
Rich Diversity
The world’s fourth most populous country –  
255 million and counting – is a sultry  
kaleidoscope that runs along the equator for 
5000km. From the western tip of Sumatra to 
the eastern edge of Papua, this nation de-
fies homogenisation. It is a land of so many 
cultures, peoples, animals, customs, plants, 
sights, artworks and foods that it is like 100 
countries melded into one.

The people are as radically different from 
each other as if they came from different 
continents, with every island a unique blend 
of the men, women and children who live 
upon it. Over time deep and rich cultures 
have evolved, from the mysteries of the 
spiritual Balinese to the utterly non-Western 
belief system of the Asmat people of Papua.

Beaches & Volcanoes
Venturing across Indonesia you’ll see a dra-
matic landscape, as diverse as those living 
upon it. Sulawesi’s wildly multi-limbed 
coastline embraces white-sand beaches and 
diving haunts, while Sumatra is contoured 
by a legion of nearly 100 volcanoes march-
ing off into the distance, several capable of 
erupting at any time.

Amazing Spectacle
Dramatic sights are the norm. There’s the 
sublime: an orangutan lounging in a tree. 
The artful: a Balinese dancer executing 
precise moves that would make a robot seem 
loose-limbed. The idyllic: a deserted stretch 
of blinding white sand on Sumbawa set 
off by azure surf breaks. The astonishing: 
the mobs in a cool, glitzy Jakarta mall on a 
Sunday. The intriguing: the too-amazing-
for-fiction tales of the twisted history of the 
beautiful Banda Islands. The heart-stopping: 
the ominous menace of a Komodo dragon. 
The humbling: a woman bent double with a 
load of firewood on Sumatra. The delicious: 
a south Bali restaurant. The shocking: the 
funeral ceremonies of Tana Toraja. The sol-
emn: the serene magnificence of Borobudur.

Great Adventure
This ever-intriguing, ever-intoxicating land 
offers some of the last great adventures on 
earth. Sitting in the open door of a train 
whizzing across Java, idling away time on a 
ferry bound for Kalimantan, hanging on to 
the back of a scooter on Flores, rounding the 
mystifying corner of an ancient West Timor 
village or simply trekking through wilderness 
you’re sure no one has seen before – you’ll 
enjoy endless exploration of the infinite di-
versity of Indonesia’s 17,000-odd islands.

Welcome to 
Indonesia

Indonesia’s numbers astound: more 
than 17,000 islands, of which 8000 are 
inhabited, and across which over 300 
languages are spoken. It’s a beguiling 
country offering myriad adventures.
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Why I Love Indonesia
By Ryan Ver Berkmoes, Writer

I was driving across beautiful Flores and rounding a corner somewhere east of the steamy 
port town of Ende, when the most brilliant view of a volcano filled my windscreen. Conical, 
with obvious recent lava flows down the side and a little ominous wisp of steam rising from 
the top. And I thought: ‘That’s the third one today!’ And so it goes in Indonesia – where the 
natural beauty is as diverse as the people who live among it. You can have world-class fun on 
Bali and the next day be way off the grid in the incredible Bandas.
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Above: Gunung Bromo (p183), Java


