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Includes » Why Go?

AT | - - NIEEEEBaaE 305 Visitors have been making their way across the arid land-
Around Arad ....... 305 scape of the Negev desert for millennia, following in the
Be'er Sheva. ....... 305 footsteps of incense traders who transported precious cargo
Around Be'er of frankincense and myrrh from south Arabia to the Med-
Sheva .. ..o, 307 iterranean in ancient times. Today it’s possible to visit the
Sde Boker ... .. ... 309 ruins of dramatically sited Nabataean cities that were built

along this trade route, before heading south to the sybaritic

Mitzpe Ramon. ... 312 summer playground of Eilat on the Red Sea coast.
TheArava........... 317 Archaeological sites aren’t the only diversions on offer in
Eilat............... 320 this part of the country. So many vineyards and artisanal
Around Eilat ....... 329 food producers have established themselves here in recent
years that the region near the extraordinary geological
phenomenon of the Makhtesh Ramon is now marketed as a
wine route and is a popular weekend getaway for city slick-
ers. As well, there are activities aplenty, including hiking,
Best Places to P : .

cycling, camel riding and 4WD desert drives. Put simply,
Eat this majestic southern desert region is one of the country’s
» Kaparuc'hka (p305) greatest attractions - don’t miss it.

= Chez Eugéne (p316)

K i o When to Go
ornmehl Farm (p311) Eilat

e Pastory (p326) °C/°F Temp Rainfall inches/mm
40/104 — 8/200

Best Places to 30786~ ' ' ' ' ' ' ' 0150

Sta.y 20/68 — . . ' ' 4/100

» Midbara (p320) 10/50 — . 2/50

=» Carmey Avdat Winery o 0

(p310) J F M A M J J A S O N D

= Desert Shade (p315)

+ iBike (p315) Mar-May, late Aug The Red Sea Dec-Feb Occasi-

Sep-Nov The Jazz Festival adds  onal rainstorms
% Beresheet (p315) best time for des-  acool notetoa lead to waterfalls
) ert treks; sunny in  sweltering Eilat flowing in En
* Orehid Reef Hotel (p326) the daytime but summer. Avdat National

cold at night. Park.




The Negev
Highlights

@ Starting at the
ancient Nabataean
settlement of Avdat
(p308) and then
follow the Unesco-
listed Incense Route.
O Hiking a trail past
natural springs, pools
and waterfalls in En
Avdat National Park
(p310).

© Sampling the
viticultural lifestyle
and local wines

when overnighting
on the Ramat
Hanegev Wine Route
(p310).

O Witnessing
millions of years of
evolution beneath
your feet from the
lookout at Makhtesh
Ramon (p312).

© Investigating
the communal,
sustainable and
creative ways of
life being forged by
kibbutz residents in
the Arava (p318).
O Diving and
snorkelling under
the Red Sea waves at
Eilat (p320).

7
GAZA l;glhiia akm); —€) YatirForest—  — Masada
| Laklya Caj
STRIP  ofakim  (170km)
) [ Shocket Q elliag Jerusalem
; Jet (120km)
Be'er@ , Arad /
Sheva Tel Be'er
Sheva
[222] Neve
. Zohar
© Dimona
@ =
Telalim Jct ® Ramat Yeroham freEELs
211 o Hanegev
KV'"e HaMakhtesh
hQ Halukim oute  pMakhtesh HaKatan '
Shivta et ° 4 sde Boker HaGadol /
@ En Avdat ]
o National Park 7 J
Avdat (
\ o Hatzeva @ /
\ Mitzpe g - Makhtesh /
| Ramon Ramon ]
\ egev esert ]
\/ Negev D
f Tzugqil 3
( “ame /JORDAN
\ /
\ o Shittim \
A ]
- The /oGharandal
Shizzafon ~Arava p
. Jet (5)
\ oKibbutz Ne)ét Semadar
|
\ [12] o Ketura Jct
) Ovda P
\. Airport & Kibbutz @ Kibbutz Lotan (50233
Ketura .
EGYPT Shaharut @ ©/Kibbutz Yotvata /
(SINAI) \ Kibbutz Samar Hai-Bar Yotvata
- Nature Reserve
Timna
!. Park 6
Amram
Re(i © pillars
Canyq1 Shehoret -
Canyon )
FEin Net: . :

/ 7

Q =1L O Yitzhak Rabin/Wadi Araba
0 Border Crossing
Taba _ o
Border @\ Aqaba
Crossing © RE D
SEA

(O3

40 km

20 miles



