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com/profiles/BenedictWalker

BENEDICT WALKER
Born in Newcastle, Australia, Ben holds notions of 
the beach core to his idea of self, though he’s traveled 
hundreds of thousands of kilometres from the sandy 
shores of home. Ben was given his first Lonely Planet 
guide (Japan) when he was 12. Two decades later, he’d 
write chapters for the same publication: a dream come 
true. A communications graduate and travel agent 
by trade, Ben whittled away his twenties gallivanting 
around the globe. He thinks the best thing about travel 
isn’t as much about where you go as who you meet: 
living vicariously through the stories of kind strangers 
enriches one’s own experience. Ben has also written 
and directed a play, toured Australia managing the 
travel logistics for top-billing music festivals and is 
experimenting with a return to his original craft of 
photography and film-making.
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lonelyplanet.com/profiles/mvorhees

MARA VORHEES
Born and raised in St Clair Shores, Michigan, Mara 
traveled the world (if not the universe) before 
settling in the Hub. The pen-wielding traveler covers 
destinations as diverse as Belize and Russia, as well 
as her home of New England. She lives in a pink house 
in Somerville, Massachusetts with her husband, two 
kiddies and two kitties.
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CAROLYN BAIN
Australian-born Carolyn worked a glorious season on 
Nantucket a decade or so back – and like countless 
visitors before her, she fell in love with Cape Cod at 
first sight. Sand dunes and salt spray, history and 
wholesomeness, cozy inns and seafood feasts: this 
was (and still is) the USA at its most charming. On 
this trip, Maine made an awesome adjunct, and she 
relished the chance to go beyond lighthouses and 
lobsters to uncover craft brews, moose trails and 
road-tripping nirvana.
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lonelyplanet.com/profiles/gregorclark

GREGOR CLARK
Gregor Clark has been exploring New England’s 
back roads since childhood, when he rode bikes 
through Cape Cod’s dunes, skated on frozen ponds in 
northwestern Connecticut and saw his first shooting 
star in Vermont’s Green Mountains. A lifelong polyglot 
with an insatiable curiosity for what lies around the 
next bend, Gregor has contributed to over three dozen 
Lonely Planet guides, with an emphasis on North 
America, Latin America and Europe. He lives with his 
wife and daughters in Middlebury, VT.

OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few 
dollars in the pocket and a 
sense of adventure. In 1972 
that’s all Tony and Maureen 
Wheeler needed for the 
trip of a lifetime – across 
Europe and Asia overland 
to Australia. It took several 
months, and at the end – 

broke but inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and 
stapling together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Franklin, London, Melbourne, 
Oakland, Dublin, Beijing and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and 
writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook should do 
three things: inform, educate and amuse’.
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