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if Ireland were
100 people 

 10,000–
8000 BC

 After the last ice age 
ends, humans arrive 

in Ireland during 
the mesolithic era, 

originally crossing a 
land bridge between 

Scotland and Ireland. 
Few archaeological 

traces remain of this 
group.
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eventually resulting in a full union in 180
blessed with its rich Geor ian herita e, a
much in evidence in the capital today

 Ireland – or at least most of it –  nally
with six counties of Ulster holdin   rm
crown. At the turn of the millennium  Irel
but very much at peace with itself.

 You’ll  nd evidence of Ireland’s rich h
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 Ireland of the Postcard
 Yes, it exists. Along the peninsulas of the 
southwest, the brooding loneliness of 
Connemara and the dramatic wildness of 
County Donegal. You’ll also  nd it in the 
lakelands of Counties Leitrim and Roscom-
mon and the undulating hills of the sunny 
southeast (‘sunny’ of course being a relative 
term). Ireland has modernised dramatical-
ly, but some things never change. Brave the 
raging Atlantic on a crossing to Skellig Mi-

 Tread Carefully…
 …for you tread on history. Everywhe
go Ireland’s history presents itself, fr
breathtaking monuments of preh
Ireland at Brú na Bóinne to the fabul
ins of Ireland’s rich monastic past a
dalough and Clonmacnoise. More 
history is visible in the famine muse
Cobh to the interactive displays of V
Hill in County Wexford. And there’s 
so young that it’s still considered th

 welcome to 
Ireland
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“All you’ve got to do is decide to go and the hardest part is over. So go!”
TONY WHEELER, COFOUNDER – LONELY PLANET
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GET MORE FROM YOUR TRIP 

Learn about the big picture, so you

can make sense of what you see 

  Dublin
 
 Museums 
 Entertainment 
 History 

plenty of choice when 
deciding where to enjo
a pint of Dublin’s most
celebrated produce. Bu
beyond Guinness and 
chatter there is theatre
and new, concerts  ne
frenzied, and all mann
sporting distractions, f
an afternoon in the co
try’s largest stadium to
night at the dogs – wit
dinner and betting slip
served at your table.

 History
 Virtually every Dublin
street is lined with mo
ments to its storied his
tory, from the cobbled 
grounds of Trinity Coll

#_

 regions 
at a 
glance
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Know  CURRENCY
 »  Euro (€) – Republic

of Ireland

 »  Pound Sterling (£) 
Northern Ireland

 When to Go

#

#

#

#

#

Warm to hot summers,
mild winters

Galway
GO May-Sep

Cork
GO May-Sep

Kerry
GO May-Sep

Dublin
GO any time 
lots of indoor 
attractions

Belfast
GO May-Sep
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 Tracing Your 
Roots
 Roughly 80 million people 
worldwide can claim to be 
part of, or descended from, 
the Irish diaspora, with 
about 41 million of those 
in the US alone Most ma-

 Literary 
Corners
 Four Nobel laureates for 
literature are just the hig
light of a rich literary tra
tion. Ireland is one of the
English-speaking world’s
most notable heavyweigh
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Looking for other travel resources?

LONELYPLANET.COM
For travel information, 
advice, tips & digital 
chapters

MAGAZINE
For travel stories, 
inspiration & ideas
lonelyplanet.com/magazine 

EBOOKS
Guidebooks 
for your reader
lonelyplanet.com/ebooks

APPS
Location-based  
guides for the street
lonelyplanet.com/mobile

twitter.com/
lonelyplanet

facebook.com/
lonelyplanet

lonelyplanet.com/
newsletter

 STAY IN TOUCH
 lonelyplanet.com/contact

 AUSTRALIA  Locked Bag 1, Footscray, Victoria 3011
%03 8379 8000, fax 03 8379 8111

 USA  150 Linden St, Oakland, CA 94607
%510 250 6400, toll free 800 275 8555, fax 510 893 8572

 UK  186 City Rd, London, EC1V 2NT
%020 7106 2100, fax 020 7106 2101

Paper in this book is certified 
against the Forest Stewardship 
Council™ standards. FSC™ promotes 
environmentally responsible, socially 
beneficial and economically viable 
management of the world’s forests.

Get the right guides for your trip

ENCOUNTER
• Pocket-sized
• Easy-to-use
• Highlights

DISCOVER
• Best-of
• Photo-packed
• Inspirational

COUNTRY & CITY
• The original
• Comprehensive
• Adventurous

Lonely Planet in numbers
70 
languages spoken 
by our writers

12 
seconds pass 
between posts 
on our Thorn Tree 
travel forum

100,000,000 
Lonely Planet guidebooks 
sold, and still counting

190+ 
countries covered 
by a Lonely Planet 
guide 
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VITAL PRACTICAL INFORMATION TO 

HELP YOU HAVE A SMOOTH TRIP

ON THE 
ROAD 

Irish (Gaeilge) is the country’s o   cial language. 
In 2003 the government introduced the O   cial 
Languages Act, whereby all o   cial documents, 
street signs and o   cial titles must be either in 
Irish or in both Irish and English. Despite its o   -
cial status, Irish is really only spoken in pockets 
of rural Ireland known as the Gaeltacht, the 
main ones being Cork 
(Dún na nGall), Galway 
arraí) and Mayo (Maigh Eo).

Ask people outside the 
n speak Irish and nine out of 10 of them 

probably reply, 
 and they generally mean it. Irish is a 

y subject in schools for those aged 
sh classes have traditionally 

c and unimaginative, 

Irish (in Cork, Kerry and Wa
Irish (in Donegal). The blue 
guidelines given here are an
of modern standard Irish, w
an amalgam of the three – 
if they were English, you’ll 
point across in Gaeilge with
think about the speci  cs o
or spelling.
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D
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Look out for these icons:

o Our author’s 
recommendation S A green or 

sustainable option F No payment 
required
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See the Index for a full list of destinations covered in this book.
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 Ryan Ver Berkmoes
 Counties Clare, Galway and Wexford From Galway to Wexford, with plenty of de-
lights in between, Ryan Ver Berkmoes has delighted in the great swath of Ireland. 
He fi rst visited Galway in 1985 when he remembers a grey place where the locals 
wandered the muddy tidal fl ats for fun and frolic. Times have changed! From lost 
rural pubs to lost memory, he’s revelled in a place where his fi rst name brings a 
smile and his surname brings a ‘huh?’ Follow him at ryanverberkmoes.com

 Neil Wilson
 Belfast, Counties Down & Armagh, Derry & Antrim and Fermanagh & Tyrone 
Neil’s fi rst visit to Northern Ireland was in 1994, during the fi rst fl ush of post-
ceasefi re optimism, and his interest in the history and politics of the place inten-
sifi ed a few years later when he found out that most of his mum’s ancestors were 
from Ulster. Working on recent editions of the Ireland guidebook has allowed him 
to witness fi rst hand the progress being made towards a lasting peace, as well as 

enjoying some excellent hiking and biking in the Ring of Gullion and the Mourne Mountains. Neil is 
a full-time travel writer based in Edinburgh, Scotland, and has written more than 50 guidebooks 
for half a dozen publishers.

Read more about Neil at:
lonelyplanet.com/members/neilwilson

Read more about Ryan at:
lonelyplanet.com/members/ryanverberkmoes



OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of 
adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed 
for the trip of a lifetime – across Europe and Asia overland to 
Australia. It took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling 
together their fi rst travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offi  ces in Melbourne, London and 
Oakland, with more than 600 staff  and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook 
should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

 Fionn Davenport
 Coordinating author Counties Dublin, Wicklow and Cork Despite its myriad 
economic problems, Ireland has proven itself to be undaunted, beautiful and just 
as bloody interesting as it ever was. Fionn suspected as much, but he needed 
to traipse through his hometown of Dublin and explore the wilds of west Cork to 
have it confi rmed in spades.

 Catherine Le Nevez
 Counties Kerry, Limerick & Tipperary and Meath, Louth, Cavan & Monaghan 
Catherine’s wanderlust kicked in when she roadtripped across Europe aged four 
and she’s been hitting the road at every opportunity since, completing her Doc-
torate of Creative Arts in Writing, Masters in Professional Writing, and post-grad 
qualifi cations in Editing and Publishing along the way. With Celtic connections 
including Irish and Breton heritage (and a love of Guinness!), Catherine’s trav-

elled throughout every county in the emerald isle, and has covered 20 of them for Lonely Planet, 
including several editions of this book.

    Etain O’Carroll
 The Midlands; Counties Mayo & Sligo and Donegal Born and bred in the boggy 
hinterland of the Irish midlands, Etain made the great escape to become a travel 
writer and photographer but despite criss-crossing the globe somehow the lure 
of the old sod never quite went away. She now writes about her homeland for 
a variety of publications and has worked on several editions of Lonely Planet 
Ireland. Savouring pristine beaches and remote pubs was one of the sheer joys of 

research for this edition.
Read more about Etain at:

lonelyplanet.com/members/etainocarroll
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