
Food & Wine
Melbourne loves its food. A passion for street 
food and experimental fine dining has been 
grafted onto a long-standing multicultural 
culinary scene that has few peers. Regional 
Victoria does not play second fiddle to 
this – its epicurean credentials continue to 
skyrocket in small country towns such as 
Kyneton, Beechworth, Birregurra and Red 
Hill. It also comes with loads of respected 
wine regions, from the Yarra Valley to the 
King Valley, Mornington Peninsula to the 
Bellarine Peninsula and Rutherglen. There’s 
also a catalogue of boutique breweries and 
coffee roasters to round it out.

Great Outdoors
Victorians are spoiled for wilderness. South-
west, the Great Ocean Road follows one of 
the world’s most spectacular coastlines, while 
the further east you go the wilder it gets, 
from wildlife-rich Wilsons Promontory to 
Gippsland’s aptly named Wilderness Coast. 
The rivers and epic forests of Errinundra 
and Snowy River yield to the picturesque 
mountains of the High Country, where year-
round activities make it a perfect adventure 
destination. Northwest, almost in the out-
back, desertlike national parks occupy vast 
swathes of the state. Opportunities to explore 
are endless.

Great Indoors
In the 19th century, gold-rich Melbourne 
and small towns in Victoria were stamped 
with architectural wonders. These days 
many of those grand buildings survive as 
luxury hotels, theatres, top-notch restau-
rants or state-of-the-art galleries. Seek out 
the cultural goldfields area, in particular, 
with towns such as Ballarat, Bendigo and 
Castlemaine, or the preserved sandstone 
buildings crammed with history in Beech-
worth. Melbourne is an art lover’s smorgas-
bord, with signature art-strewn laneways, 
but regional Victoria holds its own when it 
comes to reasons to pray for a rainy day.

History’s Canvas
Victoria’s history is epic, but couldn’t be 
more accessible. The state’s Indigenous 
story serves as a subtext throughout, but it 
takes centre stage with rock art and crea-
tion stories at Gariwerd (the Grampians). 
Fast forward a few millennia, and Victo-
ria’s 19th-century gold rush left behind 
some of Australia’s most atmospheric old 
towns, among them Ballarat, Castlemaine, 
Maldon and Beechworth. And the old Mur-
ray riverboat culture of Australia’s pioneer-
ing days lives on in Mildura, Swan Hill 
and Echuca.

Welcome to 
Melbourne & Victoria

Melbourne is food-obsessed, marvellously 
multicultural and a showpiece for 

Australian culture. Beyond the city limits, 
Victoria offers rich history, stunning 

wilderness and culinary excellence.
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Why I Love Melbourne & Victoria
By Kate Morgan, Writer

A Melburnian and Victorian at heart, I grew up near the Mornington Peninsula, lived in inner-
city Melbourne and now call the Bellarine Peninsula area home while I dream about my next 
move…perhaps to a charming town in the High Country. The calm bay beaches of my child-
hood, crashing surf pounding the red cliffs as I drive the Great Ocean Road, a kangaroo hop-
ping along a country road at dusk, glasses of wine in the sun overlooking vineyards or pots 
of beer at a gig in a divey Melbourne pub – nowhere else inspires wanderlust in me quite like 
Victoria.

For more about our writers, see p384

5

Above: Coastline views along the Great Ocean Road (p173)


