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Itineraries

Irish Sea
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Nanona] Park /
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Klllarney

Ring of St George's
Kerry Channel

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

Ireland Highlights

This 300km-tourist trail takes you past some of Ireland’s most famous attractions and
through spectacular countryside. Start with a whistle-stop tour of Dublin, including
visits to Trinity College and the Book of Kells as well as a sample of Guinness in its home
town. The next day, head west to Galway, from where you should take a drive through
stunning, brooding Connemara (which can be driven in a nice loop) before heading
south through the moonlike landscape of The Burren. Take a detour to the Cliffs of
Moher, then head to Ennis, a good spot to enjoy a bit of traditional Irish music. Keep
going south through the Connor Pass into County Kerry, stopping for a half-day in
Dingle before setting out to visit its peninsula, taking in the views and prehistoric
monuments of Slea Head. Via the ferry, continue on to Killarney, the perfect base from
which to explore the famous Ring of Kerry, a much-trafficked 179km loop around the
Iveragh Peninsula.
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Best of the West

The west of Ireland is rightly at the top of most people’s must-visit lists. Start in County
Sligo, where prehistory and panorama combine to wonderful effect at Carrowmore Meg-
alithic Cemetery. Wind your way south along the coast, stopping at some of Ireland’s
best surf beaches like Strandhill and Enniscrone, to the pretty village of Pollatomish.
Continue south to the pub-packed heritage town of Westport. Southwest of here is mag-
nificent Croagh Patrick, which is worth a climb if only to feast your eyes from a height
on island-studded Clew Bay. Go west to Louisburgh, from where you can head offshore
to craggy Clare Island (home of the pirate queen Grace O’Malley), before turning south
along the beautiful Doolough Valley to Leenane, situated on Ireland’s only fjord. This

is the northern gateway to Connemara, which you can explore via the beautiful coastal
route, passing Kylemore Abbey, venturing onto Clifden’s scenic Sky Road and then wind-
ing your way around the coast through pretty Roundstone. Alternatively, you could sa-
vour the stunning wilderness of the inland route through Maam Cross to Galway, where
you should devote at least a day to exploring its colourful streets and wonderful pubs.

South of Galway, the fishing villages of Kinvara and Ballyvaughan are at the edge
of the strange karst landscape of The Burren, home to all manner of flora and fauna, as
well as big-ticket attractions like the ancient Aillwee Caves and the Cliffs of Moher.
Going south, be sure to sample some of Ireland’s exquisite traditional music by attending
a session in one of the pubs of Miltown Malbay; beach lovers should also opt for a stop
in Kilkee, a favourite with surfers.

The easiest way to cross into County Kerry is via the ferry at Killimer. Take a day to
explore the Dingle Peninsula, with its rich menu of ancient sites and stunning views,
before overnighting in Dingle - one of the prettiest towns along the entire west coast.
Take another day to explore the world-famous Ring of Kerry, ending in Killarney
National Park, right on the edge of Killarney itself. Take the scenic route across the
middle of the Beara Peninsula and make your way to the Italianate Garinish Island,
with its exotic flowers. Then follow the coast through Castletownshend and the fishing
village of Union Hall to the city of Cork.
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Coastal Tour

Start in Dublin, then head north to the
Neolithic necropolis at Brii na Béinne.
Continue on to Mellifont Abbey before
crossing the border into Northern Ireland
and heading to Belfast. Go northwest
along the Antrim coast to the Giant’s
Causeway. Continue around the coastline
of north Donegal, stopping at Glenveagh
National Park. Head south into Sligo
and climb the Stone Age passage grave at
Carrowkeel for views of Lough Arrow.
Make your way to the southwest via Con-
nemara. Wonder at The Burren and
check out traditional music in Doolin
before crossing into County Kerry and ex-
ploring the Dingle Peninsula. Go through

Killarney on your way round the Ring of
: for Clonmacnoise, a 6th-century monastic
i site. From here, move through the heart

i of the Midlands to another monastic gem,

Kerry. Camp in Kenmare and explore the
Beara Peninsula, then Ireland’s second
city, Cork. Explore County Waterford from
seaside Ardmore. Visit Dungarvan and
its castle, and the Museum of Treasures in
‘Waterford. Go north through Thomas-
town to St Canice’s Cathedral in Kilkenny
before exploring the city’s medieval core.
Visit Castletown House in County Kil-
dare, then cut east to Glendalough in the
‘Wicklow Mountains National Park.
Head back to Dublin.

Tip to Toe

¢ Begin in Northern Ireland’s second city,

: Derry, walking the city walls and explor-
ing the Bogside district. Then cross into

: County Donegal and explore the Inisho-

: wen Peninsula before overnighting in
Dunfanaghy. Move down Donegal’s

i coastline and check out the monastic ruins

of Glencolumbeille and the sea cliffs at
Slieve League. Cross into County Sligo

¢ and visit the Carrowmore Megalithic
Cemetery before checking in to your Sligo
: Town hotel. The next day, treat yourself

: to a round of golf at the County Sligo Golf

Course at Rosses Point or a seaweed bath
in Enniscrone. You'll skirt the eastern

edge of Connemara as you travel south to
Galway, from where you should strike out

the Rock of Cashel. Medieval Kilkenny is
only an hour away - visit its stunning cas-

: tle before exploring nearby Thomastown
i and Jerpoint Abbey. Using Wexford as a
: base, explore Curracloe Beach and visit
i Enniscorthy and the excellent National

¢ 1798 Rebellion Centre. Or you could chill

out and watch the fishermen draw in their

: lines in Kilmore Quay.
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Northern Delights

Start in Belfast, where you should take a
black taxi tour and/or visit the docks on

a boat trip, before heading north toward
the Antrim coast and the Carrick-a-
Rede Rope Bridge. Nearby is the Unesco
World Heritage-listed Giant’s Causeway,
which shouldn’t be missed by any visitor
to Northern Ireland, and just beyond it the
fascinating village of Bushmills, home

to the famous distillery. Derry is worth a
day - walk the city’s walls and explore its
more recent past in the Bogside district,
and then cross the invisible border into
the Republic by visiting the Inishowen
Peninsula in County Donegal. Back in the
North, go southeast to Lough Erne, tak-
ing in both White Island and the carved
stones of Devenish Island before heading
east to the famed Mourne Mountains,
where you can hike along ancient smug-
glers’ trails - or just admire the fabulous
views before heading back to Belfast.

Ireland of the
Ancients

¢ Begin at the stunning Neolithic tombs

i of Newgrange and Knowth in County
Meath, in the heart of Briina Bdinne.

¢ Nearby, stand at the top of the celebrated
i Hill of Tara, a site of immense folkloric
significance and seat of the high kings of
¢ Ireland until the 11th century. Across the

plain is the Hill of Slane, where St Patrick
lit a fire in 433 to proclaim Christianity

: throughout the land. To the west is the

i Neolithic monument of Loughcrew - a

: quieter alternative to Bri na Béinne. Keep
i going west to County Roscommon. Just

outside Tulsk village is Cruachan Ai,
the most important Celtic site in Europe.
Head south to Clonmacnoise, the 6th-

century monastic site in County Offaly,

¢ then continue through the heart of the

i country to the impressive Rock of Cashel
¢ in County Tipperary. Turn east and head

through County Kilkenny, stopping at the
Cistercian Jerpoint Abbey, at the pretty

: village of Thomastown. From here, travel
i northeast to Wicklow and magnificent

: Glendalough, where the substantial re-

mains of a monastic settlement linger by

i two beautiful lakes.
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Neil Wilson

County Donegal; Belfast; Counties Down & Armagh; Counties

Londonderry & Antrim; Counties Fermanagh & Tyrone Neil's first visit to
Northern Ireland was in 1994, during the first flush of post-ceasefire op-
timism, and his interest in the history and politics of the place intensified
when he found out that most of his mum'’s ancestors were from Ulster.
Working on the Ireland guidebook has allowed him to witness first-hand the
progress being made towards a lasting peace. Neil is a full-time travel writer based in Scot-
land, and has written more than 50 guidebooks for half a dozen publishers.

Read more about Neil at:
lonelyplanet.com/members/neilwilson




A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of
adventure. In1972 that's all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed
for the trip of a lifetime — across Europe and Asia overland to
Australia. It took several months, and at the end — broke but
inspired — they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap.
Within a week they'd sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born.

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and
Oakland, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony's belief that ‘a great guidebook
should do three things: inform, educate and amuse'.

OUR WRITERS

Fionn Davenport

Coordinating Author; Dublin; Counties Wicklow & Kildare A Dubliner by birth and
by persuasion, Fionn has worked on at least seven editions of this guide, and
more and more is reminded of Tancredi's aphorism in The Leopard: ‘everything
needs to change, so everything can stay the same. Everything has changed in
Ireland, but it has managed to hold on to its traditional strengths — beautiful
landscapes, a friendly people and a general conviviality that makes a repeat trip
unavoidable. Fionn also wrote the Plan Your Trip section, the Understand Ireland section and Sur-
vival Guide chapters.

Catherine Le Nevez

County Cork; County Kerry; Counties Limerick & Tipperary Catherine’s wander-
lust kicked in when she road-tripped across Europe aged four and she'’s been
hitting the road at every opportunity since, completing her Doctorate of Creative
Arts in Writing, Masters in Professional Writing, and post-grad qualifications in
Editing and Publishing along the way. Catherine’s Celtic connections include
Irish and Breton heritage (and a love of Guinness!). She's travelled throughout
every county in the emerald isle, and covered the majority of them for Lonely Planet, including
several editions of this book.

Josephine Quintero

Counties Wexford, Waterford, Carlow & Kilkenny; The Midlands; Counties Meath,
Louth, Cavan & Monaghan Exploring some of the lesser visited counties Jose-
phine discovered such delights as mystical caves, a belief in the little people and
restaurant food so retro it included jelly and cream. Throughout these counties,
history reverberated in the castles, landscape and evocative ruins, while a spell
in the wonderfully vibrant cities of Waterford and Kilkenny was the ideal antidote
to those more rural terrains. Josephine has contributed to more than 35 guides for Lonely Planet
and her delight in Ireland increases with every trip.

Read more about Josephine at:

lonelyplanet.com/members/JosephineQuintero
Ryan Ver Berkmoes YE phineQ

County Clare; County Galway; Counties Mayo & Sligo From Loop Head to Sligo,
with plenty of pleasures in between, Ryan has delighted in the great swath of
Ireland. He first visited Galway in 1985 when he remembers a grey place where
the locals wandered the muddy tidal flats for fun and frolic. Times have changed!
From lost rural pubs to lost memory, he's revelled in a place where his first name
brings a smile and his surname brings a ‘huh?’ Follow him at ryanverberkmoes.

com; and on Twitter @ryanvb.
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