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Top Itineraries

Day One

Southern Higashiyama (p79)

K Start your Kyoto experience by head-
0: ing to the city’s most important (and
popular) sightseeing district: Southern Hi-
gashiyama. This area contains the thickest
concentration of worthwhile sights in Kyoto.
See p85 for a description of the main sight-
seeing route here.

X

Northern Higashiyama (p92)

If you have the energy after lunch,

continue heading north along the
base of the Higashiyama mountains. Start at
Nanzen-ji and follow the Path of Philoso-
phy (Tetsugaku-no-Michi) all the way to
Ginkaku-ji, stopping at Honen-in along
the way. See p98 for a description of the
main sightseeing route here.

)
Q

Lunch Eat at a restaurant on Sanen-
zaka/Ninen-zaka or on Sanjo-dori.

& Dinner Omen (p100), a fabulous noo-
P 4 dle restaurant, is close to Ginkaku-ji.

Downtown Kyoto (p54)

* After dinner, head back to your lodg-
* P ings (which may very well be located
in Downtown Kyoto). You'll probably be
pretty walked out if you've done both South-
ern and Northern Higashiyama in one day,
so a short amble around the streets of Down-
town Kyoto will probably be sufficient to
round out this day.

Day Two

Arashiyama & Sagano (p112)

oee, After exploring the Higashiyama on
&=l Day One, you’ll want to head west to
the Arashiyama & Sagano district, which
has a dense concentration of first-rate
sights. The typical route involves starting at
Tenryii-ji and working your way north to
Gio-ji or Adashino Nembutsu-ji. See p115
for a description of the main sightseeing
route here.

X

Northwest Kyoto (p92)

Tt makes sense to stay on the west side

of town in the afternoon of this day.
Take a taxi from the end of the morning’s
route or lunch stop to Kinkaku-ji and/or
Ryoan-ji. If you still have energy to burn,
you can check out Myoshin-ji late in the
afternoon.

X

Downtown Kyoto (p54)

* Like Day One, this is a pretty big

X day, with a fair bit of transport, so
you probably won’t feel like doing too much
walking on this evening. Again, we recom-
mend some strolling around Downtown
Kyoto. The atmospheric lane of Pontocho is
a great place to wander, as is Kiyamachi-
dori, particularly the stretch between Shijo-
dori and Gojo-dori.

Lunch Eat near Keifuku Arashiyama
Station or along the route at Komichi.

Dinner Head back downtown (p58) to
eat near your lodgings.



Day Three

Southeast Kyoto (p124)

e, You'll probably be feeling like a

&=L break from the crowds about now.
For this reason we suggest heading to
Southeast Kyoto. Here, you’ll find two
absolutely ripping attractions: Tofuku-ji
(don’t forget to enter the Hojo Garden) and
Fushimi-Inari-Taisha, Kyoto’s mind-
blowing Shinto sanctuary.

& Lunch There's not much to eat near
V4 the above, so head downtown (p58).

Downtown Kyoto (p54)

After exploring Southeast Kyoto

in the morning and eating lunch
downtown, it makes sense to spend the
afternoon exploring Downtown Kyoto
and perhaps doing some shopping. Be
sure to take a pass through the wonder-
ful Nishiki Market, then visit one of the
awesome ‘deppa-chika’ (department store
basement food floors) at nearby Daimaru
or Takashimaya department stores.
Then, walk through the Teramachi Shop-
ping Arcade. When the covered section
runs out, keep following Teramachi as
far as Marutamachi-dori (the last few
blocks contain some of Kyoto’s best tradi-
tional shops).

X

Gion District (p87)

* This day involves less walking than
*) the preceding two, so it’s a great day
to do our Gion evening walking tour (p86).

Dinner Eat dinner downtown (p58) or
across the river in Gion.

17

Day Four

Kitayama Area (p119)

~ee, Today’s the day to step off the

&=l beaten track and immerse yourself
in some greenery. Heading north into the
Kitayama (Northern Mountains) is the
perfect way to relax after three days of ur-
ban sightseeing. Heading to Kurama and
hiking over the hill and down to Kibune is
our favourite day trip out of the city. Other
options include Ohara or Takao.

SIIYYYINILI dOL dI¥L ¥4NOA NV1d

& LunchEatin Kurama, Kibune or Ohara
& N\ (pack a lunch for Takao).

Central Kyoto (p69)

If you spend the morning in the Ki-

tayama, you will probably return to
Kyoto city in the early afternoon. If this is
your last day in the city, you might want to
spend the remainder of the day shopping
for souvenirs in Downtown Kyoto. But, if
you still have the energy for sightseeing,
you might consider visiting the enclosed
Zen world of Daitoku-ji. Other options
include Nijo-jo or a stroll in the Kyoto
Imperial Palace Park.

X

Downtown Kyoto (p54) or
Gion (p87)

* If you haven’t done it yet, try the
X Gion evening walking tour (p86).
Otherwise, find a bar downtown and rub
shoulders with the locals as you reminisce
about your time in the Old Capital.

Dinner Eat dinner downtown (p58) or
across the river in Gion.
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SOUTHERN HIGASHIYAMA
® Top Sights
Chion-in
Kiyomizu-dera

(p81)
.D2

® Sights (p83)
GIoN COMNEr ..o (see 36)

1 Gion District.......cccccocvviiininis .B2

2 Kawai Kanjiro Memorial Hall ..................... B5

3 Kennin-ji B3

4 Kodai-ji . [T D3

5 Kyoto National Museum ... B6

6
7 Maruyama-koen
8 Ninen-zaka
9 Rokuharamitsu-ji.
10 Sanjusangen-do...
11 Sannen-zaka.
12 Shoren-in ..o
13 Yasaka-jinja

A3

3 Eating
14 Asuka
15 BambOO0.......cueiiiriiiriicieicete e C1
16 GION Karyo ......cccccuvuviciniiniiciecccs B3
17 Hisago

18 Issen Yoshoku
19 Kagizen Yoshifusa ...
20 Kasagi-ya
21 Machapuchare.
22 Omen Kodai-ji
23 Ozawa.....
24 Ryomon..
25 Santoka
26 Senmonten
27 Shibazaki
28 Yagura

@ Drinking & Nightlife
29 Bar Main Higashiyama.
30 Gael Irish Pub............
31 Gion Finlandia Bar
32 Gion S...
33 Kisui
34 Pig & Whistle ......coooviiiiiiicisc Bl

(p89)

& Entertainment

36 Gion Corner
37 Gion Odori ..
38 KYO OOl v
39 Kyoto Cuisine & Maiko
Evening ...
40 Minami-za...
Miyako Odori..
Tozan-Bar

.. (see 36)
(see 44)

@ Shopping
41 KagoShiN....cooviviiiiiiiieecceceesee Cl'
42 Takematsu.
43 Tessai-do....

44 Hyatt Regency Kyoto...
45 Kyoto Yoshimizu

46 Ryokan Motonago....
47 Ryokan Uemura
48 Sakara Kyoto..
49 Seikoro....
50 Shiraume....
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NORTHERN HIGASHIYAMA

Key on p226
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NORTHERN HIGASHIYAMA

NORTHERN HIGASHIYAMA wap on p224

® Top Sights (p94) 29 Kailash
Ginkaku-ji G2 30 Karako...
Nanzen-ji 31 Okariba.

32 Okutan ..

® Sights (p96) 33 Omen.....
1 EiKAN-AO oo G6 34 Shinshindo Notre Pain Quotidien...
2 Fureai-kan Kyoto Museum of 35 Torito

Traditional Crafts.......cccovviiiiicciins C6 36 ZacBaran

3 Heian-jinga...

4 Honen-in @ Drinking & Nightlife (p102)
5 Konchi-in 37 Kick Up.. .E7
6 Kyoto Municipal Museum of Art.... 38 Metro ...A5
7 Kyoto Municipal Zoo.

8 Murin-an Villa & Entertainment (p102)
9 Nanzen-in 39 Kanze Kaikan No Theatre..............c.ccccceee. C7

10 Nanzen-ji Oku-no-in .
1 National Museum of Modern Art
12 Nomura Museum... F6 40 Chion-ji Tezukuri-ichi
13 Okazaki-koen 41 Kyoto Handicraft Center..
14 Path of Philosophy 42 Tozando....

-

C6 () Shopping

(Tetsugaku-no-Michi) ........ccccocviinininn G2 43 Zohiko
15 Reikan-ji ...
16 Tenju-an... © Sleeping (p147)
44 Koto INN oo I CT

3 Eating (p100) 45 Kyoto Garden Ryokan Yachiyo...
17 Au Temps Perdu.... ...C6 46 Three Sisters Inn Annex
18 Ayatori 47 Three Sisters Inn Main Building
19 Café de 505 48 Westin Miyako Hotel.........c..oooooeicccicinns
20 Cafe Proverbs 15:17
21 Cafe Terrazza.....
22 Earth Kitchen Company
23 Falafel Garden....
24 Gallery Coeur..

G3 € Information (p190)
A5 49 Kyoto International Community

D5 50 Kyoto University Hospital ...

€ Transport (p187)
27 Hinode Udon... 51 Demachiyanagi Bicycle Parking
28 HYOEI oo LOt i Al




e Seiryo-ji

Okura-ike

Torokko
Arashiyama ) @14
100 2 g

24 g
@ 8 13

Kameyama-
Py koen
%, 25@@

Sy,

Arashiyama
Monkey Park
Iwatayama

©® Sights (pl114)
1 Adashino NembutSu-ji ......cccooovvrecenininnnnns Al
2 Arashiyama Bamboo Grove...................... B3

3 Arashiyama Monkey Park lwatayama.....C4
4 Boat Rental Stall ...

7 Jojakko-ji
8 Kameyama-koen...
9 Nison-in....
10 Okochi-sanso Villa....
11 Rakushisha
12 Takiguchi-dera...
13 Tenrya-ji
14 Tenrya-ji North Gate ...
15 Togetsu-kyo

18® 23
4

Torok‘k:)e) Arashlyama
Saga Rokudin
Sagaekimae
Keifuku
Arashiyama

R
D22 20
© Togegi& :
kyo @15

Nakanoshima-
oen :

A San\f)'qcr/i

() Arashiyama

3 Eating (p117)
16 Arashiyama Yoshimura..........cccccccceernnne C3
17 Hiranoya
18 Kameyama-ya..
19 Komichi..
20 Mikatzuki..

Shigetsu....
21 Yoshida-ya.
22 Yudofu Sagano ...

(p147)
.C4

© Sleeping
23 Arashiyama Benkei
24 Hoshinoya Kyoto
25 Hotel Ran-tei

A3
B4
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NORTHWEST KYOTO
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KURAMA & KIBUNE

To Kyoto
\ (7km)

/

. A
Kurdgma-yama
(634m)

°@

)
5
2
=3
S
=

13

_A:_‘m_:m @

Station;(400m);
Kyoto (7km)

A
®5 0.2 miles
To Hanase ®© Sights (p122)
(6Kkm) 1 Kurama ONnSeNn......ccevveveviinieciiiiceiaens E2
2 Kurama-dera .........ccoooeeiuccicnniceens D2
3 Okuno-in Mad-den........cccceevrniiinnininins B2
4 OSUZI-ZONZEN ..o €3
5 S0jo-ga-dani Fudo-do .......ccoeeeeveiieiennnn c2
6 YUKI-JINJ..eieieriiieieee e D3
3 Eating (p123)
7 Aburaya-shokudo........cccoveiviiiiniiinins D3
8 BeNiya.....coovuiiiiiiiiiiiii B3
9 HIrobun .c.oooiiiiii Bl
10 Kibune Club ..o Bl
11 Nakayoshi ......cccoviiiiiiiiiiicic e Bl
12 TOChIGIKU....cviiiiiiiiic e B2
13 YOSNUJi vt D3
© Sleeping (p148)
14 Ryokan Ugenta .........ccooevvvveiiiieciccnnns Bl

2
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