
Best Places to 
Eat

¨¨ Faces (p160)

¨¨ Ma’ayan HaBira (p161)

¨¨ HaMis’ada shel Ima (p162)

¨¨ Port Cafe (p174)

¨¨ Uri Buri (p180)

Best Places to 
Stay

¨¨ Port Inn (p158)

¨¨ Juha’s Guesthouse (p171)

¨¨ Effendi Hotel (p179)

¨¨ Akkotel (p179)

When to Go

Apr & May 
Temperatures are 
pleasant and the 
Baha’i Gardens 
are in full bloom.

Jul & Aug Take 
refuge from the 
summer heat in 
the parks and 
cafes of Haifa’s 
Carmel Centre.

Dec Every week-
end, a Wadi Nisnas 
carnival celebrates 
the season’s Jew-
ish, Christian and 
Muslim holidays.
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Haifa & the North 
Coast

Why Go?
Israel’s north coast is a tranquil stretch of the Mediter­
ranean punctuated with old farms, quaint seaside towns 
and historic sites. The principal settlement is Haifa, a mixed 
Jewish-Arab city that often surprises visitors with its open­
ness and tolerance. Sprawling across Mt Carmel, Haifa has 
stunning views, a wealth of museums and the magnificent 
Baha’i Gardens. Redevelopment has created a thriving 
nightlife and arts scene.

Haifa is the starting point for a journey north to the his­
toric port of Akko (Acre) and the luminous sea grottoes of 
Rosh HaNikra. In the other direction, Herod’s port at Cae­
sarea and the ancient civilisations of Megiddo should be on 
the radar of any history buff. Ein Hod and Zichron Ya’acov – 
home to Israel’s oldest winery – are both fine destinations 
for anyone with a taste for art, wine and homemade beer. 
After your travels, take some time to chill out on the beaches 
around Nahariya and Akhziv.
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Haifa 	 חיפה حيفا
%04  /  POP 272,000

Haifa is one of the Middle East’s most pic­
turesque cities. The views from the top of 
majestic Mt Carmel (546m) are breath­
taking, especially from the Baha’i Gardens, 
but almost everywhere you look in the city 

there are interesting, if not always beautiful, 
urban landscapes, many from the late Otto­
man and Mandate (Bauhaus) periods.

Haifa was intended by British planners to 
serve as the Levant’s main port and trans­
port hub, linked – thanks to rail lines and 
an oil pipeline – to a hinterland that encom­
passed Transjordan and Iraq. That vision 

149

Shikmona Interchange

’Atlit Interchange

Megiddo Jct.

Zichron Ya’acov Interchange

Customs and Border Crossing

(22km)
She'an

Beit

(32km)
Tsfat

(20km)
Tiberias

Tel Aviv (48km)
Netanya (18km);

Jerusalem (108km)
Nablus (45km);

S E A
M E D I T E R R A N E A N

Bay
Haifa

Kafr
Kana

Jisr az-Zarka

Hawd
Ayn

Akhzivland

Dor
HaBonim

Binyamina

Beit Jan

Shlomi

Tivon

al-Karmel

Tarshiha

Hadera
Jenin

Peqi'in

Goren

Ein Hod

Ma'alot

Kiryat

Karmiel

Um al-Fahm

Daliyat

Buqei'a

Atlit

Mi'ilya

Gilon

Nazareth

Nahariya

Afula

Bus Station
HaCarmel
Haifa-Hof HaMifratz

Haifa-Merkazit

Airport
Haifa

Park
National

Park
National

Akhziv

Carmel

Nature Reserve
Nahal Tanimin

Mt Gilboa

Valley
Jezreel

LEBANON

GALILEE
THE

BANK
WEST

Tunnel

HaGeta'ot

Kedem
Mey

Carmelite Monastery
of St Elijah

She'arim

Lohamei

Beit

Kibbutz

Goren Park

(546m)
Mt Carmel

6

899

2

4

4

4 70

75

70

65

66

66

60

71

73

75

77

79

70

85

89

Ya'acov
Zichron

Caesarea

Megiddo

Haifa

Akko

Rosh HaNikra

Montfort
0 20 km
0 10 miles

1 Admiring the sea views, 
fountains and flower beds of 
the sublime Baha’i Gardens 
(p150).

2 Exploring the vaulted 
halls and hidden tunnels 
left by the Crusaders in the 
walled seaside city of Akko 
(p175).

3 Strolling from the 
Crusader ramparts to the 

Roman amphitheatre at 
Caesarea (p171), Herod’s 
grandiose port city.

4 Feeling the immense 
power of the sea in the 
shimmering turquoise 
grottoes of Rosh HaNikra 
(p182).

5 Sampling wine and 
dining well in Zichron 
Ya’acov (p169), a 19th-

century village on the flanks 
of Mt Carmel.

6 Preparing for 
Armageddon at Megiddo 
(p174), a biblical site 
where some believe the end 
of the world will begin.

7 Stretching your legs 
on the hike to Montfort 
(p181), a Crusader castle 
accessible only on foot.

Haifa & the North Coast Highlights


