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 From soulful flamenco and daring architecture, to delicious 
food and avant-garde cities, Spain could be Europe’s most 
exotic country. Wherever you venture you’ll discover a 
beguiling land with a mix of stirring and often curious tradi-
tions, live-for-the-moment hedonism and a willingness to 
embrace the future with a relentlessly adventurous spirit.

 Spain’s dynamic cities are temples to 
all that’s modern and cool. Madrid, Barcelona, 
Valencia and Seville have become bywords for that pecu-
liarly Spanish talent for living the good life, at full volume 
and all night long. At the same time, most cities promise a 
daytime feast of more sedate but nonetheless exceptional 
sites, from world-class art galleries and graceful Islamic-era 
monuments to barrios (neighbourhoods) overflowing with 
medieval charm, and zany Gaudí flights of fancy.

 Spaniards have turned eating and 
drinking into an art form. From the culinary 
flamboyance of pintxos (Basque tapas) in San Sebastián 
to steaming seafood-infused paella served under the 
Valencian sunshine, Spanish food has an enviable 
reputation. In fact, if you really want to experience the best 
of Spain the way to do it is not to rush through an endless 
succession of tourist sights, but rather to slow the pace 
down and make eating the centrepiece of your day.

 Spain is a reflection of its past. Poign-
antly windswept Roman ruins, cathedrals of rare power 
and incomparable jewels of Islamic architecture speak 
of a country where the great civilisations of history have 
always risen, fallen and left behind their indelible mark. 
More recently, what other country could produce such re-
bellious and relentlessly creative spirits as Salvador Dalí, 
Pablo Picasso and Antoni Gaudí and place them front and 
centre in public life? Here, grand monuments to the past 
coexist alongside architectural creations of such daring 
that it becomes clear that Spain’s future will be every bit 
as original as its past.

 Spain is a 
beguiling 

mix of 
stirring 

and often 
curious 

traditions.

 This Is Spain This Is Spain

Flamenco dancer
GREG GERLA/GETTY IMAGES ©
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 BarcelonaBarcelona
 Home to cutting-edge architecture, world-class dining and vertiginous nightlife, Barce-
lona (p51) has long been one of Europe’s most alluring destinations. Days are spent wan-
dering the cobblestone lanes of the Gothic quarter, basking on Mediterranean beaches 
or marvelling at Gaudí masterpieces across the city. By night, Barcelona is a whirl of 
vintage cocktail bars, gilded music halls, innovative eateries and dance-loving clubs, with 
the party extending well into the night. There are also colourful markets, hallowed arenas 
(such as Camp Nou where FC Barça plays), and a calendar packed with traditional Cata-
lan festivals. Park Güell (p80)

03-top-25-highlights-dc-spa4.indd   1103-top-25-highlights-dc-spa4.indd   11 22/09/2014   4:23:49 PM22/09/2014   4:23:49 PM



W
A

LT
E

R
 B

IB
IK

O
W

/G
E

T
T

Y
 IM

A
G

E
S

 ©

R
O

S
S

 D
U

R
A

N
T

 P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

Y/G
E

T
T

Y
 IM

A
G

E
S

 ©

Tasting Tasting  TapasTapas
 One of the world’s most enjoyable ways to eat, tapas is as much a way of life as it is Spain’s most 
accessible culinary superstar. These bite-sized bar snacks are the accompaniment to countless 
Spanish nights of revelry and come in seemingly endless variations on the theme. In Andalucía, 
expect the best jamón or fine Spanish olives. In San Sebastián (p150) and elsewhere in the 
Basque Country (where they call tapas pintxos) tapas are an elaborate form of culinary art.

1212 SPAIN’S TOP 25 HIGHLIGHTS
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information 92-3
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Pedralbes 81
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sights 60-81
tours 81-2
travel to/from 93-4
travel within 57, 94-5
websites 57

Basque Spain 135-57
food 140
highlights 138-9
itineraries 142-3
planning 141
travel within 141
websites 141
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beaches 30, 107, 284, 305
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bicycle travel, see cycling
Bienal de Flamenco 44
Bilbao 19, 138, 144-50, 146-7
Boabdil 323
boat travel 359-60, 361
books 47, 325
Bubión 312-13
budgeting 49, 346, 349
bullfighting 161, 209, 341-2
Burgos 164-6
bus travel 358, 359, 361-2, 

364
business hours 49, 353

C
Cabo de Gata 315
Cadaqués 114-15
Cádiz 28, 235, 273-7, 274-5
Caliphate of Córdoba 322
Camino de Santiago 24, 

135-75, 137
food 140
highlights 138-9
itineraries 142-3
planning 141
travel within 141
websites 141

Camp Nou 80
Campo de Criptana 227
Capileira 312-13
car travel 358, 359, 362-4
Carlos IV 324
Carmona 254-5
Carnaval 42
Cartagena 130
Castell de Púbol 118
castles 228
Catalonia 97-33, 98-9

food 103
highlights 100-1
itineraries 104-5
planning 103

travel within 103
websites 103

cathedrals, see churches & 
cathedrals

Cazalla de la Sierra 255
cell phones 48, 355
Centro de Arte 

Reina Sofía 336
Cervantes, Miguel de 213, 227
children, travel with 201, 330-1
churches & cathedrals 166

Catedral (León) 139, 168
Catedral (Seville) 235, 244-7
Catedral de Santiago de 

Compostela 139, 172-3
La Sagrada Família 15, 54, 

72-5, see also Gaudí, 
Antoni

Mezquita 20, 234, 258-61
Ciudad de las Artes y las 

Ciencias 128
civil war 325
climate 48, 348, see also 

individual regions
Coca 228
Columbus, Christopher 324
Consuegra 227
cooking courses 345
Córdoba 234, 255-64, 256
Costa Brava 30, 101
Costa del Sol 309
credit cards 352-3
Cruz, José Monge 333
Cueva de Nerja 311
currency 48
customs regulations 349
cycling 361

D
Dalí, Salvador 100, 116-17, 

118, 337
dangers, see safety
de Lucía, Paco 333
debit cards 352-3
disabilities, travellers with 

356-7

diving 100
Domènech i Montaner, Lluis 

70, 76-7
Don Quixote 227
driving, see car travel

E
Easter, see Semana Santa
Écija 255
economy 318-19
El Camarón de la Isla 333
El Greco 107, 127, 144, 191, 194, 

196, 213, 215, 220
El Rocío 269
El Toboso 227
Elciego 158
electricity 349
emergencies 355, 367
Equanimal 342
Estepona 309
European Union 327
Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (ETA) 

327, 328
events, see festivals & events
exchange rates 49

F
family travel 201, 330-1
Felipe II 323, 324
Feria de Abril 43
Fernando III 322
festivals & events 13, 42-5, 

237, see also flamenco
Bienal de Flamenco 44
Carnaval 42
Feria de Abril 43
La Tomatina 44
Las Fallas 31, 42, 101, 129
Sanfermines (Running of the 

Bulls) 161
Semana Santa 16, 43, 240

Figueres 115-18
films 47
flamenco 24, 25, 46, 234, 272, 

332-4000 Map pages
370370
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INDEX  F-M
food 29, 343-6, 349, see also 

individual locations
jamón 27, 47, 345
language 367
pintxos 12, 19, 138, 147-8, 

155-6, 200-1
tapas 12, 86, 182, 236, 344

football 57, 81, 210, 331
Franco, Francisco 325, 326-7
Fuengirola 309

G
galleries, see museums & 

galleries
Gaudí, Antoni 54, 61, 67-9, 

70-1, 72-5, 80, 340
gay travellers 349-51
Gehry, Frank 148, 158
Gibraltar 306-9
Giralda 244-5, 
Girona 110-14, 112
Goya, Francisco 335-6
Granada 282, 288-99, 294-5
Grazalema 266-7
Guernica 151, 325
Guggenheim museum 138, 148

H
health 351-2
Hemingway, Ernest 199, 268, 

325 
hiking 18, see also Camino de 

Santiago
Grazalema 266
Parque Nacional de Ordesa y 

Monte Perdido 123
Picos de Europa 165
Pyrenees the 17, 100, 122-5
Sierra Nevada & Las 

Alpujarras 19
history 320-9

Celts 321
Christian Reconquista 323
civil war 325
democracy 327-9

Franco period 326-7
Greeks 321
Holy Roman Empire 324
Islamic Spain 322
Phoenicians 320
Romans 321

holidays 353-4
Holy Roman Empire 324
Huerta de San Vicente 299
hypothermia 351

I
immigration 357-8
Inquisition 322
insurance 352
International Brigades 327
internet access 352
Isabel of Castilla 322-4
Islamic architecture 21, 338
Itálica 253
itineraries 32-41, see also 

individual regions

J
jamón 27, 47, 345
Jerez de la Frontera 269-73, 

270-1
Jewish history 46
Juan Carlos I 327

K
Knights Templar 227, 228

L
La Rábida 255
La Rambla 55, 60-1, 64-7, 82-3, 

84-5
La Rioja 20, 139, 157-60
La Sagrada Família 15, 54, 

72-5, see also Gaudí, Antoni
Laguardia 159-60
language 48, 367

Las Alpujarras 19, 283, 310-13
Las Fallas 31, 42-3, 101, 129
legal matters 352
León 25, 139, 166-9, 167
lesbian travellers 349-51
Logroño 158-9

M
MACBA 67
Madrid 23, 46, 177-212, 188-9, 

202-3
accommodation 196-8
Chueca 198, 202-3, 204-5, 

207-8, 202-3
drinking & nightlife 16, 181, 

205-8
El Retiro 189-91
entertainment 208-10
food 182, 199-205
highlights 180-1
history 183
Huertas 197-8, 201-4, 206-7
information 211
itineraries 184-5
La Latina 188-9, 197, 199-

201, 206
Lavapiés 188-9, 197, 199-

201, 206 
Malasaña 198, 204-5, 207-8, 

202-3
Northern Madrid 191, 196
planning 183
Plaza Mayor 186-8, 196-7, 

199, 205
Royal Madrid 186-8, 196-7, 

199, 205
Salamanca 191, 202-3, 204, 

202-3
Santa Ana 197-8, 201-4, 

206-7
shopping 210
sights 186-96
Sol 197-8, 201-4, 206-7
tours 196
travel to/from 211-12
travel within 183, 212
websites 183 371371
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INDEX  M
-S

Málaga 283, 299-304, 300
Marbella 309-10
markets 93
measures 350
medical services 351
Medina Azahara 262
Mercat de la Boqueria 86
metro 364
Metropol Parasol 241
Mezquita 20, 234, 258-61
Miró, Joan 77
mobile phones 48, 355
Modernista architecture 46, 

61, 70, 340
Moguer 255
money 48, 49, 352-3
Montjuïc 77-9, 81, 89
Montserrat 106-7
Morente, Enrique 333
Mota del Cuervo 227
motorcycle travel 358, 359, 

362-4
museums & galleries 22, 182, 

198, 284, 329, 336
Centro de Arte Reina Sofía 

180, 189-90, 191, 336
Ciudad de las Artes y las 

Ciencias 128
MACBA 67
Museo del Greco 215
Museo del Prado 180, 192-6
Museo Guggenheim 138, 148
Museo Thyssen-Bornemisza 

190
Museu Picasso 68
Teatre-Museu Dalí 100, 116-17

music 47

N
national parks & reserves

Parque Nacional de Doñana 
269

Parque Nacional de Ordesa y 
Monte Perdido 122-3

Parque Natural de Cabo de 
Gata-Níjar 315

Parque Natural Sierra de 
Grazalema 265-7

NATO 327
Nerja 310
newspapers 350
Niebla 255
nightlife 17

O
Ochagavía 123
olive oil 345
Olvera 265
opening hours 49, 353
Osuna 255
outdoor activities 102

P
paella 345
Palencia 166
Palos de la Frontera 255
Pampaneira 312-13
Pamplona 160-4
paradores 26
Park Güell 80
passports 357-8
Pedraza 228
Peñafiel 228
phonecards 355
Picasso, Pablo 68, 299, 301, 

336
Picos de Europa 165
pintxos 12, 19, 138, 147-9, 155-

6, 200-1
Plaça Reial 64
planning, see also individual 

regions
budgeting 49
calendar of events 42-5
children, travel with 330-1
itineraries 32-41
repeat visitors 46
resources 47

Spain basics 48-9
travel seasons 48

Plasencia 166
politics 319
Ponferrada 228
population 318
public holidays 353-4
pueblos blancos 235, 238, 

264-73
Puig i Cadafalch, Josep 71, 76
Pyrenees the 17, 100, 122-5

Q
Quixote, Don 227

R
radio 350
Rajoy, Mariano 329
refunds 353
religion 318
Río Sil 228
Roman sites 65, 102, 322
Ronda 267-9
Running of the Bulls 

(Sanfermine) 161

S
safety 354
Salamanca 18, 180, 222-6
San Lorenzo de El Escorial 

213-14
San Sebastián 138, 150-7, 

152-3
Santa Teresa 219
Santiago de Compostela 169-

75, 170
scams 354
Segovia 28, 181, 226-9
Semana Santa 16, 43, 240
Serra del Cadí 123
Seville 13, 235, 240-54, 242-3

accommodation 249-50
drinking & nightlife 252-3

000 Map pages
372372
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INDEX  S-Z
entertainment 253
food 250-2
information 253
sights 240-9
tours 249
travel to/within 253-4

Sierra Nevada 19, 283, 310-13
Sitges 107-9
skiing 19, 102, 201, 311
smoking 350
Sos del Rey Católico 124
South America 324
Spanish (language) 367
St James 169, 323
Suárez, Adolfo 327

T
tapas 12, 86, 182, 236, 344
Tàpies, Antoni 76
Tarifa 305-6
Tariq ibn Ziyad 322
Tarragona 109-10
taxes 353
taxis 364
Teatre-Museu Dalí 100, 116-17
telephone services 48, 355
Teruel 122
teterías 298

theft 354
time 356
tipping 353
Toledo 21, 181, 214-19, 216-17
Torla 123-4
Torre, Manuel 333
Torremolinos 309
tourist information 356
train travel 358-9, 360, 365-6
tram travel 365
travel to/from Spain 49, 

357-60
travel within Spain 49, 361-6
travellers cheques 353
trekking, see hiking
TV 350

U
Úbeda 283, 313-15
Universidad Civil 223

V
vacations 353-4
Val D’aran 123
Valencia 101, 125-33, 126
Vall Ferrera 123
Valle de Ansó 123

Valle de Echo 123
Valle Del Roncal 123
Vejer de la Frontera 265
Velázquez, Diego 335-7
villages 26, 124
visas 48, 357

W
walking, see hiking
walking tours 58-9, 184-5 

58, 184
water 352
weather 48, 348, see also 

individual regions
websites 47
weights 350
White Towns 235, 238, 264-73
wi-fi 352
windmills 227
wine 20, 139, 140, 160, 346
women travellers 357

Z
Zahara de la Sierra 265
Zapatero, José Luis 

Rodríguez 329
Zaragoza 101, 118-22, 119
Zuheros 265

373373
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