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 Melbourne 

 1 Head down the many bluestone-laden laneways in Melbourne (p 52 ) to  nd hidden, yet outstand-
ing, restaurants and bright, bold street art that encapsulates the alternative vibe Melburnians 

carry so well. Take your place on a milk crate in Degraves St and let a local barista change the way you 
think about co  ee, then window-shop for quirky craft and clothes. Watch evening’s arrival by the Yarra 
River then, almost blindly, head up some stairs or down the very end of a gra   ti-covered lane to  nd a 
smooth drinking establishment serving up quality Victorian wine and beer. Centre Place, Melbourne 
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“All you’ve got to do is decide to go and the hardest part is over. So go!”
TONY WHEELER, COFOUNDER – LONELY PLANET
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GET MORE FROM YOUR TRIP 

Learn about the big picture, so you

can make sense of what you see 

 Travel with 
Children
 Best Regions for Kids
 Mornington Peninsula 
 Summer sees smooth bay swimming 
and strawberry- and cherry-picking.

 Phillip Island 
 With wildlife parks, a puzzle world, a 
chocolate factory and those mighty 
cute penguins, you can’t go wrong with 
Phillip Island. 

 Great Ocean Road
 Warrnambool has childhood covered 
with its annual winter kids festival 
Fun4Kids (www.fun4kids.com.au), and 
there are few better spots to view whales 
and their calves. 

 The Murray
 Echuca has delightful paddle steamers 
chugging up the Murray. and kids will enjoy 
watching waterskiers carving up the river; 
book them in for a lesson.

 The High Country
 Head here during ski season for 
bumps and bruises (Baw Baw and 
Mt Bu  alo are suited for beginners) 
or during its ‘o   peak’ period around 
Christmas, when it’s cooler than the 
rest of Victoria. 
 
 Also see Mildura for Kids (p ### ) and 
Bendigo for Kids (p ### ) .

 Melbourne & Victoria 
for Kids
 Melbourne is a great place to travel with 
kids; they’ll love a trip on the free City 
Circle tram, and museums and art galler-
ies throughout Victoria have dedicated kids 
areas or, if they don’t, often provide activ-
ity sheets that you can work on together as 
you walk on through. Victoria has plenty 
of parks and gardens to run around in, 
and some cities and towns, including Mel-
bourne, Geelong and Woodend, have expan-
sive, child-centric playgrounds that adults 
can get a kick out of too. See also boxed texts 
on p ###  and p ### .

 Eating Out
 Victoria’s recent birth-rate boost means 
families dining out together are common. 
Cafes not o  ering ‘babycinos’ are few and 
far between, and even sta   at Melbourne’s 
best restaurants have been known to make 
colouring-in sheets and coloured pencils 
magically appear on their linen-clad dining 
tables. Still, there is a ‘no pusher’ camp out 
there, so perhaps consider leaving strollers 
at the door rather than pushing through the 
crowd to your table. 

 Sleeping
 Plenty of Melbourne’s midrange hotels o  er 
adjoining rooms (perfect when you need a 
little space) or are happy to set up another 
bed for an additional price. Some don’t 

4 3
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 Top Events

 Midsumma Festival, January

 Melbourne International 
Comedy Festival, April
 Melbourne Writers’ Festival, 
August

 AFL Grand Final, September

 Melbourne Cup, November

 January
 It can get asphalt-melting 
hot, with the only respite 
to be found in the cool 
water of beaches or in 
the High Country. Beach 
towns are packed with 
local holidaymakers and 
their families.

�3 Australian 
Open 

 The world’s top tennis play-
ers and huge merry-making 
crowds descend on Mel-
bourne Park for Australia’s 
Grand Slam championship. 
Grab a ground pass or book 
ahead to see a top seed from 
the arena seats. www.aus-
tralianopen.com

�zMidsumma 
Festival 

 Melbourne’s gay and lesbian 
arts festival features over 
150 events with a Pride 
March  nale. Expect every-
thing from  lm screenings 
to same-sex dance sports 
and massive riverside dance 
parties. www.midsumma.
org.au

�z Big Day Out
 This national rock-

fest comes to town at the 
end of January. Big names 
are guaranteed, and if you 

miss out on the big day, 
many artists perform ‘side 
shows’ at venues around 
Melbourne. www.bigdayout.
com

�z Chinese New 
Year

 Melbourne has celebrated 
the Chinese lunar new 
year since Little Bourke 
St became Chinatown in 
the 1860s. The time to 
touch the dragon happens 
sometime towards the end 
of either January or early 
February. www.chinatown
melbourne.com.au

 February
 Heat waves are likely, but 
since school holidays have 
ended, accommodation 
is plentiful by the beach. 
City folk are still in 
summer mode, filling 
the long evenings and 
weekends outside.

�z St Kilda 
Festival

 This week-long festival 
ends in a suburb-wide 
street party on the  nal 
Sunday (Festival Sunday). 
Massive crowds come for 
both the live music and 
atmosphere. www.stkilda
festival.com.au

�5Melbourne 
Food & Wine 

Festival 
 Market tours, wine tast-
ings, cooking classes and 
presentations by celeb chefs 
take place at venues across 
the state. Wineries and 
restaurants across Victoria 
hold events pro  ling local 
produce. www.melbourne-
foodandwine.com.au

�5 Harvest Picnic 
at Hanging 

Rock
 Paranormal phenomena 
don’t get a look-in at this 
enormous group picnic, held 
at the base of the famous 
 lmic rock. Stalls sell a wide 

variety of food and wine and 
there’s live entertainment. 
www.harvestpicnic.com.au

 March
 Possibly the most festival-
packed month of the year, 
March has fine weather 
but everyone notices the 
turning leaves.

�zMoomba 
 Moomba’s action is 

focused around the Yarra 
River, where waterskiing 
and the wacky Birdman 
Rally (where competitors 
launch themselves into the 

 Month 
by 
Month
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Looking for other travel resources?

LONELYPLANET.COM
For travel information, 
advice, tips & digital 
chapters

MAGAZINE
For travel stories, 
inspiration & ideas
lonelyplanet.com/magazine 

EBOOKS
Guidebooks 
for your reader
lonelyplanet.com/ebooks

APPS
Location-based  
guides for the street
lonelyplanet.com/mobile

twitter.com/
lonelyplanet

facebook.com/
lonelyplanet

lonelyplanet.com/
newsletter

 STAY IN TOUCH
 lonelyplanet.com/contact

AUSTRALIA  Locked Bag 1, Footscray, Victoria 3011
%03 8379 8000, fax 03 8379 8111

 USA  150 Linden St, Oakland, CA 94607
%510 250 6400, toll free 800 275 8555, fax 510 893 8572

UK  186 City Rd, London, EC1V 2NT
%020 7106 2100, fax 020 7106 2101

Paper in this book is certified 
against the Forest Stewardship 
Council™ standards. FSC™ promotes 
environmentally responsible, socially 
beneficial and economically viable 
management of the world’s forests.

Get the right guides for your trip
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VITAL PRACTICAL INFORMATION TO 

HELP YOU HAVE A SMOOTH TRIP

ON THE 
ROAD 

 INTERNATIONAL VISITORS

 Entering the Region
 All visitors to Australia must have a valid p
‘special category’ visa on arrival). Tourist 
easiest way to obtain a visa is to apply for
can be done online (www.eta.immi.gov.au

 CUSTOMS REGULATIONS
 »  What to declare at customs: cash am

goods of animal or vegetable origin, inclu
drugs and weapons are prohibited. Failur
on-the-spot fine or prosecution. 
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Look out for these icons:

o Our author’s 
recommendation S A green or 

sustainable option F No payment 
required
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› Melbourne & Victoria

Melbourne
Laneways, arcades, great
fashion and food (p52)

Great Ocean Road
Lighthouses, surf and

limestone stacks (p155) Phillip Island
Parading penguins and

great beaches (p225)

Grampians
Craggy sandstone outcrops

ripe for climbing (p205)

Mildura
Paddlesteamers and wineries

in a balmy climate (p282)
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Wilsons Promontory
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 Itiner-
aries

 Whether you’ve got four days or 
40, these itineraries provide a 
starting point for the trip of a 
lifetime.  Want more inspiration? 
Head online to www.lonelyplanet.
com/thorntree to chat with other 
travellers.

 Two to Three Days
Melbourne to Melbourne via 
Sorrento and Queenscliff 

 Head  Mornington-way from  Melbourne, then cross the Peninsula and have a break in the 
antique stores at Tyabb on the way to Stony Point. From here take the ferry to French 

Island for some quiet time, before returning to the mainland and having a stroll along the 
beach at Point Leo. Head inland to check out a couple of Red Hill wineries, then turn 
back to the coast and continue to the Cape Schanck lighthouse. Next stop is the Peninsula 
Hot Springs in Rye, then the refi ned town of Sorrento. Keep an eye out for dolphins while 
you’re on the Sorrento-Queenscliff  car ferry and take a deep breath as you approach the 
historic town of Queenscliff . Spend a day here, heading out to the foodie spots on the 
Bellarine Peninsula and west to the joined-by-a-bridge towns of Barwon Heads and 
Ocean Grove. Get onto the Bellarine Hwy and spend a bit of time admiring Corio Bay from 
Geelong, Victoria’s second-biggest city, before returning to Melbourne on the Princes Hwy.
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 One Week
Murray River 

 It’s not easy to lose your way on this route: simply fi nd the Murray River  (via the Calder 
Hwy from Melbourne) and stick to it. Start at Mildura at the top of the Murray, and 

head east against the fl ow. Mildura is a lovely town to get acquainted with; its food and 
wine are worth the fi ve-hour trip from Melbourne alone. Head to Swan Hill and visit its 
Pioneer Village before tucking into some unexpectedly good Thai and Japanese food. Snap 
a photo with the Giant Murray Cod by the information centre then set off , stopping at farm 
gates along the way, for Echuca. Here you can hop on a paddle steamer or take some time 
out admiring the Murray from the towering historic port. You can head back to Melbourne 
from here (it’ll take around 3 hours) or continue on to Yarrawonga. Check out Lake Mul-
wala, and hop on a lunch cruise around this dammed section of the river to get among the 
sculpture-like remains of long-dead trees. Continue on your way to ‘sticky’ Rutherglen, 
Victoria’s home of fortifi ed wines, before getting on the Hume Fwy back to Melbourne. 
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 Two Weeks
High Country & Gippsland Touring

 Victoria’s High Country  is the best  place in the state for car and motorcycle touring, 
especially outside the winter months, when even the highest roads are clear of snow. 

Taking the Great Alpine Rd, you can sail right over the mountains and down to the coast at 
Gippsland. Now that’s an adventure.

 Start your journey by heading up through the Yarra Valley, over the scenic Black Spur 
and up to Eildon, the base for fi shing and houseboat holidays on Lake Eildon. From here, 
take the recently sealed southern road around the lake to Jamieson, a quaint little former 
gold-mining town with a renowned brewery. The road winds north from here to the all-
seasons adventure town of Mansfi eld, gateway to Mt Buller and a base for horse riding and 
mountain biking. The utterly scenic Mansfi eld-Whitfi eld Rd winds up and over the ranges 
before plunging down to the King Valley – don’t miss Power’s Lookout about halfway 
along. Spend some time in the King Valley – an underrated wine region – before hitting 
the gourmet trail along the Snow Rd between Milawa and Myrtleford. By now you’re on the 
Great Alpine Rd. Carry on to Bright, famous for its autumn colours and spring blossoms, 
before continuing on to Harrietville and the winding, hairpin ascent of Mt Hotham. En-
joy the expansive Alpine views from the summit before continuing to Dinner Plain and 
through alpine meadows to the historic town of Omeo. 

An alternative route from Bright is via Mt Beauty and Bogong Village to Falls Creek, 
then on the recently sealed road linking Falls with the Omeo Hwy. After taking a breather 
in Omeo, start your descent along the Tambo River though stunning valleys and farmland 
to Bruthen. From here it’s an easy drive to Bairnsdale or Lakes Entrance, where you can 
recuperate on the beach before deciding whether to continue east to Mallacoota, on the 
remote Wilderness Coast, or turn west and return to Melbourne via the Gippsland Lakes 
and Wilsons Promontory.
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 Three Weeks
Great Ocean Road & Grampians

 The Great Ocean Road  is one of the most popular touring routes in the country, and it’s 
no surprise to discover that it is worth the hype. Take two weeks to get the best from this 

region, then take another week to wind down via the Grampians  and Goldfi elds. 
 Start in the surfi ng mecca of Torquay by checking out the waves at Bells Beach, then 

head to family-friendly Anglesea to see the kangaroos at its golf course and take a break by 
its river. Aireys Inlet is next; tour the lighthouse before a beach walk at Fairhaven and a 
coff ee and overnight stay in the resort town of Lorne. The Great Ocean Road is in its ele-
ment now, but you can break up the sea views with a detour up into the rainforests of the 
Otway Ranges. Back on the Great Ocean Road, head to the fi shing village of Apollo Bay 
for a day or two then continue west into the koala and lighthouse zone of Cape Otway. It’s 
quite a stretch to Port Campbell National Park and its famed Twelve Apostles; take the 
time to count them and spend a night in Port Campbell to get a real feel for the area. Look 
for whales off  the coast of Warrnambool then continue west to quaint, and very Irish, Port 
Fairy. If there’s time, head to tiny Cape Bridgewater to check out the seal population and 
wind farms, then head inland towards the Grampians from Portland or Port Fairy. 

On the way to the Grampians stop for a meal (voted Victoria’s best in 2011) in tiny Dun-
keld. Spend a few days among the granite rock formations at Halls Gap, and visit some 
of the local wineries. Head back Melbourne-way via the gold-rush town of Ballarat. Check 
out its art gallery, antique stores and grand buildings before taking a detour to the goldfi eld 
towns of Daylesford and Hepburn Springs, now more famous for their natural mineral 
springs. Head through Trentham and Blackwood to the Western Hwy and you’ll be back in 
Melbourne in an hour. 
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 One Day
Dandenongs

 A mere 35km from Melbourne, the Dan-
denongs’  leafy respite is favoured by day-

trippers, and you’ll fi nd shops, restaurants 
and sights geared up for visitors. From the 
Burwood Hwy head east to Belgrave; here’s 
where all climb aboard Puffing Billy for a 
steam train journey through the mountains 
to Gembrook. From Belgrave, take the 
Monbulk Rd through Dandenong Ranges 
National Park and head to Sassafras, 
which, apart from having a great name, has 
some good eating options. Head through 
Olinda to William Ricketts Sanctuary 
and round off  the day by taking in the view 
from nearby Mt Dandenong (a view that’s 
even more spectacular at night).

 Two Days
Yarra Valley

 This itinerary  doesn’t take you too far 
out of Melbourne, but it does show off  

Melbourne’s vineyard-fi lled backyard. Start 
in Melbourne and hit the Maroondah Hwy 
to antique-laden Coldstream. Continue 
along the Maroondah to Healesville, a 
lovely town on the edge of the Yarra Ranges 
National Park. Eat at the large winery, taste 
a beer at the brewery and enjoy its small 
town charm. Head directly west to Yarra 
Glen, and up to Dixons Creek. The area 
was severely aff ected by bushfi res in 2009 
and is still recovering. Be adventurous and 
head up the Melba Hwy, then take a left 
west to Kinglake. Start the journey back to 
Melbourne via St Andrews, stopping at its 
market, if you happen to stumble upon the 
town on a Saturday. 
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OUR STORY
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 Jayne D’Arcy
 Coordinating author, Melbourne, Short Trips Around Melbourne, Great Ocean 
Road Growing up in the Victorian seaside suburb of Frankston had its advantages 
for Jayne; it motivated her to catch the train through all three zones to hang out in 
Prahran’s Greville St, Fitzroy’s Brunswick St, St Kilda and the Queen Vic Market. 
She hit 18 and swapped countries before returning and swapping geographical 
sides of the bay, making Geelong and Anglesea her home while she studied jour-

nalism. After a longish spell working in community radio in East Timor, she fi nally settled with her 
family in Melbourne’s vibrant north (in Zone 1, just). When she’s not riding her French 1970s folding 
bike around North Fitzroy, booking fl ights or pretending to renovate, Jayne writes for the Age in 
Melbourne. This is her seventh book for Lonely Planet.

 Paul Harding
 Short Trips Around Melbourne, Goldfi elds & Grampians, Mornington & Phil-
lip Island, Gippsland & Wilsons Promontory, The High Country, The Murray 
Melbourne-born but country-raised, Paul spent childhood summers in the 
Gippsland Lakes, and later many fi shing and camping trips along the Murray 
River and ski trips to Mt Hotham. He’s since seen (and written about) a good 
part of the world, but still calls this part of Australia home. For this edition, Paul 

travelled around most of regional Victoria and discovered – yet again – what a beautiful state 
this is. A freelance writer and photographer, Paul has contributed to more than 30 Lonely Planet 
guides, including numerous Australian titles.

 Donna Wheeler
 Melbourne Today, History, Food & Wine, Fashion & Shopping, The Arts, Sport 
Sydney-born and raised, Donna fell in love with Melbourne as a teenage art stu-
dent. Various stints in New York, London, rural Ireland and Italy aside, she has 
spent the better part of two decades trying to get used to Victoria’s weather. 
After careers as an editor, art director, digital producer and content strategist, 
Donna has embraced the solitude of the writer’s life and published widely on 

contemporary art, design, history and food. She is ninemsn Travel’s Melbourne Insider and has 
written guides to Melbourne, Milan and Tunisia for Lonely Planet. She is also an occasional trend 
forecaster and consultant. Currently based in Turin, Donna misses Melbourne’s easy-going but 
always spot-on style, gingerbread breakfasts at Cumulus Inc, and all her haunts on Smith St, 
Collingwood.

 




