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OUR STORY

A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of
adventure. In1972 that's all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed
for the trip of a lifetime — across Europe and Asia overland to
Australia. It took several months, and at the end — broke but
inspired — they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap.
Within a week they'd sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born.

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Franklin, London,
Melbourne, Oakland, Dublin, Beijing and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share
Tony's belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three things: inform, educate and amuse'.

OUR WRITERS

'v'- Kate Morgan

Having worked for Lonely Planet for over a decade now, Kate has been
fortunate enough to cover plenty of ground working as a travel writer on desti-
nations such as Shanghai, Japan, India, Zimbabwe, the Philippines and Phuket.
She has done stints living in London, Paris and Osaka, but these days is based
in one of her favourite regions in the world - Victoria, Australia. In between
travelling the world and writing about it, Kate enjoys spending time at home
working as a freelance editor.

Tim Bewer

Southern Laos

After university Tim worked as a legislative assistant before quitting capitol life
to backpack around West Africa. It was during this trip that the idea of becoming
a travel writer and photographer was hatched, and he's been at it ever since. He
has visited over 80 countries, including most in Southeast Asia. His first journey
to Laos was in 1997, before the highway from Vientiane to the south was paved,
and he's returned nearly a dozen times since. He lives in Khon Kaen, Thailand.

Nick Ray

Vientiane, Vang Vieng & Around, Central Laos

A Londoner of sorts, Nick comes from Watford, the sort of town that makes you
want to travel. He currently lives in Phnom Penh and has written for countless
guidebooks on the Mekong region, including Lonely Planet's Cambodia and
Vietnam books, as well as Southeast Asia on a Shoestring. When not writing, he
is often out exploring the remote parts of the region as a location scout or line
producer for the world of television and film, including anything from Top Gear Vietnam to Tomb
Raider. Laos is one of his favourite countries on earth and he was thrilled to finally ride the Loop
and explore the caves of Tha Khaek.

Richard Waters

Luang Prabang & Around, Northern Laos, Environment, People & Culture
Richard is based in the Cotswolds, close enough to get to London and, more
importantly, only two hours from Devon's surf. For the last 12 years he's worked
for Lonely Planet and The Daily Telegraph, Sunday Times, Independent and more
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