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 A Venetian 
Sojourn

 4–5 DAYS
 186KM / 115 MILES

 GREAT FOR…

 BH

 BEST TIME TO GO
 January to June 

for snow-covered 

gondolas, Carnival and 

the Biennale.

 I ESSENTIAL 
PHOTO

 The Ponte di Rialto 

from a Grand Canal 

perspective.

 K BEST FOR 
ART

 From the avant-garde 

in Venice to Tiepolo 

frescoes in Palladian 

villas.

#

 13
 Pinch yourself, and you might expect to wake from this dream of 

pink palaces, teal waters and golden domes. Instead, you’re in the 

Veneto, where gondoliers call Ooeee! and water laps at your feet.
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TRIP HIGHLIGHTS

Venice A water world brimming 

with history and romance 
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25 Shadow of Vesuvius
Head from Naples’ tumult to 

Pompeii’s long-buried 
mysteries. 2–3 DAYS

27 Amalfi Coast
A stunning coastline of vertical 

landscapes and chic resort 

towns. 7 DAYS

33 Wonders of Ancient 
Sicily Palermo’s Arab roots to 

Taormina’s Greek splendours. 

 12–14 DAYS
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1 Grand Tour The classic 

cultural tour – part pilgrimage, 

part rite of passage. 
 12–14 DAYS

22 Tuscan Wine Tour Red 

wine fuels this jaunt around 

historic Chianti vineyards and 

Tuscan cellars. 4 DAYS

8 The Graceful Italian 
Lakes Destination of choice 

for Goethe, Hemingway and 

George Clooney. 5–7 DAYS

12 Grande Strada delle 
Dolomiti Tour the rock 
amphitheatre of the Dolomites. 

 7–10 DAYS

13 A Venetian Sojourn
Glide along the Brenta Canal to 

splendid frescoed villas. 
 4–5 DAYS

15 World Heritage Wonders 
Discover the Unesco-listed 

treasures of Italy’s art cities.

 14 DAYS
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Nrr Amal   Coast Italy’s 

most dazzling seafront 
stretch is made for road trips.

mm Tuscan Wine Tour An 
intoxicating blend of scenery, acclaimed restaurants and 
top-notch wine.

cc Grande Strada delle Dolomiti The pink-hued 
Dolomites form a picture-
perfect backdrop.

  

 What is a Classic Trip?
 All the trips in this book show you the best of Italy, but we’ve chosen nine as our all-time 
favourites. These are our Classic Trips – the ones that lead you to the best of the iconic 
sights, the top activities and the unique Italian experiences. Turn the page to see the map, 
and look out for the Classic Trip stamp throughout the book.
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wine from the Castello di 
Verrazzano and, just before it, a 
right turn up to the castle.

22 Castello di 
Verrazzano
 Some 26km south of 
Florence,  the Castello 
di Verrazzano (%055 
85 42 43; www.verrazzano.
com) lords it over a 
220-hectare estate where 
Chianti Classico, Vin 
Santo, grappa, honey, 
olive oil and balsamic 
vinegar are produced. In 
a previous life, the castle 
was home to Giovanni di 
Verrazzano (1485–1528), 
an adventurer who 
explored the North 
American coast and is 
commemorated in New 
York by the Verrazano-
Narrows bridge linking 
Staten Island to 
Brooklyn.

 11 Florence
 Whet your appetite for 
the road ahead with a 
one-day  cooking course 
at the Food & Wine 
Academy (%055 012 39 94; 
www.  orencecookingclasses.
com; Via de’ Lamberti 1; course 
with lunch €79), one of 
Florence’s  many cookery 
schools. Once you’re done 
at the stove, sneak out to 
visit the Chiesa e Museo 
di Orsanmichele (Via 
dell’Arte della Lana; admission 
free; hchurch 10am-5pm daily, 
museum 10am-5pm Mon), an 
inspirational 14th-century 

church and one of 
Florence’s lesser-known 
gems. Over the river, you 
can stock up on Tuscan 
wines and gourmet foods 
at Obsequium (www.
obsequium.it; Borgo San Jacopo 
17-39r), a well-stocked 
wine shop on the ground 
 oor of a medieval tower. 

For a walking tour of 
the city, see p 240 .

 54  p 251 

 The Drive »  From Florence 
it’s about an hour to Verrazzano. 
Head south along the scenic 
SR222 (Via Chiantigiana) 
towards Greve. When you get to 
Greti, you’ll see a shop selling 

 l  l Piero della 
Francesca Trail

 Instead of heading into 
Chianti wine country from 
Florence, join this trail 
of revered Renaissance 
frescoes (p 233 ).

 o  o Foodie Emilia-
Romagna

 From Florence, continue 
120km north on the A1 
to Bologna and a tour of 
Emilia-Romagna’s great 
food towns (p 261 ).

LLLIINNNKKK 
YYYOOOUUURRR 
TTTRRRRIIPPP

 Tuscan Wine Tour 22
 Meandering through Tuscany’s bucolic wine districts, 
this classic Chianti tour offers a taste of life in the 
slow lane. Once out of Florence (Firenze), you’ll fi nd 
yourself on quiet back roads driving through wooded 
hills and immaculate vineyards, stopping off at 
wine estates and hilltop towns to sample the local 
vintages. En route, you’ll enjoy soul-stirring scenery, 
farmhouse food and some captivating Renaissance 
towns.
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Look out for the Classic Trips stamp
on our favourite routes in this book.

  11  Grand
Tour  ............... 12–14 Days 39

 8 8  The Graceful
Italian Lakes ......5–7 Days 109

  cc  Grande Strada
delle Dolomiti ....7–10 Days 145

  dd  A Venetian
Sojourn .............. 4–5 Days 157

  ff  World Heritage
Wonders ...............14 Days 181

  m m Tuscan
Wine Tour ...............4 Days 243

  pp  Shadow of
Vesuvius ............ 2–3 Days 273

  rr  Amalfi 
Coast .......................7 Days 291

xx  Wonders of
Ancient Sicily 12–14 Days 343
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 Read more about Robert at: lonelyplanet.com/
members/robertlandon

 Robert Landon Ten minutes into his maiden voyage 
to Italy, Robert was pickpocketed in a Florence 
church, yet he has been returning obsessively ever 
since, including stints living in Rome and Florence. 
He has authored Lonely Planet guides to Florence, 
Venice and Brazil, and has also written about travel, art 
and architecture for the Los Angeles Times, Dwell, 
Metropolis and many other publications.

 My Favourite Trip v Across the Lucanian 
Appennines is a gorgeous and surprising journey 
the whole way, but especially memorable for a 
particular goat’s-milk cheese plate in otherworldly 
Castelmezzano.

423



Published by Lonely Planet 
Publications Pty Ltd
ABN 36 005 607 983
1st edition – Mar 2013
ISBN 978 1 74220 987 6
© Lonely Planet 2013    Photographs © as 
indicated 2013
10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1
Printed in China
All rights reserved. No part of this 
publication may be copied, stored in 
a retrieval system, or transmitted in 
any form by any means, electronic, 
mechanical, recording or otherwise, 
except brief extracts for the purpose of 
review, and no part of this publication 
may be sold or hired, without the written 
permission of the publisher. Lonely Planet 

and the Lonely Planet logo are trademarks 
of Lonely Planet and are registered in the 
US Patent and Trademark Office and in 
other countries. Lonely Planet does not 
allow its name or logo to be appropriated 
by commercial establishments, such as 
retailers, restaurants or hotels. Please 
let us know of any misuses: lonelyplanet.
com/ip. Paper in this book is certified against the 

Forest Stewardship Council™ standards. 
FSC™ promotes environmentally 
responsible, socially beneficial and 
economically viable management of the 
world’s forests.

OUR STORYOUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few 
dollars in the pocket and a 
sense of adventure. In 1972 
that’s all Tony and Maureen 
Wheeler needed for the 
trip of a lifetime – across 
Europe and Asia overland 
to Australia. It took several 
months, and at the end – 

broke but inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and 
stapling together their fi rst travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offi  ces in Melbourne, London and 
Oakland, with more than 600 staff  and writers. We share Tony’s 
belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three things: inform, 
educate and amuse’.

 OUR  OUR 
WRITERSWRITERS

 Read more about Duncan at: lonelyplanet.com/
members/duncangarwood

 Duncan Garwood Ever since moving to Italy in 
1997, Duncan has spent much of his time driving 
the country on assignment for Lonely Planet. 
He’s clocked up tens of thousands of kilometres 
and contributed to a whole host of Lonely Planet 
guidebooks, including Italy, Rome, Sicily, Sardinia and 
Naples, as well as the Food Lover’s Guide to the World. 
He currently lives in the Castelli Romani hills just 
outside of Rome.

 My Favourite Trip i Abruzzo’s Wild 
Landscapes for the magnifi cent, unspoiled 
mountain scenery in this often-overlooked part of Italy.

 Paula Hardy Paula’s fi rst experience of northern 
Italy was Furniture Fair madness in Milan, braving 
frigid lake waters out of season and a suitcase full 
of impractical shoes. Now with over a decade of 
experience in contributing to Lonely Planet’s Italy 
books, including fi ve editions of Italy, Pocket Milan, 
Puglia & Basilicata, Sicily and Sardinia, she knows 
better and now shops in sensible shoes to work off  
the worst excesses of the Italian table. You can 
fi nd her tweeting from the lakes and mountains 
@paula6hardy.

 My Favourite Trip c Grande Strada delle 
Dolomiti because, secretly, I’d like to be Heidi living 
amid the pink rock walls and oceans of wildfl owers.

Although the authors and Lonely 
Planet have taken all reasonable 
care in preparing this book, we make 
no warranty about the accuracy or 
completeness of its content and, to 
the maximum extent permitted, dis-
claim all liability arising from its use.

MORE WRITERS
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