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 New England
Today
You’re likely to return from New England with an album of images:
white-clapboard churches on greens; redbrick buildings on leafy col-
lege campuses; granite mountains ablaze with fall colors; and fi shing
boats with peeling paint. New England today is all that, and more.

East Coast Liberals
 New England is politically liberal. That said, a lasting strain of indepen-
dent politics is evident in New England’s northern states, sustained by 
fi scal conservatism, social libertarianism and a healthy suspicion of poli-
tics. In 2010 the Massachusetts Senate race captured the nation’s atten-
tion when pickup driving, independent-voting Republican Scott Brown
was elected to replace stalwart liberal Ted Kennedy after 47 years.

 One of the most defi nitive features is the region’s supportive politi-
cal climate for social reformers, carrying on a legacy that includes 19th-
century abolitionists, 20th-century suff ragettes and 21st-century gay-
rights advocates. The region has recently been at the forefront of count-
less ‘progressive’ issues, including antismoking legislation (smoking in the
workplace is illegal in all six states) and health care (the national legisla-
tion enacted in 2010 was modeled after a pre-existing system of universal
healthcare in Massachusetts). Four out of six states have legalized some
form of same-sex union (an act that other states in the US are outlawing).

 Cultural Diversity
 New England is increasingly international. Irish, Italian and Portu-
guese communities have been well established in the urban areas since
the 19th century. In more recent years, New England cities have con-
tinued to attract immigrants from non-European origins: you can hear
Caribbean rhythms in Hartford, Connecticut, and Springfi eld, Massa-

 Three quarters 
of the region’s 
population live 

in southern New 
England, home to 
its biggest cities. 

Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts 

and Connecticut 
are three of the 
country’s four 
most densely 

populated states, 
with 80% to 90% 

of their popula-
tions living in 
urban areas.

  Top Films 
 Good Will Hunting (1998) A 
blue-collar boy from South Bos-
ton who becomes a math savant 
at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology.
 The Cider House Rules (2000) 
Won Michael Caine an Academy 

Award for his role as a doctor in 
an orphanage in rural Maine.
 Mystic River (2006) The story 
of three friends who are thrown 
together in adulthood when one 
of their daughters is murdered 
in Boston.

 »  Don’t mock, mimic or 
otherwise imitate a local’s 
accent. New Englanders know 
they talk differently than you 
do, but they don’t care. 
 »  Don’t ‘pahk your cah in 

Hahvahd Yahd.’ You’re not funny 
and your car will get towed.
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