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NATURE ITSELF SEEMS A LITTLE 
WILDER IN SOUTHERN ITALY, where a 
single landscape can encompass smoking 
volcanoes, fertile green valleys, steep sea 
cliffs and cobalt seas. Italy’s greatest hits may 
lie further to the north, but the south may 
actually tug harder at the heartstrings, with its 
friendly and voluble people, piquant culinary 
traditions, wild backcountry and splendorous, 
palm-fanned cities.

With the exception of Naples’ notorious traffic, 
this is also perfect driving country. Naples, 
Vesuvius and the Amalfi Coast are Grand 
Tour musts. But lesser-known routes reward 
for their pure surprise factor, from Cilento’s 
pristine coast to the ski slopes of Sicily’s 
Madonie Mountains.
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