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Why Go?

Montego Bay serves as both a gateway to Jamaica for count-
less travelers, and a stage for some of the island’s most obvi-
ous contrasts, from the geographic to the cultural to the so-
cioeconomic. The city is a typical Jamaican resort town, di-
vided between an unapologetically tourist-oriented stretch
of gaudiness and a rough-and-real city center. Most major
Jamaican towns related to the tourism industry are thus,
but within are bubbles of independent cool, with flashes of
the ‘real’ Jamaica, although the glimpse you get may not be
beautiful. Some people love it here - there are some beau-
tiful beaches - and some can’t leave soon enough. Nearby
are more stretches of groomed coastline studded with
enormous all-inclusive resorts, the occasional independent
one, and crumbling Georgian architecture. To the south are
mountains, crossroads, jungle and Cockpit Country - as
wild and free of visitors as Montego is domesticated and
crowded with them.

‘When to Go
Montego Bay
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