tipping 13
Tnorala (Grosse Bluff) 23, 69
transport 13, see also driving
Tyler Pass Lookout 23

U
Uluru (Ayers Rock) 9, 17‑23, 

50‑1, 53, 50

Uluru‑Kata Tjuta Cultural 
Centre 19, 55

Uluru‑Kata Tjuta National 
Park 19‑20, 54‑6, 55

V
Valley of the Winds 19, 54

W
Wadlata Outback Centre 

38, 92
walking tour (Darwin) 86‑7, 

87
Walpa Gorge 20, 54
Watarrka National Park 20, 

56‑7
weather 12
websites 115
West MacDonnell National 

Park 68
West MacDonnell Ranges 21, 

22‑3, 68‑9
White Cliffs 45

wi‑fi 12
Wilcannia 45‑6, 108
Willandra Lakes Region 

World Heritage Area 46
windsurfing 91
wine 93, 96, 106
wineries 43, 93, 105
WWII Oil‑Storage Tunnels 

78, 87

Y
Yulara (Ayers Rock Resort) 

51‑4, 52

Z
zoos

Adelaide Zoo 93
Crocosaurus Cove 75, 86
Taronga Western Plains 

Zoo 106
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MEG WORBY
In researching this title, this was 
Meg’s 780th re-entry into her 
most habitable home state of 
South Australia. She is a former 
member of Lonely Planet’s 
languages, editorial, web and 

publishing teams in Melbourne and London.
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OUR  
WRITERS

ANTHONY HAM 
Anthony was born in Melbourne, 
grew up in Sydney and has spent 
much of his adult life travelling 
the world. He recently returned 
to Australia after 10 years living 

in Madrid and brings to this guide more than 15 years’ 
experience as a travel writer. As a recently returned 
expat, Anthony is loving the opportunity to rediscover 
his country and indulge his passion for wilderness. 
He brings to the book the unique perspective of 
knowing the land intimately and yet seeing it anew 
as if through the eyes of an outsider. Check out his 
website, anthonyham.com.

CAROLYN BAIN
Every summer of her childhood, 
Carolyn’s family whizzed 
through regional NSW (twice) 
on the 3500km return journey 
from their home near Melbourne 

to the beaches of the Gold Coast. On this research 
trip Carolyn had considerably more time to explore, 
and covered 6500km of glorious NSW scenery under 
big blue skies, from the scorching sands of Mungo 
to the vineyards of Mudgee. The outback’s 40°C 
temps made a change from her usual travel-writing 
stomping grounds of Iceland and Denmark. Read 
more at carolynbain.com.au.

ALAN MURPHY
Alan has travelled extensively 
across Australia and worked on 
several Australian guidebook 
titles for Lonely Planet. The 
Northern Territory, with 

its ancient landscapes, outback characters and 
Indigenous culture holds a special place in his heart. 
On this research trip he criss-crossed the enormous 
expanse of the Territory and loved discovering new 
places. Alan has also written several online articles on 
the NT’s Indigenous Australians and feels privileged 
to have had the opportunity of learning more about 
their culture on this trip.

CHARLES  
RAWLINGS-WAY
As a likely lad, Charles suffered 
in shorts through Tasmanian 
winters, and in summer 
counted the days til he visited 

his grandparents in Adelaide. With desert-hot days, 
cool swimming pools and four TV stations, this flat 
city held paradisiacal status. Charles has penned 
20- something Lonely Planet guidebooks. 
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