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A
Aarah  59
Aasaari Miskiiy  109
accommodation  170-1, see also 

individual locations
Male  44, 50-3
resorts  14-28

activities, see diving, snorkelling, 
surfing, water sports

Addu Atoll  118-22, 119
Ahmed, Mohamed Jaleel  133
air travel

seaplanes  13, 180, 8
to/from the Malidives  178-9
within the Maldives  179-80

Al Barbary, Abul Barakat Yoosuf  47, 127
alcohol  164, 173
Ali VI, Sultan  127
Alifushi  100
Andre, Captain Andreas  127
anemonefish  146, 149
angelfish  146, 148-9
animals  157-8, see also individual 

species, birds, marine life
archaeology, see Heyerdahl, Thor
architecture  162
area codes  13, 175
Ari Atoll  41, 81-92, 82
art galleries, see also museums

National Art Gallery  47
artificial beach  48
arts  159-62, see also crafts, dance, 

literature, music
ATMs  173

B
Baa  101-3, 96-7
Badeeu, Eagan Mohamed  161
bai bala  140
bashi  140
bathrooms  175

beaches  27-8, 48, 24
Bell, HCP  114, 118-20, 126, 129
bends, see decompression sickness
birds  157
boat travel,  see also dhonis, 

ferries, safari boats
to/from the Maldives  179
within the Maldives  180

bodu beru  8, 139, 159, 8
books  125, see also literature
Borah merchants  128-9
boxfish  146
Buddhism  81, 114, 119-20, 126
budget  12
Burunee  113
business hours  171
butterflyfish  147, 148

C
car travel  180
cash  173-4
cell phones  13, 175
children

at resorts  28
food  165
Male  53
travel with  171, 183

climate  12, 172
coffee  165
consulates  172
costs  54, 171
coral  34, 141-2

bleaching  34-5, 142, 131
cuts  182

courses  32
cowry shells  132
crafts  160-2
credit cards  173-4
cultural considerations  124, 167, 177
culture  124-5, 134-40

bodu beru  8, 139, 159, 8
education  136
sport  55, 140
traditional life  134-6
women in the Maldives  138

currency  12
customs regulations  172

D
dance  8, 139, 159, 8
dangers  182-3
decompression sickness  182
dengue fever  181
desalination  156, 164
Dhaalu  112-13, 110-11
Dhevvadhoo  115
Dhidhdhoo  95

Dhiffushi  61
Dhivehi  124, 184-5
Dhiyamigili  113
dhonis  135, 180
Dhoonidhoo  59
Dhuvaafaru  100
diarrhoea  183
Didi, Abdulla Afif  118-19, 130
Didi, Mohammed Amin  129
disabilities, travellers with  176
dive sites

Aquarium  61
Banana Reef  63
Blue Canyon  61
Bodu Hithi Thila  61
British Loyalty Wreck  121
Broken Rock  85
Colosseum  61
Devana Kandu  107
Dhidhdhoo Beyru  86
Dhigali Haa  101
Ellaidhoo House Reef  85
Embudhoo Express  75
Fesdu Wreck  85
Filitheyo Reef  109
Fish Head  85
Fotteyo  107
Fushi Kandu  112
Fushifaru Thila  104
Giant Clam  108
Guraidhoo Kandu  75
Halaveli Wreck  85
Hans Hass Place  49
Helengeli Thila  61
HP Reef  61
Kakani Thila  101
Kani Corner  61
Kuda Giri  75
Kuda Kandu  121
Kudarah Thila  85
Kuramathi House Reef  83
Kuredhoo Express  104
Lankan Caves  63
Lion’s Head  49
Maa Kandu  121
Maaya Thila  85
Macro Spot  112
Madi Finolhu  101
Manta Point  63
Manta Reef  85
Milaidhoo Reef  101
Muthafushi Thila  101
Nassimo Thila  63
Okobe Thila  63
Orimas Thila  85
Panetone  85
Rakeedhoo Kandu  107
Rasdhoo Madivaru  83
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Rasfari  61
Shark Point (Addu Atoll)  121
Shark Point (North Male Atoll)  61
Shark’s Tongue  108
Shipyard  104
Two Brothers  109
Vaadhoo Caves  75
Vaagali Caves  75
Vattaru Kandu  107-8
Velassaru Caves  75
Veligandu  84

diving  19, 29-35, 9, 17, 
see also snorkelling

costs  33
courses  32
dangers  182-3
dive safaris  30
equipment  32-3
health & safety  181-2
insurance  182
Male  49-50
responsible diving  33-4
seasons  31-2

dolphins  143
drinks  164, 173
driving  173

E
eagle rays, see rays
economy  137
ecotourism  16
Edu Faru Archipelago  98
education  136
electricity  172, 174
embassies  172
emergencies  13
entertainment  27, 55
environment

coral bleaching  34-5, 142, 131
endangered species  157-8
environmental issues  153-8
fishing  19, 154-5
freshwater  156
global warming  153-4
marine life  141-52
responsible travel  155-7
tourism  16, 124-5, 155

etiquette  124, 167, 177
exchange rates  13
Eydhafushi  101

F
Faafu  109-12, 110-11
Felidhoo Atoll  106
Felivaru  104
Fenfushi  85
ferries  166, 180

Feydhoo  120
feyli  101
films  125
fish  146-52, 148-9, see also 

individual species
fish market  47
fishing  19, 154-5
flutemouth  147
flying gurnard  147
Foammulah, see Fuvahmulah
Fonadhoo  114
food  163-5

children  165
costs  54
Male  44, 53-5
vegetarians  165
within resort  25-7

Friday Mosque (Isdhoo)  114
fruit bats  157
Fuamulaku, see Fuvahmulah
Fulhadhoo  101
Fulidhoo  106
Funadhoo  59, 98
Fuvahmulah  118

G
Gaafaru Falhu  73
Gaafu Alifu  115-17, 116
Gaafu Dhaalu  117-18
Gaamaadhoo  61
Gadhdhoo  117
Gan  119-20
Gan, Gaafu Alifu  114, 117
gay travellers  172
Gayoom, Maumoon Abdul  125, 130-3
geography  155
geology  158
global warming  153-4
Gnaviyani  118, 116
Goidhoo  101
Grand Friday Mosque &  

Islamic Centre  46-7
groupers  147
guesthouses  16, 167

Arena Lodge  78
Asseyri Tourist Inn  97
Casa Barabaru  108
Cola’s Guesthouse  73
Goby Lodge  91
Happy Life Safari Lodge  73-5
Keyodhoo Guesthouse  108
Kuri Inn  90-1
Plama Guesthouse  69
Rip Tide Vacation Inn  79-80
Summer Villa  78
Villa Stella  113
White Shell Beach Inn  80
Yellow Rehendi Inn  80

Gulhi  75
Guraidhoo  73, 113

H
Haa Alifu  93-6
Haa Dhaalu  96-8
hammerhead sharks  6, 143, 7
Hanifaru Huraa Unesco World 

Biosphere Reserve  101
Hanimaadhoo  97
Hassan, Dr Mohammed Waheed  133
hawittas  114-15, 117-18
health  181-3
Heyerdahl, Thor  98, 109, 112, 115, 

117, 126
Himmafushi  60
Hinduism  109, 115
Hinnavaru  103
history  126-33

1988 coup  131
2008 elections  132-3
2012 coup  133
ancient history  126
British bases & southern  

secession  129-30
conversion to Islam  127
early 20th century  129
growth & development  131-2
Indian Ocean tsunami  133
Male  45
Portugese influence  126-7
protected independence  128-9
republic  130-1
Thakurufaanu, Mohammed  47, 93, 

127, 128
Hithadhoo  114, 120
Hoarafushi  95
Holhudhoo  98
holidays  174-5
Hulhudheli  112
Hulhule  58
Hulhumale  58-9, 134
Hulhumeedhoo  121
Huraa  60
Huvadhoo Kandu  115

I
Ibn Abdullah, Mohammed  109
Ibn Battuta  118, 126, 130
idolatry  139
Iguraidhoo  100
Imaadudeen II,  

Mohammed  113
immigration  176-8
independent travel  166-7
Indian Ocean tsunami  133
inhabited islands  166-7, 10
Innamaadhoo  100
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insurance

diving  182
health  181
travel  172

internet
access  172-3
resources  13, 136

Isdhoo  114
Isdhoo Loamaafaanu  126
Islam  127, 138-40

J
jacks  147
jewellers’ islands  112
jewellery  162
jinnis  126, 139-40
joli  120, 160

K
Kaadedhoo  117
Kaashidhoo  73
Kadhoo  114
Kandholhudhoo  100
Kanditheemu  98
Kelaa  95
Keyodhoo  106
Kibidhoo  113
Kinolhas  100
Kolhufushi  108
Kondey  115
Kuda Bandos  59
Kuda Eid  139
Kudahuvadhoo  112
Kudhoo  115
Kulhuduffushi  96
Kumundhoo  97

L
Laamu  114-15, 116
lacquer work  160-1
Landhoo  98
language  12, 184
legal matters  173
lesbian travellers  172
Lhaviyani  103-5, 96-7
lionfish  147, 148
literature  159-60, see also books
long eats  163-4

M
maa badhige  98
Maafilaafushi  104

Maafushi  73
Maamigili  84
magazines  174
Magoodhoo  109
Mahibadhoo  84
Majeediyya Carnival  48
Maldive Mystery, The  98, 109, 130
Male  40, 44-59, 46, 48-9, 

59, 6-7
accommodation  44, 50-3
activities  49-50
diving  49-50
entertainment  55
food  44, 53-5
highlights  44
history  45
information  56-7
markets  47
shopping  55
sights  45-8
travel within  57-8
travel to/from  57
walking tour  51, 51

Male Ibrahim Nasir  
International Airport  13, 178

Manadhoo  98
manta rays, see rays
maps  173
Maradhoo  120
marine life  141-52
markets  47
measures  174
medical services  181
Meemu  108-9, 110-11
Milandhoo  98
Ministry of Islamic Affairs  45
mobile phones  13, 175
money  12-13, 173-4
Moorish idol  150
moray eels  150, 145
Moresby, Captain  

Robert  128
Moresby Channel  100
mosques

Aasaari Miskiiy  109
Friday Mosque (Isdhoo)  114
Grand Friday Mosque &  

Islamic Centre  46-7
Old Friday Mosque  45
Vaadhoo mosque  117

motorcycle travel  180
Mulah  108
Muleeaage & Medhu  

Ziyaarath  47
Muli  108
museums

National Museum  45-6
Utheemu museum  93-6

music  159

N
Naifaru  103
Napoleon wrasse, see wrasse
Narudhoo  98
Naseem, Evan  132
Nasheed, Mohammed  124-5, 132-3
Nasir, Ibrahim  119, 130
National Art Gallery  47
national ferry network  166, 180
National Marine Park  98
National Museum  45-6
national parks, see Protected 

Marine Areas
National Security Service  131-2
National Stadium  55
newspapers  136, 174
Nilandhoo  109
Noonu  98-100
North Male Atoll  36-7, 40, 60-73, 62
northern atolls  41, 93-105, 94
NSS, see National Security Service

O
Old Friday Mosque  45
One-and-a-Half-Degree Channel  115
opening hours  171

P
palm-toddy tappers, see raa-veri
parrotfish  150
passports  176-8
People’s Majlis  136
photography  174
planning, see also individual regions

Ari Atoll  41
budgeting  12
children  171, 183
independent travel  166-7
internet resources  13, 136
Maldives basics  12-13
Maldives regions  40-1
Male  40
North Male Atoll  40
northern atolls  41
resorts  14-28
South Male Atoll  40
southern atolls  41
travel seasons  12

politics  124-5, 136-7
population  124-5
postal services  174
presidential palace,  

see Muleeaage & Medhu Ziyaarath
produce market  47
Protected Marine Areas  158

Banana Reef  63
Fushi Kandu  112
Shark Point (North Male Atoll)  61
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public holidays  174-5
pufferfish  150
Pyrard, François  101

R
Raa  100-1, 96-7
raa-veri  134
Rakeedhoo  106
Ramadan, see Ramazan
Ramazan  139
Rasdhoo Atoll  83-4
Rasgetheemu  100
rays  143-6, 151, 144
Redin people  98, 114, 126
religion  124-5, 134, 138-40, see also 

Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam
resorts  14-28, see also 

Resorts subindex
activities  16-25
basics  18-19
beaches  27-8
children  28
entertainment  27
food & drink  25-7
luxuries  27
ratings table  22-3
types  14-16

responsible travel  155-7
Ribudhoo  112
rock cod  151

S
safari boats  20-1, 37, 171
safety  182-3
seaplanes  13, 180, 8
sharks  143, 144

hammerhead sharks  6, 143, 7
reef sharks  150, 144
whale sharks  10

Shaviyani  98
shipwrecks  31

British Loyalty Wreck  121
Erlangen  73
Fesdu Wreck  85
Halaveli Wreck  85
Hayston  97
Lady Christine  73
Lagan Bank  114
Maldive Victory  50
Persia Merchant  97
SS Seagull  73

shopping  55
short eats  163-4
snapper  151
snorkelling  19, 35-6, 9, see also diving
South Male Atoll  37, 40, 60, 73-80, 74
southern atolls  41, 106-22, 107

southern rebellion  117-18
spa treatments  19-20
speedboats  180
sport  55, 140, see also water sports
Sri Mahabarana  126
stingrays, see rays
surfaris, see safari boats
surfing  21, 36-9, 38
surgeonfish  151-2
sweetlips  151

T
taxis  180
telephone services  13, 175
tetrapod monument  48
tetrapods  52
Thaa  113, 116
Thakurufaanu,  

Mohammed  47, 93, 127, 128
Thilafushi  59
Thimarafushi  113
thin mugoali  140
Thinadhoo  117
Thoddoo  81
Thulhaadhoo  101
Thulusdhoo  60
thunda kunaa  117, 160
time  175
tipping  173-4
toilets  175
Tomb of Mohammed Thakurufaanu  47
tourism  16, 124-5, 155
tourist information  175
tours, see safari boats
travel to/from the Maldives  178-9
travel within the Maldives  179-80
travellers cheques  174
trevallies  147
triggerfish  151
tsunami  133
turtles  157-8, 145
TV  174

U
Ugoofaaru  100
Uligamu  95
undholi  120, 160
unicornfish  152
Utheemu  93-6
Utheemu museum  93-6
Utheemu Palace  93-6

V
Vaadhoo  117
Vaadhoo mosque  117
Vaavu  106-8, 110-11
vacations  174-5

Vaikaradhoo  97
Vattaru Falhu Atoll  106
vegetarian travellers  165
Velidhoo  98
Veymandhoo  113
Viligili  58, 115
Vilufushi  113
visas  13, 176-7

W
wadhemun  140
walking tour  51, 51
water  156, 164
water sports  21-5, 17
weather  12, 172
websites, see internet
weights  174
whale sharks 10
Whale Submarine  47-8
whales  143
wildlife  157-8, see also individual 

species, birds, marine life
women in the Maldives  138
women travellers  177
work  177
wrasse  152
wrecks, see shipwrecks

Y
yachts  179

RESORTS
Adaaran Prestige Vadoo  77
Adaaran Select Hudhuran Fushi  68
Adaaran Select Meedhupparu  100
Alimatha Aquatic  108
Anantara Dhigu & Anantara Veli  78
Anantara Kihavah Villas  102-3
Angaga  88
Angsana Ihuru  66
Angsana Velavaru  113
Asdu Sun Island  70
Ayada Maldives  117-18
Bandos Island Resort  72-3
Banyan Tree Madivaru  86
Banyan Tree Vabbinfaru  65
Baros  66-7
Biyadhoo  79
Centara Grand Island Resort &  

Spa Maldives  87
Chaaya Island Dhonveli  71-2
Chaaya Lagoon Hakuraa  

Huraa  108-9
Chaaya Reef Ellaidhoo  88
Club Med Kani  68
Coco Palm Bodu Hithi  67
Coco Palm Dhuni Kolhu  103
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resorts continued
Coco Palm Kuda Hithi  68
Cocoa Island  76
Conrad Maldives Rangali Island  87
Constance Halaveli Resort  89
Dhiggiri  108
Diamonds Athuruga Beach &  

Water Villas  90
Dusit Thani Maldives  102
Embudu Village  79
Equator Village  122
Eriyadu  71
Fihalhohi Resort  77
Filitheyo  109-11
Four Seasons Kuda Huraa  65-6
Four Seasons Landaa Giraavaru  101-2
Fun Island Resort  77
Gangehi Island Resort  90
Helengeli Island Resort  68
Hilton Maldives Iru Fushi  

Resort & Spa  99
Holiday Island  91
Huvafen Fushi  64-5
Island Hideaway  95-6
Jumeirah Dhevanafushi  115
Jumeirah Vittaveli  76
Kandooma  78, 17

Kanuhura  104
Komandoo Island Resort  104-5
Kuramathi  83-4
Kuredu Island Resort & Spa  105
Kurumba Maldives  69-70
Lily Beach Resort  90
LUX* Maldives  88
Maayafushi  91-2
Madoogali  88-9
Maison Cheval Blanc Randheli  98
Makunudu Island  67
Medhufushi  109
Meeru Island  69
Mirihi  86-7
Naladhu  77
Nika Island  89-90
Niyama  112
Olhuveli Beach & Spa  78
One & Only Reethi Rah  63-4
Palm Beach Resort  105
Palm Villa  99
Paradise Island  72
Park Hyatt Maldives Hadahaa  117
Raffles Konottaa  117
Rania Experience  111-12
Ranveli Beach Resort  89
Reethi Beach Resort  103

Residence Maldives  115
Reveries Diving Village  114-15
Rihiveli Beach Resort  76-7
Robinson Club  115
Shangri-La Villingili  122
Sheraton Maldives  

Full Moon Resort & Spa  67-8
Six Senses Laamu  114, 24
Soneva Fushi  102
Soneva Gili  64
Summer Island Village  70-1
Sun Island  91
Taj Exotica  77
Thudufushi  89
Thulhagiri  70
Vakarufalhi Island Resort  89
Velassaru  77
Velidhu Island Resort  89
Veligandu  84
Viceroy Maldives  98
Vilamendhoo  89
Vilu Reef  112
Vivanta by Taj Coral Reef  68
W Retreat & Spa  86
Waldorf Astoria Maldives  95
Zitahli Kuda-Funafaru Maldives  99
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Beach

Diving/Snorkelling

Sleeping

Eating

Camping

Canoeing/Kayaking
Skiing
Surfing
Swimming/Pool
Walking
Windsurfing
Other Activity/
Course/Tour

Buddhist
Castle
Christian
Hindu
Islamic
Jewish
Monument
Museum/Gallery
Ruin
Winery/Vineyard
Zoo
Other Sight

Entertainment

Shopping

Drinking
Cafe

Post Office
Tourist Information

Airport
Border Crossing
Bus

Cycling
Ferry
Metro
Monorail
Parking

Taxi
S-Bahn

Train/Railway
Tram
Tube Station
U-Bahn
Other Transport

Cable Car/
Funicular

Walking Tour
Detour

Walking Tour

Path

Lane
Tertiary

Tollway
Freeway
Primary

Steps
Plaza/Mall

Pedestrian
Overpass

Secondary

Unsealed Road

Tunnel

International

Disputed
Regional/Suburb
Marine Park
Cliff
Wall

State/Province

Capital (National)
Capital
(State/Province)
City/Large Town
Town/Village

Beach/Desert
Cemetery
(Christian)
Cemetery (Other)
Park/Forest
Sportsground
Sight (Building)
Top Sight
(Building)

River/Creek
Intermittent River
Swamp/Mangrove
Reef
Canal
Water
Dry/Salt/
Intermittent Lake
Glacier

Lighthouse
Hut/Shelter

Lookout
Mountain/Volcano
Oasis
Park
Pass
Picnic Area
Waterfall

Sights

Activities, Courses
& Tours

Sleeping

Eating

Entertainment

Shopping

Drinking

Information

Transport

Geographic

Hydrography

Areas

Boundaries

Population

Routes
Map Legend

Look out for  
these icons:

o Our author’s  
recommendation

F No payment 
required

S A green or  
sustainable option

Our authors have nominated 
these places as demonstrating 
a strong commitment to 
sustainability – for example by 
supporting local communities 
and producers, operating in an 
environmentally friendly way, 
or supporting conservation 
projects.

	These symbols will help you find the listings you want:

1 Sights T Tours 6 Drinking

r Beaches z Festivals & Events 3 Entertainment

2 Activities 4 Sleeping 7 Shopping

C Courses 5 Eating 8 Information/
Transport

	These symbols give you the vital information for each listing:
% Telephone Numbers W Wi-Fi Access g Bus
h Opening Hours s Swimming Pool f Ferry
p Parking v Vegetarian Selection
n Nonsmoking E English-Language Menu
a Air-Conditioning c Family-Friendly
i Internet Access # Pet-Friendly

	Reviews are organised by author preference.
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Many thanks to the travellers who used the 
last edition and wrote to us with helpful 
hints, useful advice and interesting anec-
dotes: Kevin Dillow, Murray Laing, Nancy 
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Tom Masters
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