
 Why Go?
 Rugged and starkly beautiful, Sinai’s vast and empty desert 
heart has managed to capture imaginations throughout the 
centuries. It has been coveted for both its deep religious sig-
nifi cance and its strategic position as a crossroads of em-
pires; prophets and pilgrims, conquerors and exiles have all 
left their footprints on the sands here.

 Today travellers fl ock to Sinai’s seaside resorts, which 
serve up a medley of sun-drenched holiday fun and off er 
a springboard to the underwater wonders of the Red Sea. 
Step away from the buzz of the coast, though, and you’ll fi nd 
Sinai’s true soul. Here amid the red-tinged, ragged peaks 
and endless never-never of sand, the Bedouin continue to 
preserve their proud traditions while fi nding ways to cope 
with the increasing infi ltration of modern ways. On a star-
studded night, surrounded by the monstrous silhouettes of 
mountains, you’ll realise why Sinai continues to cast a spell 
over all who visit.
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 Best Places to Eat
 »  Seabride (p 363 )
 »  Kitchen (p 363 )
 »  Blue House (p 363 )

 Best Places to 
Stay
 »  Sawa Camp (boxed text, 

p 357 )
 »  Alaska Camp & Hotel 

(p 362 )
 »  Nakhil Inn (p 358 )
 »  Sunrise Lodge (p 362 )

 Sinai (Egypt) سيناء

 When to Go

 Mar Head into 
the desert   when 
spring’s flurry 
of life colour-
fully carpets the 
sands.

 Apr Celebrate all 
things Sinai at the 
Dahab Festival.

 Oct Shrug off the 
winter blues by 
sneaking in some 
autumn sun along 
the coast.
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