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OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and 
a sense of adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and 
Maureen Wheeler needed for the trip of a lifetime 
– across Europe and Asia overland to Australia. It 
took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and 
stapling together their first travel guide, Across Asia 
on the Cheap. Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. 
Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and Oakland, with more than 
600 staff and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three 
things: inform, educate and amuse’.
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Donna Wheeler Italy’s border regions are Donna 
Wheeler’s dream assignment: Alps, the sea, complex 
histories, plus spectacular wine and food. Donna has 
lived in Turin’s Quadrilatero Romano and Genova’s 
centro storico and been an Italian-by-marriage for 
almost two decades. A former commissioning editor 
and content strategist, she’s written guidebooks to 
Italy, France, Tunisia, Algeria, Norway and Belgium 
and publishes on art, architecture, history and food 
for LonelyPlanet.com, BBC.com Travel, National 
Geographic Traveler and My Art Guides; she is also 
the creative director of travel magazine She Came 
to Stay.

©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd

Duncan Garwood Ever since moving to Italy in 
1997, Duncan has spent much of his time driving 
the country on assignment for Lonely Planet. 
He’s clocked up tens of thousands of kilometres 
and contributed to a whole host of Lonely Planet 
guidebooks, including Italy, Rome, Sicily, Sardinia and 
Naples, as well as the Food Lover’s Guide to the World. 
He currently lives in the Castelli Romani hills just 
outside of Rome.

Paula Hardy From Lido beaches to annual Biennales 
and spritz-fuelled aperitivo bars, Paula has 
contributed to Lonely Planet Italian guides for over 
15 years, including previous editions of Venice & the 
Veneto, Pocket Milan, The Italian Lakes, Sicily, Sardinia 
and Puglia & Basilicata. When she’s not scooting 
around the bel paese, she writes for a variety of travel 
publications and websites. Currently she divides her 
time between London, Italy and Morocco, and tweets 
her finds @paula6hardy.

135



Published by Lonely Planet 
Publications Pty Ltd
ABN 36 005 607 983
1st edition – Jun 2016
ISBN 978 1 76034 053 7
© Lonely Planet 2016 Photographs © as 
indicated 2016
10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1
Printed in China
All rights reserved. No part of this 
publication may be copied, stored in a 
retrieval system, or transmitted in  
any form by any means, electronic, 
mechanical, recording or otherwise,  
except brief extracts for the purpose of 
review, and no part of this publication 
may be sold or hired, without the written 
permission of the publisher. Lonely Planet 

and the Lonely Planet logo are trademarks 
of Lonely Planet and are registered in the 
US Patent and Trademark Office and in 
other countries. Lonely Planet does not 
allow its name or logo to be appropriated 
by commercial establishments, such as 
retailers, restaurants or hotels. Please 
let us know of any misuses: lonelyplanet.
com/ip. Paper in this book is certified against the 

Forest Stewardship Council™ standards. 
FSC™ promotes environmentally 
responsible, socially beneficial and 
economically viable management of  
the world’s forests.

Cristian Bonetto It took one visit to Italy as a young 
backpacker to get him hooked, and Cristian has been 
covering the country’s food, culture and lifestyle for 
over a decade. The writer’s musings have appeared in 
publications across the globe, and his Naples-based 
play Il Cortile (The Courtyard) has toured numerous 
Italian cities. Cristian has contributed to more than 
30 Lonely Planet guides, including Venice & The 
Veneto, New York City, Denmark, and Singapore. You 
can follow Cristian’s adventures on Twitter  
(@CristianBonetto) and on Instagram (rexcat75). 

Belinda Dixon Having cut her travel teeth on Italy’s 
ferries and trains, rarely has a year passed when 
Belinda hasn’t been back. Research highlights include 
gazing at mountains while ferry-hopping those 
gorgeous lakes, encountering Mantua’s extraordinary 
art, tasting olive oil in Malcesine and Bardolino in, 
well, Bardolino – and always delighting in this, the 
bel paese.

OUR 
WRITERS

Although the authors and Lonely 
Planet have taken all reasonable 
care in preparing this book, we make 
no warranty about the accuracy or 
completeness of its content and, to 
the maximum extent permitted, dis-
claim all liability arising from its use.
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