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Mallorca Today

Struggle for the Soul of Mallorca

Mallorca stands at a crossroads. On one level, this is an island eternally
grateful for the economic windfall that comes from being the favourite
summer escape for many travellers from northern Europe: were it not
for tourism, Mallorca would most likely be an impoverished provincial
backwater. As it is, a staggering three out of every four Mallorquins rely
on tourism for their livelihood, and this shift away from a largely agri-
cultural society has radically transformed Mallorquin life in every way.

But therein also lies the problem: tourism since the mid-1950s and
the accompanying massive development have turned the island’s values
on their head. In a process known as balearizacion, great swaths of the
coast have been scarred by thoughtless construction and all too often
builders and the authorities have cheerfully ignored regulations limiting
construction. Furthermore, the massive arrival of mainland Spaniards
and Europeans, buying up property across Mallorca (20% of Mallorca’s
inhabitants are foreigners), has pushed housing prices beyond the reach
of many locals and unleashed debate on island identity. Some fear that
local culture and language are being swept aside. How to hold on what
remains of the past has become the central question in modern Mal-
lorquin life.

A Question of Language

One way in which Mallorquins have asserted their fidelity to their roots
is through language: Mallorquin, a dialect of Catalan that has evolved
since the conquest in 1229. Their tongue was edged out of the public
realm under Franco, but it has returned as a badge of pride for many
Mallorquins. You’re not expected to speak it, but you’ll hear it spoken
everywhere.

Top Reads Top Films

» Mafiana Mariana (Peter Kerr) » British Travellers in Mallorca » Woman of Straw (1963) Stars
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