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Northwest Kyoto
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For more detail of this area, see Map p228 »



Explore: Northwest Kyoto

In this guide, Northwest Kyoto comprises the section of
the way to the base of the mountains in the northwest
corner of the city, where you will find Kinkaku-ji, Ryoan-
ji and Ninna-ji. Like the Central Kyoto area, the sights
here are quite spread out and you shouldn’t try to cover
them all in one day. Rather, pick a few that are clustered
close together and visit them in half a day, then consider
spending the rest of the day in an adjoining sightseeing
district.

Many people visit Kinkaku-ji and Ryodan-ji in the
morning, then continue by taxi down to the Arashiyama
and Sagano area, which is also on the west side of the
city.

With the exception of sights in the inner part of this
it’s a bit time consuming to see the sights in North-
west Kyoto. Most sights are best accessed by city bus.
Myoshin-ji and nearby sights are also served by the JR
line and by the private Randen line. If you're a keen cy-
clist, you can also explore the area on a bicycle, but keep
in mind that there are some hills around Kinkaku-ji
and Ryoan-ji, so you’ll work up quite a sweat in summer
months.

Local Life

= With Kids Toei Uzumasa Movie Village (p110) is
popular with local families.

= Market Meeting The Tenjin-san Market (p111) is
a popular meeting place for local expats and Kyoto
residents.

% Cherry Blossom Spot In early April, the Randen
Kitano line between Narutaki and Utano stations
passes through a tunnel of blooming cherry trees.

Getting There & Away

= Train The JR Sagano/San-in line stops near Myoshin-
ji and Toei Uzumasa Movie Village, while the private
Randen Kitano line stops near Ninna-ji.

=% Bus Kyoto city buses serve all the sights in this
district.

=% Subway The Tozai subway line stops very close to

Lonely Planet’s

Top Tip

Since Rydan-ji and Kinkaku-
ji (the two most famous
sights in Northwest Kyoto)
and Arashiyama are all on
the west side of town, it
makes sense to visit these in
one day. Take a taxi between
Arashiyama and Kinkaku-ji
or Rydan-ji (or vice versa).

\o, Best Places to
7N Eat
= Saraca Nishijin (p110)
» Kanei (pl1l)
=» Toyouke-jaya (pl11)
For reviews, see p110 »

Best Places to
© Meditateona
Garden
% Myoshin-ji (p110)
= Taizo-in (p110)
=» Ryoan-ji (p109)
For reviews, see p108 »

Best Places to
Learn about
Kyoto Culture
= Nishijin (p108)
= Orinasu-ken (p108)
» Urasenke Chado
Research Center (p108)

For reviews, see p108 »
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