
 Why Go?
 The state of Oaxaca (wah-hah-kah) has a special magic felt 
by Mexicans and foreigners alike. A redoubt of indigenous 
culture, it’s home to the country’s most vibrant crafts and art 
scene, some outstandingly colorful and extrovert festivities, 
a uniquely savory cuisine and varied natural riches. At the 
center of the state in every way stands beautiful, colonial 
Oaxaca city, an elegant, fascinating cultural hub. Nearby, 
the forested Sierra Norte is home to successful community-
tourism ventures enabling visitors to hike, bike and ride 
horses amid delicious green landscapes. To the south, across 
rugged, remote mountains, is Oaxaca’s fabulous coast, with 
its endless sandy beaches, pumping Pacifi c surf, seas full of 
dolphins, turtles and fi sh, and a string of beach towns and 
villages that will make any traveler happy: lively Puerto Es-
condido; planned but relaxed Bahías de Huatulco; and the 
hedonist’s delights of Zipolite, San Agustinillo and Mazunte.

 When to Go 

 Jan–Mar  The 
driest months: 
a lively coastal 
winter-escapee 
scene, best hiking 
conditions in the 
Sierra Norte.

 Jul–Aug Guela-
guetza festival 
in Oaxaca city; 
summer-vacation 
fun time on the 
coast.
 

Late Oct–Nov 
Día de Muertos 
celebrations in 
and around Oax-
aca city; Fiestas 
de Noviembre in 
Puerto Escondido.
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Oaxaca City ....................414
Monte Albán ..................436
Pueblos 
Mancomunados ............445
Yanhuitlán, 
Coixtlahuaca & 
Teposcolula ................... 447
Puerto Escondido .........448
Pochutla ........................460
Puerto Ángel ................. 461
Zipolite ..........................463
San Agustinillo ..............465
Mazunte ........................ 467
Bahías de Huatulco ...... 470
Barra de la Cruz ............ 477
Tehuantepec ................. 478
Juchitán ........................ 479

 Best Places to  Eat
 »  La Biznaga (p 428 )
 »  Un Secreto (p 467 )
 »  Finca Los Vaqueros (p 460 )
 »  El Alquimista (p 464 )
 »  La Providencia (p 465 )

 Best Places to 
Stay 

 »  Casa Oaxaca (p 424 )
 »  Casa Pan de Miel (p 468 )
 »  Hotel Casa de Dan (p 452 )
 »  Las Bugambilias (p 424 )
 »  Un Sueño (p 466 )
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�1 Indulge in the culture, 
color and culinary delights of 
festive, colonial Oaxaca city 
(p 414 )

�2 Chill out for longer than 
you planned at the travelers’ 

hangouts of Zipolite (p 463 ), 
San Agustinillo (p 465 ) or 
Mazunte (p 467 )

�3 Ride the surf on the 
gorgeous beaches of Puerto 
Escondido (p 448 )

�4 Hike through otherworldly 
cloud forests between the 
villages of the Pueblos 
Mancomunados (p 445 )

 Oaxaca   Highlights




