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OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and 
a sense of adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and 
Maureen Wheeler needed for the trip of a lifetime 
– across Europe and Asia overland to Australia. It 
took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and 
stapling together their first travel guide, Across Asia 
on the Cheap. Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. 
Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Dublin, Franklin, Melbourne, London, Oakland, 
Beijing and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a 
great guidebook should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.
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OUR  
WRITERS

BRETT ATKINSON
Born in Rotorua, and now resident in Auckland, Brett Atkinson has been tripping around 
New Zealand for most of his life. For this 1st edition of New Zealand’s Best Trips, he ventured 
to sleepy harbours in Northland, negotiated coastal roads around Coromandel, and quaffed 
the best of Wellington craft beer. Together with his wife, Carol, he’s explored many countries 
independently behind the wheel of a car. 

My Favourite Trip 1 Northland & the Bay of Islands I love this area’s diversity, especially the 
differences between the east and west coasts. It’s also a poignant journey packed with many family memories.

SARAH BENNETT
Sarah grew up in Marlborough, but her life-long love affair with Wellington has left her 
loyalties divided between North and South. What is constant is her obsession with NZ road 
trips, which keeps her and husband, Lee, on the road in their little campervan for around 
four months each year. Their mountain bikes always come with them, as do hiking boots, a 
hot water bottle and the laptop (of course) because it’s not always sunshine and wine.

My Favourite Trip f The West Coast Road because few things make me happier than unspoilt New 
Zealand wilderness.

LEE SLATER
Lee embarked on his first NZ road trip just after moving there from the UK in 1999. What 
soon became blindingly obvious was the difference between the two country’s roads. 
Swapping 20-mile traffic jams on multi-laned highways for empty, winding roads cut 
through some of the world’s most impressive scenery has been a tough job. Upgrading from 
pup tent to campervan with his beau, Sarah Bennett, has softened the blow somewhat.   

My Favourite Trip j Inland Scenic Route because it’s filled with the things that make me sing: 
mountains, lakes and Central Otago pinot noir.

Read more about Sarah at: https://auth.
lonelyplanet.com/profiles/sarahbennett39

Read more about Lee at: https://auth. lonelyplanet.
com/profiles/leeslater41
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