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Prospects for Peace

Optimism about peace between Israel and her neighbours was wide-
spread among both Israelis and Palestinians in the heyday of the Oslo
peace process, in the mid-1990s. But following years of suicide bombings,
rocket attacks from Gaza and calls by Palestinian Islamists for Israel’s de-
struction, many Israelis have become pessimistic about the chances for
peace. Retaliatory strikes from Israel, continuing Israel Defence Forces
(IDF) roadblocks, the right-wing composition of Israel’s current govern-
ment, settlement construction and settler violence have had a similar
impact on the assessment of many Palestinians.

Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu has declared his support
for a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, but since his
right-wing coalition government came to power in 2009, it has continued
to expand Jewish settlements and offered only vague answers to Palestin-
ian questions about eventual borders, calling into question Netanyahu’s
commitment to the eventual establishment of a viable Palestinian state
next to Israel.

The leadership of the Palestinian Authority may be similarly ham-
strung. Although PA President Mahmoud Abbas and his prime minister,
Salam Fayyad, have a long record of support for a two-state solution,
they too have seemed reluctant to make any bold moves. Instead, Abbas

and India). has been putting great effort into having Palestine admitted to the UN
e General Assembly as a full member state, a campaign that diplomatic
manoeuvres by Israel, the US and some European countries has blocked.
Exclusion of Women
Women serve on Israel’s Supreme Court and as government ministers
(including, from 1969 to 1974, as prime minister - Golda Meir, of course),
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