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Look out for the following icons
throughout the book:

O< ‘Shortcut’ Phrase
o Easy to remember alternative to the full phrase

a Q&A Pair
Question-and-answer pair — we suggest a
m response to the question asked

ﬁ) Look For
Phrases you may see on signs, menus etc

1)) Listen For
Phrases you may hear from officials, locals etc

LANGUAGE Language Tip
TIP An insight into the foreign language
CULTURE Culture Tip
TIP An insight into the local culture

How to read the phrases:
« Coloured words and phrases throughout the book are
phonetic guides to help you pronounce the foreign language.

« Lists of phrases with tinted background are options you
can choose to complete the phrase above them.

These abbreviations will help you choose the right
words and phrases in this book:

a adjective n noun sg singular
inf informal pl  plural v verb

lit literal pol polite
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Who speaks Japanese?

Standard
Language

Why Bother

Regional
Dialects

SHIKOKU; HONSHU WEST

OF THE JAPAN ALPS

HOKKAIDO; HONSHU EAST

OF THE JAPAN ALPS
RYUKYU ISLANDS

KYOUSHU

Distinctive Sounds

Japanese people are often
too shy or worried about
making mistakes to speak to
visitors using what English
they may know. Even the
smallest effort to speak to
locals in Japanese will be
very warmly received.

Note the reduced, almost
silent u (especially when

it appears at the end of a
word); and the r, which is
pronounced halfway between
an ‘I’ and an ‘T’ Japanese

has fewer sounds than most
other major languages.
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speak Japanese as their
first language

Japanese Script

Written Japanese is a com-
bination of three different
scripts. Kanji are ideographs
(symbols that represent a
concept as well as pronun-
ciation), borrowed from Chi-
nese. Hiragana and katakana
are both indigenous, syllabic
scripts (each character repre-
sents a syllable).

Japanese Lexicon

Japanese has many onomato-
poeic expressions (describing
something by its sound). For
example, pouring rain can be
described with za za &b Xd,
and a rumbling stomach
might go go-ro go-ro ZAH ZA.

Borrowings from English

Japanese has borrowed
many words from English,

Donations to English

1 MILLION

speak Japanese as their
second language

often shortening and adapt-
ing them, eg pa-so-kon X/
=1 for ‘personal computer’
and kom-bi-ni = = for
‘convenience store’.

Language Family

Tt bears some resemblance

to Altaic languages such as
Mongolian and Turkish, and
shows strong grammatical
similarities to Korean, but lin-
guists have not been able to
prove the origins of Japanese.

Must-Know Grammar

Japanese has various levels
of formality, shown with
particular words or verb
forms. The standard polite
ending -mas £ (given in
this book) is the safe middle
ground and will be suitable
for most situations you’ll
encounter.

There are several - you may recognise futon, karaoke, tsu-
nami, bento box and manga, to name a few.
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5 Phrases to Learn Before You Go

o Is there a Western-/Japanese-style room?
FEE/MEITH Y 557
yo-shi-tsu/wa-shi-tsu wa a-ri-mas ka
Some lodgings have only Japanese-style rooms, or a mix of
Western and Japanese - ask if you have a preference.

e Please bring a (spoon/knife/fork).
RT =2/ F AT/ T4 —7) &L T2EV,
(sptin/nai-fu/fo-ku) o ku-da-sai

If you haven’t quite mastered the art of eating with chopsticks,
don’t be afraid to ask for cutlery at a restaurant.

e How do I get to ...?
e NEE VATHFIRNWN T D?
...ewadoi-ke-batdeska

Finding a place from its address can be difficult in Japan. Ad-
dresses usually give an area (not a street) and numbers aren’t
always consecutive. Practise asking for directions.

0 I'd like a nonsmoking seat, please.
ARG A BV L E T,
kin-en-se-ki 0 o-ne-gai shi-mas
There are smoking seats in many restaurants and on bullet
trains so be sure to specify if you want to be smoke-free.

e What'’s the local speciality?
HOTEHI23 8V E 7?7
jirmo-to-ryd-ri wa na-ni ga a-ri-mas ka

Throughout Japan most areas have a speciality dish and locals
usually love to talk food.
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10 Phrases to Sound Like a Local
Great! Rl su-goy
Sure. HHA A, mo-chi-ron
Hey! Hrob brolkl chotto chotto
Just a minute. HrobfFoT, chotto matte
I's OK. =~ Wik, Tyo

No problem. = X3k, = daijo-bu

Good luck. IR ST, gam-batte
No kidding? ~? marji
Really? 1ZAE? hon-to

Fat chance! HY 272 a-ri-e-nai



NOILVIONNNOYd [ =fc N LR iyfe): A/

JAPANESE

Pronunciation

Japanese pronunciation is not considered difficult for English
speakers. Unlike some other Asian languages, it has no tones
and most of its sounds are also found in English.

Vowel Sounds

Vowels in Japanese can be either short or long. The long ones
should be held twice as long as the short ones and are repre-
sented in our pronunciation guides with a horizontal line on
top of them.

~ SYMBOL ~ ~ ENGLISH ~ ~ JAPANESE EXAMPLE ~

a run na-ka
a father sak-ka
e red sake
é reign pé-ji

i bit ni-ji

T bee shi-tsu
[¢) pot mot-to
o) paw pas-po-to
u put mu-ra
a moon kai-ki

It’s important to make the distinction between short and long
vowels as vowel length can change the meaning of a word, as
in these examples:



Hiragana & Katakana Script Table

3
H» v 2B o
a i u e o c
7 A4 v = * -
HooEx LT T Ex Ew Xk A ¥ < FZ -
ka ki ku ke ko kya kyu kyo ga g gu ge go >
B ¥ 7 & 2 ¥x ¥a %3 N ¥ 7 ¥ =2 RS
T L ¥ ¥ % L Lw Lk & C g 2 Z
sa shi su se so sha shu sho za ji zu ze zo m
|y | B | Y]y |v= v ¥ ([P X|[E|¥ ﬁ
= b oS T & B by b g B2 @&
ta chi tsu te to cha chu cho da ji zu de do o
% F Y F K~ Fx¥ Fa F=3 v F Y F K o
oI B R O e v Kk g
na ni nNnu ne no nya nyu nyo c
F = X X J =% =2 =3 =
X O 5 ~ T UOx Uw 0Vx 24 [O NP 4 o
ha hi fu he ho hya hyu hyo ba bi bu be bo ;
)N B 7 o~ K EBEx EBEa b3 N E 7 N R =
E B b ®» b B B Hr ¥R R E o
ma mi mu me Mo mya myu myo pa pi pu pe po -4
~ I A A E Ix¥ a2 3 A = i
P P X
ya yu Yo
Y = g
5 v 3 5 D Yy Vi
ra ri ru re ro rya ryu ryo
7 U n v v Ux Yz Vs
b  Fx ¥y Tx Ox Cw Uk
wa O gya gyu gyo bya byu byo
7 7 ¥x Fa X3 vy B Ea
A Le Lw Lx Ux U Uk
n Ja Ju Jo pya pyu pyo
~ ¥ Ya Va tyxy E's: =45}
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Understanding

e prnases.

Do you speak A7} é-go ga
English? R E Y ha-na-se-mas ka
| don't LN FEE A, wa-ka-ri-ma-sen
understand.
c What does ... IEESIWH BB wadoyaimi
z mean? TIN? des ka
o
m - o=
P Do you speak JEEENERE E T
(72} A -
1 (English)? (é-go) ga ha-na-se-mas ka
> S
z | speak (English). (J&3E) Wi ET,
o (é-go) ga ha-na-se-mas
z | don’t speak (AAFE) 28GR EH A,
o (Japanese). (ni-hon-go) ga ha-na-se-ma-sen
Does anyone speak E IR T D IEEEN
English? FEEET Y

do-na-takaé-goga
ha-na-se‘mas ka

F*3 [7] Do you By £
understand? wa-ka-ri-mas ka

ECH ) (Yes,) | ((CIANE VAL
understand. (hai) wa-ka-ri-mas

ETH | don’t understand. 70 EH A,
wa-ka-ri-ma-sen
No, | don’t WNZ DD A,
understand. T-e wa-ka-ri-ma-sen
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s3lva ? ANIL

EGr today A H kyo

e tonight 515 kon-ya
Past

(three days) ago (3H) Aff (mik-ka) ma-e
day before yesterday BLiwn o-to-toy

EfEY 1ast month e A sen-ge-tsu
EETY Iast night D H R yi-be

i 1ast week Sei sen-sha

i 1ast year FAE kyo-nen

since (May) GH) B (go-ga-tsu) ka-ra
EEE] yesterday 2] ki-no

1 yesterday afternoon & 9 ®’/F#%  ki-no no go-go
P8 yesterday evening =@ 5 Oz ki-nono ban
X yesterday morning % 0 9 D& ki-nd no a-sa
Future

day after tomorrow bHI->T a-sat-te

in (six days) (6H)#% (mui-ka) go
next ... P rai...

FEE] next month kA rai-ge-tsu

next week Sl rai-sha

FEH next year SR rai-nen

FZE] tomorrow Wi H a-shita

2T tomorrow afternoon W H ® /1% a-shitano go-go
EZM tomorrow evening 1 H O a-shita no ban
EZX] tomorrow morning W1 F ©) ashitanoasa
until (June) (6H) (ro-ku-ga-tsu)

£T ma-de
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