
SEND US YOUR FEEDBACK 
We love to hear from travellers – your comments keep us on our toes and help make our books 
better. Our well-travelled team reads every word on what you loved or loathed about this book. 
Although we cannot reply individually to your submissions, we always guarantee that your feed-
back goes straight to the appropriate authors, in time for the next edition. Each person who sends 
us information is thanked in the next edition – the most useful submissions are rewarded with a 
selection of digital PDF chapters.

Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions or to ask for help. 
Our award-winning website also features inspirational travel stories, news and discussions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such 
as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you don’t want your comments 
reproduced or your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/
privacy.

338338

AUTHOR THANKS
Charles Rawlings-Way
Thanks to the many generous, knowledgeable 
and quietly self-assured Kiwis I met on the road. 
Huge thanks to Tasmin Waby for signing me 
up, and the in-house LP content deities who 
electrified this CMS Frankenstein. Humongous 
gratitude to my tireless, witty and professional 
co-authors – Lee, Sarah and Peter – who always 
bring the humour and the class. Most of all, 
thanks to Meg, Ione and Remy for holding the 
fort while I was away.

Sarah Bennett & Lee Slater
Thanks to everyone who helped us on the road, 
including tourism organisations, DOC and vis-
itor centre staff, business operators and trav-
ellers. Thanks also to friends and family who 
provided a park for the campervan, a fridge for 
the flagon, and company on vital research mis-
sions. Finally, thanks to our fellow NZ authors 
for the camaraderie, as always, and Tasmin 
Waby for leading the team.

Peter Dragicevich
I owe a great deal of thanks to Hamish, Jill and 
John Blennerhassett in Wanaka, Scott and 
Sophie Kennedy in Queenstown and Michael 
Wilson in Invercargill. Special thanks to Michael 
Woodhouse for his comradeship on the road 
in Otago. And to all of my Auckland friends and 
family who enthusiastically supped and gorged 
with me in the city’s bars and restaurants, good 
work!

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Climate map data adapted from Peel MC, 
Finlayson BL & McMahon TA (2007) ‘Updated 
World Map of the Köppen-Geiger Climate 
Classification’, Hydrology and Earth System 
Sciences, 11, 163344.

Cover photograph: Fiordland National Park, 
Robert Harding World Imagery / Alamy © 

©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd

Behind the Scenes



339
BEH

IN
D TH

E SCEN
ES

THIS BOOK
This 5th edition of Lonely Plan-
et’s New Zealand’s South Is-
land guidebook was researched 
and written by Charles Rawl-
ings-Way, Sarah Bennett, Peter 
Dragicevich and Lee Slater. 
The previous two editions were 
written by Brett Atkinson, Sarah 
Bennett, Peter Dragicevich, 
Charles Rawlings-Way and Lee 
Slater. This guidebook was 
produced by the following:

Destination Editor  
Tasmin Waby
Product Editors  
Kate Kiely, Tracy Whitmey
Senior Cartographers  
Diana Von Holdt, Julie  
Sheridan
Book Designers  
Cam Ashley, Wendy Wright
Assisting Editors Imogen Ban-
nister, Michelle Bennett, Nigel 
Chin, Pete Cruttenden, Andrea 
Dobbin, Paul Harding, Gabrielle 
Innes, Elizabeth Jones, Jodie 
Martire, Kristin Odijk, Susan 

Paterson, Gabrielle Stefanos, 
Saralinda Turner
Assisting Cartographers 
Hunor Csutoros, Corey  
Hutchison, Rachel Imeson
Cover Researcher  
Naomi Parker
Thanks to David Carroll, 
Daniel Corbett, Jennifer Carey, 
Jessica Fredericks,  Andi 
Jones, Lauren Keith, Karyn 
Noble, Kirsten Rawlings, Diana 
Saengkham, Eleanor Simpson, 
Angela Tinson, Anna Tyler, Dora 
Whitaker



340 ©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd

Index

Map Pages 000
Photo Pages 000

A
Abel Tasman National Park 

9, 88-92, 89, 8-9
accommodation 314-16, see 

also individual regions 
and locations

backcountry huts 33-5
budget 316
conservation  
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bungy jumping 41, 217-19
bus travel 328-9, 332
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298-9
events, see festivals & 

events
exchange rates 19
extreme sports 22

F
Fairlie 172
Farewell Spit 95
farmers markets 48-9
festivals & events 23-6, see 
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215-62
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Fox Glacier 15, 125-8, 

126, 14
Franz Josef Glacier 121-5, 

122
French Pass 62

G
galleries, see museums & 

galleries
gardens, see parks & 

gardens
gay travellers 318
geography 294-5
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Otago 185
Queenstown 221
Wanaka 242
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Great Walks 31-2, 32
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88-91

Heaphy Track 96, 108
Greenstone Track 235, 234
Greymouth 111-14, 112
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Haast 128-9
Haast Pass Highway 129-30
haka 305
hang gliding 42, 79
Hanmer Springs 158-61, 159
Hari Hari 119
Havelock 66-7
health 318-19
Hector 104
Hector’s dolphins 152, 262, 

263, 269
helihiking

Fox Glacier 127
Franz Josef Glacier 123
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individual regions
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Hillary, Sir Edmund 177
hip-hop 311
history 284-93

20th-century 291-3
books 290
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history continued
European settlement 

285-8
Land Wars 288-90
Māori settlement 284-5, 

300-2
relationship with Britain 

291-2
Treaty of Waitangi 288
websites 284, 289, 290

hitching 332
Hokitika 115-19, 116
Hokitika Gorge 116-17
Hokitika Wildfoods Festival 

23
holidays 321
Hollyford Track 256-7
Hollyford Valley 258
Homer Tunnel 259
horse riding 42

Aoraki/Mt Cook National 
Park 180

Blenheim 68
Cardrona 247
Catlins, the 272
Farewell Spit 95
Franz Josef Glacier 124
Glenorchy 235
Mackenzie Country 173
Marahau 88
Nelson 79
Peel Forest 167
Punakaiki 110
Selwyn District 163
Westport 105

hot springs
Franz Josef Glacier 124
Hanmer Springs 158
Lewis Pass 158
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Hydro Attack 20
hypothermia 318-19

I
immigration 323, 326
insurance 319
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vehicle 331-2

internet access 319-20
internet resources 19, 
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Invercargill 264-8, 265
itineraries 27-8, 27, 28, see 
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J
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jetboating 46
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Queenstown 219
Waiatoto River 130
Westport 105

K
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96-7
Kaikoura 9, 72-6, 74
Kaiteriteri 87
Kaka Point 273
Karamea 107-9
kayaking, see canoeing & 

kayaking
kea 297
Kenepuru Sound 66-7
Kepler Track 254-5, 255
Key Summit 258
kiteboarding 46, 79
kiwi 273, 276, 297
kotuku 120
Kowhitirangi 117
Kumara 115
Kurow 186

L
Lake Brunner 115
Lake Hanlon 107
Lake Hauroko 262
Lake Hawea 247-8
Lake Hayes 238
Lake Kaniere 116
Lake Mahinapua 119
Lake Manapouri 261
Lake Mistletoe 258
Lake Moeraki 129
Lake Pukaki 173
Lake Roxburgh 209
Lake Ruataniwha 175
Lake Tekapo 172-4, 13
Lake Wakatipu 216
Lake Wilkie 271
Land Wars 289
language 18
Larnach Castle 203
Lauder 208
legal matters 320
lesbian travellers 318

Lewis Pass 158-9
Ligar Bay 94
literature 282, 306-7, 308
Loch Cameron 175
Lorde 312
Lord of the Rings 309
Lyttelton 151-2

M
Macetown 240
Mackenzie Country 13, 

171, 13
Makarora 248
Manapouri 261
Māori people & culture 21, 

300-7, 308
Christchurch &  

Canterbury 143 
Dunedin & Otago 185
haka 305
marae etiquette 304
Marlborough &  

Nelson 62
Queenstown & Wanaka 

217
rock-painting sites 186
ta moko 303
West Coast 102

maps 30-1, 320
Mapua 84
marae 304
Marahau 88
marine mammals 297-9
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57-76, 58
accommodation 56
climate 56
food 56
highlights 58
travel seasons 56, 62-4

Marlborough Sounds 12, 
63, 12

Marlborough Wine Festival 
23

Marlborough wine region 
70-1, 69

measures 319
medical services 318
Methven 164-6
Middlemarch 206
Milford Sound 12, 259-61, 12
Milford Track 256, 257
Mirror Lakes 258
moa 296-7
Moana 115
mobile phones 18, 322
Moeraki 191-2
Molesworth Station 160

money 18, 19, 320-1
Moria Gate Arch 108, 14
Moriori people 285
motorcycle travel 329-32
motorsports 212
Motueka 85-7, 86
mountain biking 42-5, see 

also cycling
Alexandra 209
Gibbston Valley 224
Kaiteriteri 87
Queen Charlotte Track 

64
Queenstown 221
Takaka Hill 92
Wanaka 242

mountaineering 45
Moutere Hills 83-5
Mt Aspiring National 

Park 243
Mt Cook (Aoraki) 177-81
Mt Hutt 165
Mt John 173
Mt Somers 166
Mt Tutoko 259
Murchison 101-2
museums & galleries 21

Aigantighe Art Gallery 
168

Akaroa Museum 155
Bill Richardson Transport 

World 20, 264
Blacks Point Museum 

103
Canterbury Museum 137
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20, 136, 20
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Museums 211
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E Hayes & Sons 264
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Gallery 266
Edwin Fox Maritime 

Museum 57, 59
Fairlie Heritage Museum 

172
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Founders Heritage 

Park 79
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International Antarctic 
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Kurow Heritage &  

Information Centre 
186

Lakes District Museum & 
Gallery 236

Lost Gypsy Gallery 271
Marlborough Museum 67
Motueka District 

Museum 85
Murchison Museum 101
National Transport & Toy 

Museum 240
Nelson Provincial 

Museum 77
North Otago Museum 

189
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Motorcycles 77
Okains Bay Māori & 
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Omaka Aviation Heritage 
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Catlins Information 
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Quake City 137
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Museum 168
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Journey 263
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186
Vintage Car & Machinery 

Museum 170-1
Waewae Pounamu 117
Warbirds & Wheels 240
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80

music 310-12
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N
Naseby 207
national parks & reserves 

299, 298
Abel Tasman National 

Park 9, 88-92, 89, 8-9

Aoraki/Mt Cook National 
Park 177-81, 178-9

Arthur’s Pass National 
Park 163, 15

Canaan Downs Scenic 
Reserve 92
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Reserve 164

Fiordland National Park 
251-62

Grove Scenic Reserve 93
Hinewai Reserve 152
Kahurangi National Park 

96-7
Lake Mahinapua Scenic 

Reserve 119
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Park 243
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Park 97-8
Paparoa National Park 

110-11
Ruataniwha Conserva-

tion Park 176
Victoria Forest Park 103
Westland Tai Poutini 

National Park 121-8
Nelson 53, 77-83, 78
Nelson Jazz Festival 23
Nelson Lakes National 

Park 97-8
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accommodation 56
climate 56
food 56
highlights 58
travel seasons 56

New Zealand Cycle Trail 42
New Zealand International 

Comedy Festival 24
newspapers 319
Nga Haerenga 42
Ngakawau 104
Nugget Point (Tokatā) 

273, 16
Nydia Bay 66

O
Oamaru 17, 186-91, 188, 17
Oamaru Victorian Heritage 

Celebrations 26
Oban 277
Okarito 120
Old Ghost Road 20
Omakau 208
Omarama 183-5
Oparara Basin 108
opening hours 19, 321
opera 310
Ophir 208

Otago 11, 54, 182-213, 
184, 11

accommodation 182
climate 182
food 182
highlights 184
travel seasons 182
travel to/from 183

Otago Central Rail Trail 210
Otago Peninsula 16, 202-5, 

204-5, 17
Owaka 272-3
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Pancake Rocks 110
Paparoa National Park 

110-11
Papatowai 271-2
paragliding 42, 79
parasailing 46, 221
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Hagley Park 137
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Oamaru Public Gardens 
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168
Trevor Griffiths Rose 

Garden 168
passports 326
Peel Forest 167-8
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Pelorus Sounds 66-7
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Catlins, the 269
Curio Bay 269
Oamaru 187, 189
Otago Peninsula 202-3
Milford Sound 259
Moeraki 191
Roaring Bay 273
Stewart Island 275, 276

phone cards 322
Picton 57-62, 60
planning, see also individual 

locations
budgeting 19
calendar of events 23-6
extreme sports 41-6
food & drink 47-50
hiking 29-31

internet resources 19
itineraries 27-8
repeat visitors 20
skiing & snowboarding 

36-7
South Island’s regions 

53-4
travel seasons 18, 

23-6, 18
plants 295-7
Pohara 94-5
politics 282-3
population 283
Port Chalmers 201-2
postal services 321
Pounawea 272
public holidays 321
Punakaiki 110-11

Q
Queen Charlotte Track 

26, 64-6
Queenstown 10, 54, 214-33, 

215, 218, 220, 226, 10
accommodation 214, 

225-8
activities 217-19, 221-2
children, travel with 222
climate 214
drinking & nightlife 230-1
entertainment 231
festivals & events 24, 

224-5
food 214, 228-30
highlights 215
history 215-16
itineraries 219
shopping 231-2
sights 216-17
tourist information 232
tours 222-4
travel seasons 214
travel to/from 215, 232
travel within 232-3
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R
Rabbit Island/Moturoa 84
radio 319
Ranfurly 206-7
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reggae 311
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Riverton 263
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Roaring Bay 273
rock climbing 45

Aoraki/Mt Cook National 
Park 177, 179 

Oamaru 189
Queenstown 217
Wanaka 242

rock music 311
rock paintings 186

museums 168
Ross 119
Routeburn Track 233-5, 

234
Roxburgh 209
Ruby Coast 83-5

S
safety 321, 322
sailing 91, 155
scenic flights

Fox Glacier 127
Franz Josef Glacier 123-4
Golden Bay 93
Hokitika 117
Kaikoura 74-5
Motueka 85
Whataroa 120

sea kayaking 46, 155
seals 73, 202, 9
Seddonville 104
Selwyn District 162-3
Ship Creek 129
ski regions 37-40, 37
skiing 22, 36-40

Awakino Skifield 186
Broken River 162
Cardrona Alpine Resort 

247
Cheeseman 162
Coronet Peak 221
Craigieburn Valley 162
Fairlie 172
Fox Peak 172
Hanmer Springs 159
Methven 164-5
Mt Dobson 172
Mt Hutt 165
Mt Olympus 162
Mt Sutton 175
Porters 162
Queenstown 221-2
Rainbow 98 
Roundhill 173
Selwyn District 162

Snow Farm 247
Temple Basin 162
Remarkables, the 221
Treble Cone 221

skydiving 45-6
Fox Glacier 127
Franz Josef Glacier 123-4
Glenorchy 235
Methven 165
Motueka 85
Queenstown 221
Wanaka 242

snowboarding 22, 36-40
Queenstown 221-2
Rainbow 98

snowsports 22, 36-40, see 
individual snowsports

South Island
basics 18-19
highlights 8-17
travel within 19

Southern Scenic Route 263
Southland 54, 249, 262-80, 

250
accommodation 249
climate 249
food 249
highlights 250, 251
travel seasons 249
travel to/from 251

sports, see individual 
sports

Springfield 162-3
St Arnaud 97-8
St Bathans 207-8
Stewart Island 13, 273-80, 

274, 277, 12 
Stirling Point 268
surfing 45

Christchurch 142
Curio Bay 269
Dunedin 195
Kaikoura 72

swimming
Christchurch 142
Dunedin 195

T
ta moko 303
takahe 297
Takaka 92-4
Takaka Hill 92
Tarakohe Harbour 94
Tasman, Abel 287
Tasman Glacier 181
Tasman Lake 181
Tata Beach 94
tattoos 303

Tautuku Bay 271
taxes 321
taxis 332
Te Anau 251-4, 252
Te Anau–Milford Highway 

258-9
Te Araroa 35
Te Waewae 263
Te Waikoropupū Springs 93
telephone services 18, 322
theatre 306
Timaru 168-70, 169
time 18, 323
tipping 321
Tititea/Mt Aspiring 243
toilets 323
tourist information 323, 

see individual locations
tours, see individual 

locations
train travel 333

TranzAlpine 15, 143, 15
tram travel 332
tramping & walking 21, 29-

35, see also helihiking
Abel Tasman National 

Park 88-91
accommodation 33-5
Alexandra-Clyde 150th 

Anniversary Walk 
209, 211

Aoraki/Mt Cook National 
Park 177, 179

Arthur’s Pass 163
Banks Peninsula Track 
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books 30
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Bridle Track 248
Caples Track 235, 234
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Track 272
Chasm Walk 259
Croesus Track 114
Dusky Track 261, 262
Fox Glacier 125-7
Franz Josef Glacier 123
Gibbston River Trail 224
Gillespie Pass 248
Glenorchy Walkway 233
Greenstone Track 235, 
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Haast Pass Lookout 

Track 248
Heaphy Track 96, 108
Hollyford Track 256-7
Hooker Valley Track 179
Hump Ridge Track 262
internet resources 31
Kahurangi National Park 

96-7

Kaikoura 72, 73
Karamea 107
Kea Point Track 179
Kepler Track 254-5, 255
Lake Gunn Nature Walk 

258
Lake Hayes Walkway 238
Lake Sylvan Tramp 233
maps 30-1
Milford Track 256, 257
Minaret Burn Track 241
Mt Cargill-Bethunes 

Gully Walkway 196
Mt Iron 241
Mt Somers 166
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Park 97-8
North West Circuit 

Track 277
Nydia Track 66
Oparara Basin 108
Paparoa National Park 

110
Peel Forest 167
Punakaiki 110
Queen Charlotte Track 64
Queenstown 217
Rakiura Track 276-7
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233
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234
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Stewart Island 276-7
Takaka 93
Tasman Glacier 181
transport 35
Tunnel Beach Walkway 

196
Victoria Forest Park 103
West Matukituki Valley 

Track 243
Westport 104-5
Wilkin Valley Track 248

Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP) 283

TranzAlpine 15, 143, 15
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also individual regions
travel to/from

New Zealand 326
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tui 297
TV 309, 319
Twizel 174-6

U
Ulva Island 275
Upper Moutere 84

V
vacations 321
vaccinations 318
vegan travellers 48
vegetarian travellers 48
visas 18, 323-4
visual arts 309-10
volcanoes 294-5
volunteering 324

W
Waikawa 270-1
Wainui Bay 94
Waipara Valley 161-2
Waitaki Valley 185-6
Waitangi, Treaty of 288
Wake, Nancy 291
walking, see tramping & 

walking
Wanaka 54, 214, 240-6, 

215, 241
accommodation 214, 

243-4
activities 240-2
climate 214
drinking & nightlife 

245-6
entertainment 246
festivals & events 243

food 214, 244-5
highlights 215, 216
shopping 246
sights 240
tourist information 246
tours 242-3
travel seasons 214
travel to/from 215, 246
travel within 246

waterfalls
Fantail Falls 130
Humboldt Falls 258
Matai Falls 271
McLean Falls 271
Purakaunui Falls 271
Thunder Creek Falls 130
Wainui Falls 94

watersports 46, see also 
canoeing & kayaking, 
white-water rafting

boating 141
diving 46, 59, 259
fishing 73
jetboating 46, 101, 105, 

130, 219
kiteboarding 46, 79
sailing 91, 155
surfing 45, 72 142, 

195, 269
swimming 142, 195

weather 18, 23-6, see also 
individual locations

weaving 305
websites, see internet 

resources
weights 319
West Coast 53, 99-130, 100

accommodation 99
climate 99

food 99
highlights 100
travel seasons 99

Westland 115-20
Westland Tai Poutini 

National Park 121-8
Westport 104-7
weta 296
whales 297
whale-watching 297, 299

Catlins, the 269
Curio Bay 269
Kaikoura 73, 74
Otago Peninsula 202
Te Waewae 263

Whataroa 120
white herons 120
whitebait 117
white-water rafting 46

Buller Gorge 101-2
Franz Josef Glacier 124
Kaikoura 72-3
Queenstown 219
Rangitata River 167
Reefton 103

wildlife parks & reserves
Blue Penguin Colony 187
Hanmer Springs Animal 

Park 158
Kiwi Birdlife Park 216
Nature’s Wonders 

Naturally 202
Orana Wildlife Park 141
Orokonui Ecosanctuary 

202
Penguin Place 203
Punanga Manu o Te 

Anau 251

Royal Albatross Centre 
202-3

Ulva Island 275
Willowbank Wildlife 

Reserve 141
Yellow-Eyed Penguin 

Colony 187
wine festivals 68
wine regions 22, 49-50
wineries

Gibbston Valley 224
Marlborough 70-1
Mt Difficulty 213
Otago 186
Queenstown 223
Richmond 84
Waipara Valley 161
Wanaka 240

women travellers 324
working in NZ 324-5
World Buskers Festival 23
World of WearableArt & 

Classic Cars Museum 
80

WWOOFing 315

Z
ziplining 222
zoos & wildlife reserves, 

see also bird  
sanctuaries

Farewell Spit 95
Kotuku Sanctuary 120
Motuara Island 62
Point Kean Seal Colony 

72
West Coast Wildlife 

Centre 122-3
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Send your ‘Lonely Planet in the Wild’ photos to social@lonelyplanet.com 
We share the best on our Facebook page every week!
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Walking Tour detour
Walking Tour

Path/Walking Trail

Beach
Bird Sanctuary
Buddhist
Castle/Palace
Christian
Confucian
Hindu
Islamic
Jain
Jewish
Monument
Museum/Gallery/Historic Building
Ruin

Sento Hot Baths/Onsen

Shinto
Sikh
Taoist
Winery/Vineyard
Zoo/Wildlife Sanctuary
Other Sight

Diving
Bodysurfing

Sleeping

Eating

Entertainment

Shopping

Drinking & Nightlife
Cafe

Bank
Embassy/Consulate
Hospital/Medical
Internet
Police
Post Office
Telephone
Toilet
Tourist Information
Other Information

Airport
Border crossing
Bus

Cycling
Ferry

Underground station

Monorail
Parking

Metro station

Petrol station
Subway station
Taxi
Train station/Railway
Tram

Other Transport

Lighthouse
Hut/Shelter

Beach

Lookout
Mountain/Volcano
Oasis
Park
Pass
Picnic Area
Waterfall

River, Creek
Intermittent River

Swamp/Mangrove

Reef

Canal

Water

Dry/Salt/Intermittent Lake

Glacier

Mudflat

Beach/Desert

Airport/Runway

Cemetery (Christian)

Cemetery (Other)

Park/Forest

Sportsground

Sight (Building)

International

Disputed
Regional/Suburb
Marine Park
Cliff
Wall

Capital (National)
Capital (State/Province)
City/Large Town
Town/Village

State/Province

Camping

Canoeing/Kayaking
Course/Tour

Skiing
Snorkelling
Surfing
Swimming/Pool
Walking
Windsurfing
Other Activity

Lane
Tertiary

Tollway
Freeway
Primary

Steps
Plaza/Mall

Pedestrian overpass

Secondary

Unsealed road
Road under construction

Tunnel

Cable car/Funicular

Gate

Sights

Activities,
Courses & Tours

Sleeping

Eating

Drinking & Nightlife

Entertainment

Shopping

Information Routes

Boundaries

Hydrography

Areas

Geographic

Population

Transport

Note: Not all symbols displayed above
appear on the maps in this book
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Map Legend
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Contributing Writers
Professor James Belich wrote the History chapter. James is one of NZ’s pre-eminent historians and 
the award-winning author of The New Zealand Wars, Making Peoples and Paradise Reforged. He 
has also worked in TV – New Zealand Wars was screened in NZ in 1998.
Tony Horwitz wrote the Captain James Cook boxed text in the History chapter. Tony is a Pulitzer 
winning reporter and nonfiction author. His fascination with James Cook, and with travel, took him 
around NZ, Australia and the Pacific while researching Blue Latitudes (alternatively titled Into the 
Blue), part biography of Cook and part travelogue.
John Huria (Ngai Tahu, Muaupoko) wrote the Māori Culture chapter. John has an editorial, research 
and writing background with a focus on Māori writing and culture. He was senior editor for Māori 
publishing company Huia and now runs an editorial and publishing services company, Ahi Text 
Solutions Ltd (www.ahitextsolutions.co.nz).
Josh Kronfeld wrote the Surfing the South Island boxed text in the Extreme Sports on the South 
Island chapter. Josh is an ex–All Black flanker, whose passion for surfing NZ’s beaches is legendary 
and who found travelling for rugby a way to surf other great breaks around the world.
Gareth Shute wrote the Music section in the Arts & Music chapter. Gareth is the author of four 
books, including Hip Hop Music in Aotearoa and NZ Rock 1987–2007. He is also a musician and 
has toured the UK, Europe and Australia as a member of the Ruby Suns and the Brunettes. He now 
plays in indie soul group The Cosbys.
Vaughan Yarwood wrote the Environment chapter. Vaughan is an Auckland-based writer whose 
books include The History Makers: Adventures in New Zealand Biography, The Best of New Zea-
land: A Collection of Essays on NZ Life and Culture by Prominent Kiwis, which he edited, and the 
regional history Between Coasts: From Kaipara to Kawau. He has written widely for NZ and inter-
national publications and is the former associate editor of New Zealand Geographic, for which he 
has also written for many years.
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OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of 
adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed 
for the trip of a lifetime – across Europe and Asia overland to 
Australia. It took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling 
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Franklin, London, 
Melbourne, Oakland, Beijing and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony’s belief 
that ‘a great guidebook should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken all reasona-
ble care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about the 
accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maximum 
extent permitted, disclaim all liability arising from its use.

OUR WRITERS
Charles Rawlings-Way
English by birth, Australian by chance, All Blacks fan by choice: Charles’s early 
understanding of Aotearoa was less than comprehensive (sheep, mountains, 
sheep on mountains...). He realised there was more to it when a wandering uncle 
returned with a faux-jade tiki in 1981. He wore it with pride until he saw the NZ 
cricket team’s beige uniforms in 1982... Mt Taranaki’s snowy summit, Napier’s 
art-deco deliverance and Whanganui’s raffish charm have helped him forgive: 

he’s once again smitten with the country’s phantasmal landscapes, disarming locals and its deter-
mination to sculpt its own political and indigenous destiny. Charles wrote the Planning chapters 
(with the exception of Hiking on the South Island, Skiing & Snowboarding on the South Island and 
Extreme Sports on the South Island), NZ Today, Arts & Music and Survival Guide chapters.

Sarah Bennett & Lee Slater
Marlborough & Nelson, West Coast, Christchurch & Canterbury Sarah and Lee 
specialise in NZ travel, with a particular focus on outdoor adventure including hik-
ing, mountain biking and camping. In addition to five editions of the New Zealand 
guidebook, they are also co-authors of Lonely Planet’s Hiking & Tramping in New 
Zealand and New Zealand’s Best Trips. Read more at www.bennettandslater.co.nz. 
Sarah and Lee also wrote Hiking on the South Island, Skiing & Snowboarding on 

the South Island and Extreme Sports on the South Island.

Peter Dragicevich
Dunedin & Otago, Queenstown & Wanaka, Fiordland & Southland After nearly 
a decade working for off-shore publishing companies, Peter has come full 
circle, returning to his home city of Auckland. As managing editor of Express 
newspaper he spent much of the ’90s writing about the local arts, club and bar 
scenes. Peter has contributed to several editions of the New Zealand guidebook 
and, after dozens of Lonely Planet assignments, it remains his favourite gig.
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words, please don’t upload this chapter to a peer-to-peer site, mass 
email it to everyone you know, or resell it. See the terms and conditions 
on our site for a longer way of saying the above - ‘Do the right thing with 
our content.’
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