


FROM THE SNOWY SLOPES OF THE 
MILKY WAY to villas framed by gazebos and 
mould-breaking art and architecture, northern 
Italy is as action packed as it is artful. Its 
mountains, lakes and coastal villages have 
been luring artists, celebrities and moneyed 
Mitteleuropeans since the days of the Grand 
Tour, and it’s easy to see what drew them here: 
world-class art, an embarrassment of culinary 
riches, cult wines and a slew of sophisticated 
cities.

While Venice’s city of palaces dazzles and 
Milan’s Golden Quad rapidly helps to relieve 
you of your hard-earned cash, you’re never far 
from a rural hinterland that still moves with the 
rhythm of the seasons and that seems largely 
untouched by modern tourism.
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