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 The Long Way 
Round

 14 DAYS
 1300KM / 807 MILES

 GREAT FOR

 HBJ

 BEST TIME TO GO
 You’ll have the best 

weather (and crowds) 

in June and August, but 

September is ideal.

 I ESSENTIAL 
PHOTO

 Killyhoey Beach from 

the top of Horn Head.

 K BEST TWO 
DAYS

 Stops 7 to 9 allow you 

to experience the very 

best of the wild west, 

including a day trip to 

the Aran Islands. 

Dublin Full to the brim with art, 

literature, music and nightlife

 2
 Why go in a straight line when you can perambulate at leisure? 

This trip explores Ireland’s jagged, scenic and spectacular 

edges; a captivating loop that takes in the whole island.
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Dublin

Belfast

Westport
Photogenic Georgian 

town with a musical 

reputation

600 km

Inishmór
Wind-lashed, 
cliff-protected World 

Heritage island

740 km

Ardmore
Secluded seaside 

village with ancient 
Christian ruins

1300 km

Giant’s Causeway
One of the natural 

wonders of the world

244 km

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS

55
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1 Ireland’s Highlights 
The best of Ireland’s five-star 

cultural and natural 
attractions.  7 DAYS

14 Ring of Kerry
Pass jaw-dropping scenery as 

you circumnavigate the Iveragh 

Peninsula. 4 DAYS

16 Southwest Blitz
The best of the southwest 

coast, countryside and 
cosmopolitan city life. 4 DAYS

22 Musical Landscapes
A ride round County Clare’s 

hottest trad music spots.
 5 DAYS

28 Tip to Toe
The ultimate pan-Irish 
experience.
 10 DAYS
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2 The Long Way Round
Ireland’s crenellated coastlines, 

vibrant port cities and island 

treasures. 14 DAYS

21 Best of the West
The ultimate tour of Ireland’s 

best westerly sights.
 6 DAYS

29 The North in a Nutshell
Big cities, big-name sights, 

hidden beaches, tiny islands – 

an epic drive. 10 DAYS

  
 

11

1010

 IRELAND

JO
H

N
 E

L
K

/G
E

T
T

Y
 IM

A
G

E
S

 ©

S
T

E
P

H
E

N
 S

A
K

S
/G

E
T

T
Y

 IM
A

G
E

S
 ©

D
E

S
IG

N
 P

IC
S

 /
 G

A
R

E
T

H
 M

C
C

O
R

M
A

C
K

/G
E

T
T

Y
 IM

A
G

E
S

 ©

1 Ireland’s Highlights 
Brave the elements to get to 
Skellig Michael, the Unesco 
World Heritage Site and 
largest of the Skellig Islands

g Southwest Blitz Plant a 
kiss on the famous Blarney 
Stone at the 15th-century 
Blarney Castle

t The North in a Nutshell Queen’s Quay big  sh 
scultpure in Belfast

  

 What is a Classic Trip?
 All the trips in this book show you the best of Ireland, but we’ve chosen eight as our all-
time favourites. These are our Classic Trips – the ones that lead you to the best of the 
iconic sights, the top activities and the unique Irish experiences. Turn the page to see the 
map, and look out for the Classic Trip stamp throughout the book.

 IRELAND

g

t
1

R

R

R

R

R
R

R

R

R

R

R

R

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\
#\

#\#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\
#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\
#\

#\

#\

#]

#\

#\

#\

#\

#

#

÷

÷

KERRY
Been Hill
(668m)

Mt Baurtregaum
(850m)

Knockboy
(706m)

Mt Gabriel
(407m)

Barraboy Mtn
(412m)

Knocknagorraveela
(507m)

Carrantuohil
(1039m)

Knockgour
(481m) Mt Seefin

(491m)

Knocknadobar
(688m)

Coomacarrea
(772m)

Mt Carrauntoonhill
(1040m)

Sheep's
Head

Annagh
Bog

Bolus
Head

Doulus
Head

Dingle
Peninsula

Inch
Point

Iveragh
Peninsula

Sheep's Head
Peninsula

Mizen Head
Peninsula

Slieve Mish
Mountains

Lamb's
Head

Caha
Mountains

Slieve Miskish
Mountains

Derrynasaggart
Mountains

Shehy
Mountains

Dursey
Head

Beara
Peninsula

Macgillycuddy's
Reeks

Cod's
Head

Coulagh
Bay

Derrynane
Bay

Dunmanus
Bay

Castlemaine
Harbour

Kenmare
River

Kells Bay

Bantry
Bay

Rossbeigh
Strand

Ballinskelligs
Bay

Dingle
Bay

Lough
Leane

Deriana
Lough

Gougane
Barra
Lake

Lough
Currane

Lough Caragh

Lough
Allua

Killarney
National
Park

Riv
er
Inn

y

Ill
en

Ri

ver

Glencar

Aughacasla

Moll's
Gap

Darreenafoyle

Kilgarvan

Castlecove

Millstreet

Castleisland

Lauragh

Inch
Farranfore

Rathmore

Lispole

Parknasilla

Dingle

Knightstown

Ballydavid Ballydesmond

Waterville

Lougher

Adrigole

AhakistaKilcrohane

Tuosist

Castletownbere

Ardgroom

RosscarberyLeap

Skibbereen
Ballydehob

Camp

Durrus

Drimoleague

Dunmanway
Kealkill

Ballylickey
Eyeries

Allihies

Tahilla

Sneem

Derrynane

Ballinskelligs

Kells

Glenbeigh

Castlemaine
Annascaul

Cloghane

Glengarriff

Killorglin

Killarney

Kenmare

Caherdaniel

Caherciveen

Bantry

Gougane Barra
Forest Park

Glanteenassig Forest
Recreation Area

##5

##2

##1

##6

##3

##4

4¼N70

4¼N22

4¼N22

4¼N72

4¼N72

4¼N71

4¼N70

4¼N70

4¼N70
4¼N71

4¼R569

4¼R582

4¼N22

4¼N71
4¼R754

4¼R572

4¼R585

4¼R584

#H
p189

lL

#]
#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\
#\

#\

#\ #\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\

#\
CORK

TIPPERARY

WATERFORD

Seven
Heads

Vee Gap

Knockmealdown
Mountains

Blackwater
Valley

Great
Island

Power
Head

Knockadoon
Head

Nagles
Mountains

Old
Head of
Kinsale

Boggeragh
Mountains

A T L A N T I C
O C E A N

Cork
Harbour

Kinsale
Harbour

Clonakilty
Bay

Youghal Bay

Courtmacsherry
Bay

Inniscarra
ReservoirCarrigadrohid

Reservoir

River
Blackwater

Allow
River

River Bandon

River Blackwater

Rylane
Templemichael

Coachford

Villierstown

Cappoquin

Clashmore

Aglish

Sandy
Cove

Tallowbridge

Passage
West

Fermoy

Castletownroche

Shanagarry

Newmarket

Ballyduff

Buttevant

Clonakilty

Kanturk

Cloyne

Lismore

Ring

Macroom

Inchydoney

Timoleague

Summercove

Liscarroll

Doneraile

Killeagh

Rathcormack

Ballycotton

Kilbrittain

Ballinhassig

Kinsale

Ringaskiddy

Crosshaven

Crookstown

Innishannon
Bandon

Courtmacsherry

Garrettstown

Butlerstown

Castlefreke

y

Mallow

Blarney
Youghal

Midleton
Barryscourt

Castle

Cobh

Fota Wildlife Park

Cork

##8

##9

##10 ##11

##12

##7

4¼N72

4¼N73

4¼N20 4¼M8

4¼N22
4¼N22

4¼N25

4¼R585

4¼N71

FG18

FG12

#H
p193

#I
p196

#e 0 20 km
0 10 miles

mK

 1 Killarney
  Killarney’s biggest 
attraction, in every 
sense, is Killarney 
National Park (p 171 ), with 
magni cent Muckross 
Estate at its heart. If 
you’re not doing the 
classic Ring of Kerry 
route that brings you 
through the park, 
you should de nitely 
consider a detour here. 
Right in town, there are 
pedestrian entrances 
to the park opposite 
St Mary’s Cathedral 
(Cathedral Pl), a superb 
example of neo-Gothic 

revival architecture, built 
between 1842 and 1855.

 Also worth a visit in 
the town centre is the 
1860s Franciscan Friary 
(Fair Hill), with an ornate 
Flemish-style altarpiece, 
some impressive tilework 
and, most notably, 

stained-glass windows 
by Harry Clarke. The 
Dublin artist’s organic 
style was in uenced by 
art nouveau, art deco and 
symbolism.

 Plunkett and College 
Sts are lined with pubs; 
behind leaded glass 

 c Blackwater 
Valley Drive

 Youghal is the starting 
point for a glorious drive 
through the Blackwater 
Valley.

 i West Cork 
Villages

 Head 76km southwest 
of Youghal to Kinsale to 
wind your way around 
West Cork’s picturesque 
peninsulas.

LLLIINNNKKK 
YYYOOOUUURRR 
TTTRRRIIPP

 On this drive around the country’s stunning southwest you’ll encounter 
soaring stone castles, dizzying sea cliffs, wide, sandy beaches, crystal-clear 
lakes, dense woodlands and boat-fi lled harbours. Villages spill over with 
brightly painted buildings, vibrant markets and cosy pubs with toe-tapping 
live music, perfectly poured pints and fantastic craic. It all conjures up iconic 
impressions of Ireland.

 Southwest Blitz 16
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Look out for the Classic Trips stamp 
on our favourite routes in this book.

1 	Ireland’s 
Highlights................7 Days	 39

2 	The Long Way 
Round.....................14 Days	 55

e 	Ring of 
Kerry........................4 Days	 163

g 	Southwest 
Blitz..........................4 Days	 185

l 	Best of 
the West..................6 Days	 235

m 	Musical 
Landscapes.............5 Days	 247

s 	Tip to 
Toe.........................10 Days	 303

t 	The North 
in a Nutshell..........10 Days	 317
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Oda O’Carroll From the far-flung reaches of Midwest 
Ireland, I upped sticks and moved to Dublin to study 
communications. After a stint as a TV researcher I 
went on to direct short films and TV documentaries 
in between travel writing for Lonely Planet and other 
(lesser!) publications. I’ve worked on titles like 
Britain, France, Corsica, Ireland and Dublin and now 
live in Dublin with my husband and three daughters.

My Favourite Trip l Best of the West It’s 
hard to beat this coastline for sheer scenic diversity: 
windswept beaches, great stretches of mountains 
and super-friendly towns.

Catherine Le Nevez My wanderlust kicked in 
when I road-tripped across Europe aged four. I’ve 
been hitting the road at every opportunity since, 
completing a Doctorate of Creative Arts in writing, 
a Masters in professional writing and post-grad 
qualifications in editing and publishing along the way. 
With Celtic connections including Irish and Breton 
heritage (and a love of Guinness!), I’ve travelled 
throughout every county in the emerald isle, and 
covered 20 of them for various Lonely Planet titles.

My Favourite Trip f Dingle Peninsula This 
trip ticks all the boxes: perfect breakers, fresh-as-it-
gets seafood, phenomenal scenery and a poetic soul.

399



OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few 
dollars in the pocket and a 
sense of adventure. In 1972 
that’s all Tony and Maureen 
Wheeler needed for the 
trip of a lifetime – across 
Europe and Asia overland 
to Australia. It took several 
months, and at the end – 

broke but inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and 
stapling together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and 
Oakland, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony’s 
belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three things: inform, 
educate and amuse’.

OUR 
WRITERS

Read more about Belinda at:  
www.lonelyplanet.com/members/belindadixon

Belinda Dixon I first visited Northern Ireland 20 
years ago, when armed soldiers patrolled the streets. 
Witnessing the transformative power of the peace 
process in Belfast and Derry on this research trip has 
been inspiring. But what is also always appealing is 
getting off Ireland’s main routes onto the cliff-clinging 
minor roads; sometimes mud spattered, sometimes 
sand fringed, they’re unfailingly memorable drives.

My Favourite Trip v Inishowen Peninsula 
This is real back-roads Ireland: mountain passes, 
sweeps of golden beach and tiny, traditional 
communities. Plus Derry’s powerful past, too.

Fionn Davenport It’s funny how you can least know 
that which is most familiar to you. Irish-born, bred 
and raised, I’ve lived in and out of Ireland all of my life. 
But it was only when I began writing about it 20 years 
ago that I began to really get to know it – and this 
guide has been especially rewarding. I’ve taken to the 
road and focused less on where I was going and more 
on what I could see along the way.

My Favourite Trip c Blackwater Valley 
Drive It’s as far from my home in Dublin as I got, but 
on this short trip I finally got to understand what my 
Waterford mates had told me about their beloved 
Blackwater Valley.
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Although the authors and Lonely 
Planet have taken all reasonable 
care in preparing this book, we make 
no warranty about the accuracy or 
completeness of its content and, to 
the maximum extent permitted, dis-
claim all liability arising from its use.
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