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Mallorca is a bilingual island, 
Since the Balearic Islands received their auton-
omy statute in the 1980s, the islanders’ native 
Catalan (català) has recovered its o
alongside Spanish. This signi
Francoist policy which had largely eliminated 
minority languages from public life and schools.
This said, it would be pushing a point to say that 
Catalan, or its local dialect, 

ecome the primary language of Mallorca or 
e rest of the Balearic Islands. Today, despite 

broad schooling in Catalan, many locals 
e to speak Spanish (Castilian) anyway 

all, Spanish remains the lingua franca, 
between Mallorquins and other 

oreigners. You’ll often hear and 
Mallorca, and locals will be 

o hear you trying your 
he e

, rather than the polite form 
The polite form is used in the phrases 

provided in this chapter; where both options 
are given, they are indicated by the abbrevia-

Hola./Adiós. o·la/a·dyo
¿Qué tal? ke tal
Bien, gracias. byen
Perdón. p
Lo siento. 
Sí./No.
Por

Y
.lonely
can buy Lo
iPhone phras
Apple App Store

Language
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Cap Gros
Cala de
Deià

Cala Tuent

Badia
de Sóller

Cala de Vallemossa
Cala de

Banyalbufar

Cala d'Estellencs

Cala Portals
Vells

Cala Llamp Badia
de

Palma
Illa Malgrat

Illa del
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Illa de Sa
Dragonera
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SE A
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0 20 km
0 10 miles#e

Palma
Stunning cathedral and

modern art museums (p42)

Valldemossa
Historic village with

cobblestone streets (p87)

Cap de Formentor
Breathtaking peninsula

high above the Med (p112)

Pollença
Pilgrimage town with

medieval streets (p106)

Sóller
Enjoy an evocative train trip

to this pretty village (p92)

Deià
Artsy and beautiful
coastal village (p90)

Fornalutx & Biniaraix
Orchards and

stone-built hamlets (p98)
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Illa de Cabrera
Pristine archipelago with

stunning coves (p154)

Artà
Castle lookout and
great food (p136)

Cala Ratjada
Unspoiled east coast

beaches (p140)

Parc Natural de S'Albufera
Best birdwatching in

the Mediterranean (p117)

Platja des Coll Baix
Isolated and near-perfect
wilderness beach (p117)
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Look out for these icons:
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the accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maxi-
mum extent permitted, disclaim all liability arising from its use.

OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of 
adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed 
for the trip of a lifetime – across Europe and Asia overland to 
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Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offi  ces in Melbourne, London and 
Oakland, with more than 600 staff  and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook 
should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.
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 Anthony Ham
 In 2001 Anthony fell irretrievably in love with Spain on his fi rst visit to Madrid 
and, less than a year later, he arrived in the Spanish capital on a one-way ticket. 
A decade later, Madrid is very much home. From there, he spends a signifi cant 
proportion of every year exploring his adopted country, and has written or co-
written Lonely Planet guides to Madrid, Andalucía, Barcelona and Spain. When 
he’s not writing for Lonely Planet, Anthony writes about and photographs Spain, 

Africa and the Middle East for newspapers and magazines around the world.

Read more about Anthony at:
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