
 Why Go?
 Japan’s southern- and westernmost main island is its warm-
est, friendliest and (we’re partial) most beautiful, with active 
volcanic peaks, rocky, lush and palmy coastlines, and onsen 
virtually everywhere. Much Japanese history was made in 
Kyūshū (九州) – Jōmon ruins, Shintō’s sun goddess, wealthy 
trading ports, cloistered foreigners, samurai rebels and one 
of the earth’s greatest wartime tragedies all loom large.

 Today, burgeoning Fukuoka is a multicultural metropo-
lis. In picturesque Nagasaki, tragedy contrasts deftly with 
a colourful trading history, Kumamoto’s castle is one of Ja-
pan’s fi nest, and the volcanic Aso caldera is the world’s larg-
est. Coastal towns such as Karatsu and Arita are legendary 
pottery centres. Steam pours from the very earth in Beppu, 
while the relatively lightly populated prefectures of Kagoshi-
ma and Miyazaki have wide open vistas outside their laid-
back capitals. Peppered throughout are relaxing hot-spring 
towns and hiking opportunities.

 When to Go 

 Apr–May  Tem-
perate weather, 
and blooming 
azaleas on the 
volcanic slopes.

 Jul–Aug Beat the 
night-time heat at 
yatai (food stalls) 
in Fukuoka.

 Oct–Nov Pleas-
ant temperatures 
bring energetic 
festivals, such 
as Nagasaki’s 
Kunchi Matsuri.

F DNOSAJJMAMJ

Fukuoka
°C/°F Temp Rainfall inches/mm 

0

16/400

8/200

12/300

4/100

10/50

0/32

-10/14

30/86

40/104

20/68

Fukuoka . . . . . . . . . . . 566
Karatsu  . . . . . . . . . . . .578
Nagasaki . . . . . . . . . . .581
Hirado-jima . . . . . . . . 592
Shimabara. . . . . . . . . 595
Kumamoto  . . . . . . . . 596
Aso-san Area  . . . . . . .601
Kurokawa Onsen . . . 604
Kagoshima  . . . . . . . . 605
Kirishima-Yaku 
National Park . . . . . . .614
Miyazaki  . . . . . . . . . . . 617
Aoshima & Kaeda  . . 622
Takachiho  . . . . . . . . . 623
Beppu  . . . . . . . . . . . . 625

 Best Places to  Eat
 »  Hamakatsu (p 590 )

 »  Ippudō (p 573 )

 »  Kawashima Tōfu (p 579 )

 »  Toyotsune (p 629 )

 »  Ajimori (p 611 )

 Best Places to 
Stay 

 »  Hakusuikan (p 616 )

 »  Yoyōkaku (p 579 )

 »  With the Style (p 571 )

 »  Yamada Bessou (p 628 )

 » Wasuki (p 598 )

  Kyūshū

©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd



564

KYŪSH
Ū  

�
�
�
�

�
�

�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�

�
�

JR NippŸLin
e

JR
 H

Ÿh
i L

in
e

Sa
ny

ŸSh
in

ka
ns

en

To
 F

uk
ue

-j
im

a 
&

N
ak

ad
Ÿr

i-
sh

im
a

(a
pp

ro
x 

25
km

)
(G

ot
Ÿ 

Re
tt

Ÿ 
G

ro
up

)

Se
a 

of
 S

uo

K
an

m
on

St
ra

its

Be
pp

u-
w

an

Se
a 

of
 G

en
ka

i

W

ak
ata

-
an

H Ar
ia

ke
-k

ai

Im
ar

i-w
an

w
an

±
m

ur
a-K

ar
at

su
-w

an

Sh
im

ab
ar

a-
w

an

Se
a 

of
 S

um
Ÿ

Ta
ch

ib
an

a-
w

an

±
IT

A
PR

EF
EC

TU
R

E

FU
K

U
O

K
A

PR
EF

EC
TU

R
E

SA
G

A
PR

EF
EC

TU
R

E

N
A

G
A

SA
K

I
PR

EF
EC

TU
R

E

K
U

M
A

M
O

TO
PR

EF
EC

TU
R

E

Se
no

m
ot

o

Ku
da

m
at

su
To

ku
ya

m
a

H
Ÿf

u

O
no

da

N
ak

am
a

Ya
ha

taM
oj

ik
Ÿ

Sh
im

on
os

ek
i Ko

ku
ra

Ki
ta

ky
¥s

h¥ Ka
nd

a

U
be

Ku
ni

sa
ki

M
at

am
aKa
ka

ji

U
sa

H
iji

Ku
ni

m
i

A
ki

Ki
ts

uk
i

U
su

ki

Sa
ga

no
se

ki

N
ot

su

M
ie

Ta
ke

ta

±
ita

N
ak

at
su

Bu
ze

n
Iiz

uk
a

Ta
ga

w
a

N
og

at
a

Yu
ku

ha
sh

i

Ku
su

A
so

Ic
hi

no
m

iy
a

O
gu

ni

H
ita

Bu
ng

o-
ta

ka
da

Yu
fu

in

U
bu

ya
m

a

M
un

ak
at

a
O

ka
ga

ki

A
sh

ib
e

G
on

ou
ra

Ka
ts

um
ot

o 

Ko
ga To

su

D
az

ai
fu

Ta
ch

ia
ra

i

Ka
su

ga
N

ak
ag

aw
a

C
hi

ku
sh

in
o

Ya
m

e

Ku
ru

m
e

C
hi

ku
go

Ta
m

an
a

±
ka

w
a

Ta
ko

ki

Ka
sh

im
a

±
m

ut
a

Ya
na

ga
w

a

Sa
ga A

ra
o

Ta
ku

Yo
bu

ko

H
ira

do
H

ira
do

-g
uc

hi

±
ki

Sa
se

bo Sa
ik

ai

±
m

ur
a

M
ae

ba
ru

H
ig

as
hi

so
no

gi

Fu
ku

m
a

In
dŸ

ji

A
m

ag
i

N
ob

eo
ka

H
ak

us
ui

M
as

hi
ki

Ya
be

Ta
ka

m
or

i

U
to

O
ba

m
aU
nz

en
Sh

im
ab

ar
a

M
isu

m
i

A
rieFu

ka
e

N
om

o-
za

ki

N
ag

ay
o

Is
ah

ay
a

Ka
zu

sa

U
ek

i

Ku
m

an
o

Fu
ki

-j
i M

ag
ai

bu
ts

u

Fu
ta

go
-j

i

U
su

ki
Bu

dd
ha

s

U
sa

-j
in

ja

A
so

 S
en

om
ot

o
Yo

ut
h 

H
os

te
l

O
ns

en

Ro
ut

e

Ya
m

ag
a

C
yc

lin
g

Ta
ke

o
O

ns
en

Fu
ts

uk
ai

ch
i

A
irp

or
t

N
ag

as
ak

i

Y
ab

a-
H

ita
-H

ik
os

an
Q

ua
si

-N
at

io
na

l P
ar

k

Pa
rk

A
so

 N
at

io
na

l

G
en

ka
i Q

ua
si

-
N

at
io

na
l P

ar
k

K
y¥

sh
¥-

C
h¥

Ÿs
an

ch
i

N
at

io
na

l P
ar

k

Fu
ta

go
-s

an
(7

21
m

)

K
uj

¥-
sa

n
(1

78
7m

)

A
so

-s
an

Ta
ka

-d
ak

e

(1
58

4m
)

Y
uf

u-
da

ke

(1
59

2m
)

U
nz

en
-d

ak
e

(1
35

9m
)

H
on

sh
¥

Sh
ik

an
os

hi
m

a

Ik
i

H
ira

do
-s

hi
m

a

K
uj

uk
u-

sh
im

a

N
ok

on
os

hi
m

a

K
un

is
ak

i
Pe

ni
ns

ul
a

Ito
sh

im
a

 P
en

in
su

la

H
ig

as
hi

- 
M

at
su

ur
a

Pe
ni

ns
ul

a

K
ita

-M
at

su
ur

a

N
is

hi
so

no
gi

Pe
ni

ns
ul

a

Pe
ni

ns
ul

a
Sh

im
ab

ar
a

Pe
ni

ns
ul

a
N

ag
as

ak
i

Pe
ni

ns
ul

a

Ki
ta

y¥
sh

¥ 
A

irp
or

t

±
ita

A
irp

or
t

Fu
ku

ok
a 

A
irp

or
t

A
irp

or
t

Ku
m

am
ot

o

O
ka

-j
o

Ki
ku

ch
i

G
or

ge

O
ns

en
Ya

m
ag

a

Bo
sc

h
H

ui
s 

Te
n

O
ns

en
Ki

ku
ch

i

11

21
3

10

10

57

38

10

44
2

3

20
2

37

39

35

34
3

3

10
57

25
1

34

3

57

A
m

ak
us

a
Fi

ve
 B

rid
ge

s

Be
pp

u

K
ur

ok
aw

a
O

ns
en

Fu
ku

ok
a

Im
ar

i

A
ri

ta

K
ar

at
su

Ta
ka

ch
ih

o
N

ag
as

ak
i

K
um

am
ot

o

50
 k

m
30

 m
ile

s
00

 K
yū

sh
ū   

H
ig

hl
ig

ht
s

�1
 J

oi
n 

th
e 

ni
gh

t 
ow

ls
 fo

r b
ee

r a
nd

 
ya

ki
to

ri 
sk

ew
er

s 
at

 a
 

Fu
ku

ok
a 

(p
 57

2 )
 y

at
ai

 
fo

od
 s

ta
ll

�2
 B

e 
m

ov
ed

 –
 

an
d 

ch
ar

m
ed

 –
 b

y 
N

ag
as

ak
i (

p 5
81

 )

�3
 S

oa
k 

in
 a

 B
ep

pu
 

(p
 62

5 )
 o

ns
en

 a
u 

na
tu

re
l

�4
 S

ee
 w

he
re

 th
e 

la
st

 s
am

ur
ai

 m
ad

e 
th

ei
r l

as
t s

ta
nd

 a
t 

Ku
m

am
ot

o-
jō

 
(p

 59
7 )

�5
 M

ar
ve

l a
t J

ap
an

’s
 

un
iq

ue
 c

er
am

ic
s 

tr
ad

iti
on

s 
in

 A
rit

a,
 

Im
ar

i a
nd

 K
ar

at
su

 
(p

 57
8 )

�6
 C

om
m

un
e 

w
ith

 S
hi

nt
ō’

s 
su

n 
go

dd
es

s 
in

 Ta
ka

ch
ih

o 
(p

 62
3 )

�7
 R

ec
ha

rg
e 

in
 a

 
riv

er
si

de
 ro

te
m

bu
ro

 
(o

ut
do

or
 b

at
hs

) i
n 

tr
an

qu
il 

Ku
ro

ka
w

a 
O

ns
en

 (p
 60

4 )


