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Understanding
 Kev PHRASES

Do you speak  Sif7} é-go ga
English? R ET Y ha-na-se-mas ka
| don't LN FEE A, wa-ka-ri-ma-sen
understand.
c What does ... SIEESIWHERR  .wadoydimi
Z mean? Tﬁ‘f)\? des ka
o
m = .=
4 Do you speak YR E T
(72} - A
- (English)? (e-go) ga ha-na-se-mas ka
>
z I speak (English). (E5H) MEFE £,
= (é-go) ga ha-na-se-mas
z I don’t speak (A AGE) 2 FEREH A,
o (Japanese). (ni-hon-go) ga ha-na-se-ma-sen
Does anyone speak EIp e G
English? i ET 7.1)?

do-na-takaé-goga
ha-na-se‘mas ka

Do you understand? 970 E L7220
wa-ka-ri-mash-ta ka

Yes, | do understand. X\ DD LT,
hai wa-ka-ri-mash-ta

No, | don’t WX DD EEAL
understand. T-e wa-ka-ri-ma-sen
| understand. b E L,
wa-ka-ri-mash-ta
| don’t understand. b A,

wa-ka-ri-ma-sen
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| speak a little.

P LT LT,
su-ko-shi ha-na-se-mas

How do you pronounce
this?

UL E D HE
LEF

ko-re wa do ha-tsu-on
shi-mas ka

How do you write
‘shiatsu’?

HEENLE ) FEETN
shi-a-tsu wa do ka-ki-mas ka

What does ‘deguchi’
mean?

THENEE 50 2 &R T 27
de-gu-chiwa do ya i-mides ka

Could you please write ~ E\ T LEH AN
it down? kai-te ku-re‘ma-sen ka
Could you please repeat Vi L T< L FEHAN?

that?

ku-ri-ka-e-shi-te ku-re:-ma-sen ka

Could you please speak
more slowly?

Slowly,
[o) v
< please!

Po VFEELT!

bolpos< Y EFELT
SHFEEAN?

mot-to yuk-ku-ri ha-na-shi-te
ku-re-ma-sen ka

yuk-ku-ri
ha-na-shi-te

I'd like to learn some of
your local dialects.

FE&EEBNTZND TN,
ho-gen o na-rai-taino des ga

Would you like to learn
some English?

FEEZ FH NN T2
€-go o na-rai-tai des ka
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Numbers & Amounts

e prnases.

How many? EDL BN?

How much? W< o?

a little brotk

a lot/many o< Eh
Cardinal Numbers

do-no ku-rai
i-ku-tsu
chot-to

ta-ku-san

The numbers 4, 7 and 9 - and all other numbers containing these
numbers - have alternative pronunciations which are completely

interchangeable.

1 - i-chi

2 - ni

3 - san

4 | shi/yon
5 En g0

6 N ro-ku

7 t shi-chi/na-na
8 AN ha-chi

9 Ju ku/kyt
10 + ja

1 +— jo-i-chi
12 = ja-ni

20 —+ ni-jd

21 o ni-ja-i-chi
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22 S ni-ja-ni

30 =+ san-ja

40 DL+ yon-ja

50 Tt go-ja

60 N+ ro-ku-ju

70 £ na-na-ju
80 N+ ha-chi-ja
920 Ju+ kya-jd

100 E] hya-ku
200 -n ni-hya-ku
300 = sam-bya-ku
1,000 + sen
10,000 —h i-chi-man
1,000,000 5] hya-ku-man
100,000,000 fiE i-chi-o-ku

Note that Japanese has no unit for ‘a million‘. Millions are expressed
in units of 10 thousand, so one million is 100 ten-thousand units.

Ordinal Numbers
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To use an ordinal number in Japanese, just add -ban (%) to the end
of the corresponding cardinal number.

1st — % i-chi-ban

2nd 3 ni-ban

3rd = sam-ban
Counters

In Japanese, when expressing a certain number of objects, people or
animals, the cardinal number is followed by a counter. Counters, also
commonly known as ‘classifiers’, indicate the size, shape and function
of things and distinguish between objects, people and animals.
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The following generic counters can be used to count most objects,
but not to count people or animals:

1 el hi-to-tsu

2 e fu-ta-tsu

3 =D mit-tsu

4 - yot-tsu

5 o i-tsu-tsu

6 RO mut-tsu

7 t-o na-na-tsu

8 JASe] yat-tsu
é 9 o ko-ko-no-tsu
= 10 t to
o numbers higher than10 - ..ko
A
n Note that apart from the last generic counter mentioned in the list
R above, there’s no need to add the cardinal number before as this
> already makes part of the counter, eg the phrase ‘Give me an apple,
2 please.’ is rin-go o hi-to-tsu ku-da-sai (Y A Z & —2< 72 &),
(o] literally ‘apple-o one please’, not rin-go o i-chi hi-to-tsu ku-da-sai
c (0 A Z%——>< 72 &), literally ‘apple-o one one please’.
5 Here are also some basic specific counters frequently used in
[7:) everyday speech, including the ones for people and animals:

age gk ...sai

animals* e .-hi-ki/pi-ki/bi-ki

books R ity .-sa-tsu

bottles, pens (long AR .-hon/pon/bon

objects)*

floors (of buildings) P ..kai

objects (small) < fiEl ..ko

people N ..nin

scoops, glasses, cups* - #F ...-hai/pai/bai



sheets (paper, sliced N5's ...-mai
objects)

time - IRE i
vehicles =) ..-dai

*Note that the pronunciation of these three counters changes accord-
ing to the preceding number. For these, generally use the first option
(-hi-ki, -hon, -hai) but change to -pi-ki, -pon, -pai after the numbers 1,
6 and 10, and to -bi-ki, -bon and -bai after the number 3. Don’t forget
to add the cardinal number before each of the specific counters listed
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above!
Useful Amounts
How much? EDL B
do-no ku-rai
How many? W< o7
i-ku-tsu
(100) grams (100) 77
(hya-ku)-gu-ra-mu
a kilo 1%
i-chi-ki-ro
a quarter 45501
yom-bun noi-chi
a third 353 D1
sam-bun no i-chi
a half 0y
ham-bun
all A
zem-bu
none L
na-shi

For other useful amounts, see self-catering (p189).
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Time & Dates

What time is it? (FC97? nan-ji des ka
At what {ATIRFAZ -+ nan-jini...
time ...?
What date? far A nan-ga-tsu
il B T2 nan-ni-chi des ka
Telling the Time

To specify the hour, add the number of the hour before the word -ji

(IkF)

o'clock’. Note that four o’clock is an exception: yo-ji (4#), not

shi-ji. The minutes come after the hour and are expressed by adding
fun/-pun (43) after the number - see numbers & amounts for how
to form numbers in Japanese. To say ‘half past’ use -ji han (F4).
For times leading up to the hour (in English t0’) use ma-e des
(B9, meaning literally ‘before it is” instead of des (T9), ‘it is”.

What time is it? {AfIRE 97 725?
nan:-ji des ka
It's (ten) o’clock. (10) BT,
(ja)-ji des
Five past (ten). (10) K§5 53 T,
(ja)-ji go-fun des
Quarter past (ten). (10) IKF1547 T,
(jo)-ji ja-go-fun des
Half past (ten). (10) K=,
(ja)-ji han des
Quarter to (ten). (10) 1557 HI T,

(ja)-ji ja-go-fun ma-e des
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Twenty to (ten). (10) BF2043 01 T,
(ja)-ji ni-jup-pun ma-e des
At what time ...? {ATELZ
nan-jini...
At (ten). (101) 12,
(jor-jiy ni
Combining numbers with minutes produces some special forms:
one minute 15 ip-pun
two minutes 243 ni-fun
three minutes 34y sam-pun
four minutes 457 yom-pun -
five minutes 553 go-fun £
e e m
six minutes 6% rop-pun oo
seven minutes 74y na-na-fun o
eight minutes 8%y hap-pun 5
nine minutes 95 kya-fun 3
10 minutes 1043 jup-pun
15 minutes 1543 jo-go-fun
20 minutes 2043 ni-jup-pun
am PRI go-zen
pm P14 g0-g0
morning & a-sa
day Ak nit-cha
midday EF sho-go
afternoon T g0'go
evening & Ji yo-ga-ta
midnight BT ma-yo-na-ka
night & yo-ru
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The Calendar
Monday HWEH ge-tsu-yo-bi
Tuesday KR ka-yo-bi
Wednesday JKIER sui-yo-bi
Thursday FNE] mo-ku-yo-bi
Friday &R kin-yo-bi
Saturday +HEH do-yo-bi
Sunday HIE R ni-chi-yo-bi
January ;| i-chi-ga-tsu
February 2A ni-ga-tsu
March 3H san-ga-tsu
April 44 shi-ga-tsu
May 5H go-ga-tsu
June 64 ro-ku-ga-tsu
July TH shi-chi-ga-tsu
August 8H ha-chi-ga-tsu
September 9H ku-ga-tsu
October 10H jo-ga-tsu
November 11H jo-i-chi-ga-tsu
December 12H jo-ni-ga-tsu
summer " na-tsu
autumn K aki
winter % fu-yu
spring £ haru

To express the date, use the cardinal number plus -ni-chi (H):

What date?

faf AT A T2
nan-ga-tsu nan-ni-chi des ka
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[ What date is it today? A H AT H
TEN?
kyo wa nan-ga-tsu nan-ni-chi
des ka
[ It's (18 October). (10A18A) T,

(ja-ga-tsu jo-ha-chi-ni-chi) des

There are irregular forms for the 1st to the 10th, the 14th, 20th and
24th when referring to dates:

1st 1H tsu-i-ta-chi

2nd 2H fu-tsu-ka

3rd 3H mik-ka -
4th 4H yok-ka E
5th 5H i-tsu-ka m
6th 6 mu-i-ka e
7th TH na-no-ka :E
8th 8H yo-ka m
9th 9H ko-ko-no-ka @
10th 10H to-ka

14th 147 jo-yok-ka

20th 20H ha-tsu-ka

24th 24H ni-ja-yok-ka
Present

now 4 i‘ma

this afternoon 4 A O kyo no go-go

this morning 4 ke'sa

this month 4 H kon-ge-tsu

this week £ kon-sha

this year LAE ko-to-shi
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today 4 H kyo

tonight 5K kon-ya
Past

(three days) ago (3H) Al (mik-ka) ma-e
day before yesterday JF5& & o-to-toy

last month JeH sen-ge-tsu

last night P95~ yU-be

last week Jei sen-sha

last year EARE kyo-nen

since (May) GH) B (go-ga-tsu) ka-ra
yesterday EDH ki-no
yesterday afternoon X ® 5 DO’ kinono go-go
yesterday evening DD DK ki-no no yo-ru
yesterday morning XD D DH| ki-no no a-sa
Future

day after tomorrow HhEo>T a-sat-te

in (six days) (6H) % (mu-i-ka) go
next ... Ko rai...

next month kA rai-ge-tsu

next week P3| rai-sha

next year KA rai-nen
tomorrow HH a-shi-ta
tomorrow afternoon W] H O % a-shi-ta no go-go
tomorrow evening EERENDF: 2 a-shi-tano yo-ru
tomorrow morning A D] a-shi-tano a-sa
until (June) (6H) (ro-ku-ga-tsu)

¥ T ma-de
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Practical

TRANSPORT 46
BORDER CROSSING 62
DIRECTIONS 64
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SHOPPING 80
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