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County Kerry

POPULATION: 145,000 / AREA: 4746 SQ KM
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Best Places to Eat

» Jacks Coastguard
Restaurant (p285)

» Out of the Blue (p306)
» Bianconi (p285)

» Chapter 40 (p275)

» Truffle Pig (p296)

Best Places to
Stay

» Aghadoe Heights Hotel
(p282)

» Pax House (p304)

» Harbour House (p311)

» Parknasilla Resort & Spa
(p294)

» Crystal Springs B&B (p272)

Why Go?

County Kerry contains some of Ireland’s most iconic scen-
ery: impossibly crenulated coastlines, endless green fields
crisscrossed by tumbledown stone walls, and mist-shrouded
mountain peaks and bogs.

With one of the country’s finest national parks as its
backyard, the lively tourism hub of Killarney spills over
with colourful shops, restaurants and pubs with spirited
trad sessions. Killarney is the jumping-off point for Kerry’s
two famed loop drives. The larger Ring of Kerry skirts the
Iveragh Peninsula, fringed by islands scattered offshore. The
compact Dingle Peninsula is like a condensed version of its
southern neighbour, with ancient sites, sandy beaches and
glimpses of a hard, unforgiving land.

Kerry’s exquisite beauty makes it one of Ireland’s most
popular tourist destinations. But if you need to escape from
the crowds, there’s always a mountain pass, an isolated cove
or an untrodden trail to discover.

‘When to Go?

Scads of festivals take place during the warmer months,
particularly June to August (when you’ll need to book ac-
commodation well ahead). Highlights on Kerry’s calendar
include Listowel’s Writers’ Week in early June; Dingle town’s
races and regatta, both in August; and Killorglin’s Puck Fes-
tival, also in August, which dates back at least as far as the
17th century. And even in the depths of winter, you’ll find
storytellers and musicians taking part in impromptu ses-
sions in pubs throughout the county.
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@ Drink in“Ireland’s finest
view’ across the rugged
coastline over a pint on the
Ring of Kerry (p294)

e Savour seafood
straight off the boats on the

enchanting Dingle Peninsula
(p297)

© Cycle through the
dramatic Gap of Dunloe
(p282)

© sail on the Upper Lake
in Killarney National Park
(p278)

9 Clip-clop around
Killarney in a horse-drawn
jaunting car (p277)

CLARE

Tarberto
Ballylongford @
Mouth ~
of the ‘*%She’l ©Ballybunion LIMERICK
Shannon ay
Ballyduff e Listbweko
Kerry z},ﬁ
Head' Ballyheigue “2_Abbeyfeale
o € 220
Ballyheigue
N{%ll?al'g?s Bm/g oBanna
slancs Banna,  eArdfert Mullaghareirk
Rough Strand Mountains
Point Cral
Biradln Tmlec Fenlt Tralee Cavé'e
o Kilcummin Blennervnle oCastleisland '
Camp®  Slieve Mish o <
Mountains

3 Farranfore Ballydesmon{zg
Clogher o ©Ballyferriter Annascaul Lougie] OCastlemaine €3 3
< oDingle o ° Inche Kerry =
Dunquin ; ; 2
quin©s Ventry o Lispole W Killorglin Airport Annagh 2
(6) Mt Eagle  Dingle Point ° Bog u
IBIIaSk:t (514m)  peninsula Rossboiay ClETDSIEN KERRY Killarney Rathmoreo
slands Dingle ossbeig] o Lough Gap of (5) N72
Kells ~ Strand bz P
Inishvickillane Bay Bay e Saragh Dunloe Lough
Been Hill A
KnOCkn&%%t)rzg K?,”S A (668m) Mt Leane Derrynasaggart
Ballaghisheen Carrauntoonhill o Mountains
Pas (o) Killarney
e CaherC|\/Le(ieol’:nAaca”Ca ) (¢ ) ( gilIl)ghbeanm National (vzz)
>
Island 9 Knightstown ~ (772m) N71 Park
Chapeltown o e ’
AN Deriana Iveraglh
Portmagee © N0 w&(\ Lough T dis oKenmare
Ballinskelligs Waterville  Sneemgo Tal’ll,“a (870) )
. ug . o )
Skellig felnt, | °L Cithe  Perknasilee, 7 Tge® copara L
Islands  ~ pqy Caherdaniel Cas‘t’lecove e“‘m@ — ]
Derrynaneo . 6Lauragh
ORing of Kerry i o Glengarriff
it “o Ar 8f°°';1(H f / o Ballylickey
Coulagh ,7 Pdci v .
Bay ‘. ——7 CORK
. ‘ v ~ o Bantry
Dursey e Isla Bantry N71
Tl il Bere Island T
A o Dungdnus
0 20 km
® o 10 miles ay
o .
County Kerry Highlights

© Island-hop around the
rocky Skelligs (p291) and
evacuated Blaskets (p308)
@ Groove to old-school
funk at the hippest little bar in
Tralee (p314)

© Scuba-dive the
crystal-clear waters around
Castlegregory (p311)





