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Roadmap to Democracy?

In October 2010 Myanmar went to the polls for its first national election in

20 years, part of the generals’ plan for a ‘discipline flourishing democracy’.
» GDP per Following the victory of the military-backed Union Solidarity & Develop-
capita: $435 ment Party (USDP), National League for Democracy (NLD) leader Aung
» Cost of a mo- San Suu Kyi was released from her latest stint of house arrest - and instant-
bile phone SIM ly jumped into the fray, and rounds of interviews with the international me-
card: $1000 dia, reminding people of the 2100 other political prisoners still in detention.
» Internet To everyone’s surprise, a new national flag was unveiled at the end of
users: 0.1% of the year, while in February 2011 a quasi-civilian parliament convened for
the population its initial sessions, replacing the military regime’s State Peace and Develop-
» Political ment Council (SPDC). A new president, former general and old prime min-
Prisoners: 1994 ister Thein Sein, was ‘chosen’ by the elected reps to take over from Senior
(June 2011; General Than Shwe, Myanmar’s supreme ruler for the past two decades.
source www. . .
aappb.org) When the new p.a.rhamen.t was sworn in at the end of March. and a

new head of the military, Min Aung Hlaing, was announced, a tick ap-

peared against the seventh, and final, step on the junta’s ‘roadmap to

democracy’. In response, neither the US nor the EU fully dropped their

sanctions against Myanmar, but both softened their stance - the former

appointing Derek Mitchell as a special envoy, the latter easing travel

restrictions on key members of the new government.

A ‘Deeply Flawed’ Election

Has much changed in Myanmar? Over 30 different political parties did

manage to jump through a considerable number of hoops to contest the

election, including the National Democratic Force (NDF), a breakaway

group from the NLD that, unlike its parent party, decided to participate

in the poll. However, few were surprised by the results, which saw the
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