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 Mexico Today
 The Drug War
 There’s no denying that most of the Mexico news reaching the outside 
world for the last few years has been bad. Terrible, in fact. Some 50,000
people had been killed by the end of 2011, after President Felipe Cal-
derón declared war on the country’s gruesomely vicious drug gangs in
late 2006. The Mexican government deployed 50,000 troops as well as
naval forces and several police forces against the drug mobs. It’s assumed
that most of the killers and killed were mobsters themselves, in battles
over the multi-billion-dollar traffi  cking routes for Colombian cocaine
and Mexican marijuana and methamphetamines into the US. The ‘good’
news in 2011 was that the number of killings, while still on the rise, was
rising less rapidly. Pessimists argued that any possible respite in the may-
hem was simply because the most powerful cartels had eff ectively wiped
out their weaker rivals. Indeed, by 2012 there seemed to be only two
major players left – the Sinaloa cartel in the northwest of Mexico and Los 
Zetas on the eastern side of the country.

 The drug-gang violence scared away some tourists and other foreign-
ers from Mexico. Naturally, it had ordinary Mexicans worried too – not
just about being caught in the wrong place at the wrong time, but also
about the penetration of organized crime in society generally. Minor
gangs, squeezed out of the drug trade, were reportedly turning to protec-
tion rackets.

 But the picture is far from uniform across the country. The great ma-
jority of drug-related violence happens in a few specifi c areas – prin-
cipally along Mexico’s northern border, with the city of Ciudad Juárez 
notoriously worst hit, and in the states of Sinaloa and Guerrero. Many 
other areas, including the Yucatán Peninsula (Mexico’s major tourist des-
tination), have suff ered minimal drug-related violence, and if one takes
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 Mexico Reading  Music Albums 
 God’s Middle Finger Richard 
Grant investigates the narco-
riddled Sierra Madre Occidental 
(called Bandit Roads in the UK).
 Pedro Páramo The ultimate 
Mexican novel, by Juan Rulfo.
 Oh Mexico! Lucy Neville’s 
memoir of a young Australian 
living in Mexico City.

 The Last Narco The hunt for 
Mexico’s most wanted drug 
baron, by Malcolm Beith.
 In the Sierra Madre Jeff  Big-
gers lives with the Tarahumara 
(Rarámuri).
 All the Pretty Horses Cormac 
McCarthy’s tense tale of three 
latter-day cowboys riding south.

 Pecados y milagros (Sins & 
Miracles) Best-yet from folk-jazz 
singer Lila Downs.
 Avalancha de éxitos (Ava-
lanche of Hits) Café Tacuba’s 
rock/folk/hip-hop classic.
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