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OUR READERS 
Many thanks to the travellers who used 
the last edition and wrote to us with help-
ful hints, useful advice and interesting 
anecdotes: 
Joke Akkerman, Fekete Angelika, Liz Bissett, 
Martin Hämmerle, Celine Heinbecker, Helene 
Kaz, Judit Kende, Juha Levo, Sheila Miller, 
Tanya Neistova, Paco Pastor & Sara Munster-
hjelm, Stephanie Pintz, Torben Retboll, Michal 
Rudziecki, Pascalle Tamis, Bertil Teutelink, 
Endre Vaitzner, Charlotte Valloe. 

AUTHOR THANKS 
Steve Fallon
Thanks to Bea Szirti and Ildikó Nagy Moran 
for their helpful suggestions. Péter Lengyel 
showed me the correct wine roads to follow 
again and Gerard Gorman where the birds 
are. For hospitality on the road I am indebted 
to Regina Bruckner (Budapest), András Cseh 
(Eger), Zsuzsi Fábián (Kecskemét), Anita 
Kolostori (Miskolc), Shandor Madachy (Bu-
dapest) and Gabriella Rigó (Hollókő). Nagyon 
szépen köszönöm mindenkinek! As always, I’d 
like to dedicate my share of this to my partner 
Michael Rothschild, with love and gratitude.

Anna Kaminski
Many people to thank, not least Dora – for 
entrusting me with this task, fellow authors 
Steve and Caroline – for all your help, and 
everybody else who’s aided me along the way. 
A particular köszönöm to Kimo and family for 
the warm hospitality and advice in Sopron; 
Krisztián for the drinks; Péter in Szombathely; 
Gergely in Győr; the indomitable Sándor, as 
well as Gabor, Petra, Beata, Julia and Mili in 
Budapest; my interviewees – András Török and 
Csaba Grózer; and, last but not least, Christina 
and Simon, my faithful travelling companions.

Caroline Sieg
Thanks to everyone who took the time to share 
their tips and the countless, friendly conversa-
tions at the Tourinform offices across Lake 
Balaton and Southern Transdanubia. And last 
but not least, special thanks to András Güth for 
being my official ‘interview dude’ and for giving 
me a sensational night out on the town. 

SEND US YOUR FEEDBACK 
We love to hear from travellers – your comments keep us on our toes and help make our books 
better. Our well-travelled team reads every word on what you loved or loathed about this book. 
Although we cannot reply individually to postal submissions, we always guarantee that your 
feedback goes straight to the appropriate authors, in time for the next edition. Each person who 
sends us information is thanked in the next edition – the most useful submissions are rewarded 
with a selection of digital PDF chapters.

Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions or to ask for help. 
Our award-winning website also features inspirational travel stories, news and discussions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such 
as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you don’t want your comments 
reproduced or your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/
privacy.
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Planet’s Hungary guide-
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2B Galería 41

A
A38 Exhibition Space 41
Abbey Church, Tihany 161, 6
accommodation 302-3, see also 

individual locations
activities 297-300, see also individual 

activities
air travel 310
Aquincum 39, 272
archery 122
architecture 12, 18, 284
area codes 15, 308
art galleries, see galleries
Art Nouveau 12, 18, 284, 12
arts 19, 284-8, see also individual arts
ATMs 307

B
Baba, Gül 41
Badacsony 156-9, 295-6
Balatonfüred 164-8, 164
Basilica of St Peter 179, 9
Báthory, István 232-3
baths, see thermal baths
Batthyány tér 41
Bedő House 53
Béla Bartók Memorial House 40
Benedictine Abbey Church, Ják 137
Bereg region 13, 234-5
bird-watching 11, 107, 200, 207, 298
Blagoveštenska Church 98
boat travel 312, 313
Boldogkőváralja 264-5
books 271
Börzsöny Hills 104
Buda Castle Labyrinth 40
Buda Hills 35, 40
Budapest 32-94, 33, 36-7, 48, 52, 

60-1, 68-9
accommodation 32, 63-70

activities 39-40, 54-6
Buda 34-42, 63-5, 71-3, 77-8
climate 32
drinking 77-80
entertainment 79-84 
festivals & events 57
food 32, 71-7 
highlights 33
history 34
internet access 87
Margaret Island 42-5, 44
medical services 88
Pest 45-54, 65-70, 73-5, 78-9
shopping 84-92
sights 34-54
thermal baths 54-5
tourist information 88
tours 56-7
travel seasons 32
travel to/within 89-91
walking tour 58-9, 58

Budapest History Museum 35
Budapest Spring Festival 20
Budapest Zoo 53
budget 14
Bükk Hills 246
bus travel 311, 313
business hours 303-4
Busójárás 20

C
canoeing 299
Capuchin Church 42
car travel 15, 311, 314-15
Castle Hill (Budapest) 6, 34-5, 36-7
Castle Hill (Veszprém) 168
Castle Labyrinth 40
castles

Eger Castle 246
Hollókő Castle 237
Siklós Castle 187
Zrínyi Castle 189

cathedrals, see churches & cathe-
drals

Cave Chapel 42
caves & caving

Balatonfüred 166
Budapest 39-40, 56
Bükk Hills 246
Lillafüred 260
Mecsek Hills 185
Tapolca 162

cell phones 15, 308
Centre of Scientific Wonders 42
children, travel with 46, 173, 308

Budapest 46
Lake Balaton 173
Tapolca 162

Children’s Railway 40 
churches & cathedrals

Abbey Church, Tihany 161, 6
Basilica of St Peter 179, 9
Benedictine Abbey Church, Ják 137
Blagoveštenska Church 98
Capuchin Church 42
Cave Chapel, Budapest 42
Church of St Anne 41
Church of the Ascension 159
Dominican Convent 43
Eger Basilica 247
Esztergom Basilica 108
Franciscan Church and Monas-

tery 43
Hollókő Church 237
Matthias Church 39
Mosque Church 177
Pannonhalma Abbey 116-17
St Stephen’s Basilica 46

cinema 270, 287-8
Citadella 38
City Park 46, 52
climate 14, see also individual regions
Cog Railway 40
consulates 304-5
courses, language 56
credit cards 307
Csaroda 235
Csontváry, Tivadar Kosztka 178 
Csontváry Museum 178
culture 270-1, 289-91
currency 14
customs regulations 304
cycling 298-9, 312-13

Balatonfüred 165
Budapest 55
Zemplen Hills 265

D
dangers 309

hitching 315
Danube Bend 95-112

accommodation 95
climate 95
drinking 95
food 95
highlights 96
travel seasons 95

Debrecen 201-6, 202
disabilities, travellers with 309
Dominican Convent, Budapest 43
drinking 27

language 318-19 
pálinka 8
pubs in a ruin (romkocsma) 80
Unicum 54
wine 8, 292-6

driving, see car travel
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E
economy 270
Eger 12, 246-52, 248

wine 294
Eger Castle 246-7
electricity 305
Elizabeth Bridge 41
embassies 304-5
emergencies 15, 308

language 319
Esterházy Palace 130
Esztergom 108-12, 110
Esztergom Basilica 108
events, see festivals & events
exchange rates 15

F
famous Hungarians 270
Ferenc Hopp Museum of East Asian 

Art 51
Fertőd 130-1
Festetics Palace 150-1
festivals & events 19-22

Balaton Festival 152-3
Budapest International Marathon 61
Busójárás festival 194
CAFE Budapest 61
Debrecen Flower Carnival 203
Gyula Castle Theatre Festival 226-7
Keszthely Wine Festival 153
New Year’s Gala & Ball 61
Pécs Spring Festival 180
Szeged Open-Air Festival 221
Sziget Music Festival 286
Tokaj Wine Festival 263
Veszprém Festival 171

film 270, 287-8
Fishermen’s Bastion 35, 6
fishing 299-300

Lake Balaton 147
Fő Utca 42
folk art 13, 19, 285, 13
folk music 286
food 18, 25-7

festivals 25
Hungarian specialties 26
language 318-19
restaurants 25, 27

Franciscan Church and Monastery, 
Budapest 43

G
galleries, see also museums

2B Galería 41
A38 Exhibition Space 41
Hungarian National Gallery 35
Imre Varga Exhibition House 40
Vintage Galería 41

gay travellers 305
Gellért Baths 55, 2
Gellért Hill 35
Gemenc Forest 193
Gödöllő 93-4
Golden Eagle Pharmacy Museum 39
Göncz, Árpád 281-2
great bustard 11, see also bird-

watching
Great Plain 13, 196-228, 198-9

accommodation 196
climate 196
food 196
highlights 198-9
travel seasons 196

Great Synagogue 49
Gresham Palace 51
Gül Baba’s Tomb 41
Gyógy-tó 155
Gyöngyös 241-3
Győr 118-24, 120
György Ráth Museum 53
Gypsy music 286
Gypsy people, see Roma people
Gyula 225-8
Gyurcsány, Ferenc 282

H
Hajdúszoboszló 209-11
Harkany 188
health 305-6
Herend Porcelain Factory 169
Hévíz 155-6
Hevíz Thermal Lake 155
hiking 299

Badacsony 156-7 
Börzsöny Hills 104
Kőszeg Hills 142  
Lővér Hills 130
Mátrafüred 244
Mecsek Hills 185-6 
Tihany 162 
Visegrád 105
Zemplén Hills 265

history 272-83
1956 Uprising 281
Act of Compromise of 1867 278
Árpád Dynasty 274
Battle of Mohács 276
Conquest of the Carpathian 

Basin 274
Dual Monarchy 278
early inhabitants 272

great migrations 273
Habsburgs 277
Horthy, Admiral Miklós 279
Kádár, János 281
Magyar people 273-4, 289-91
medieval Hungary 275-6
People’s Republic of Hungary 280
Roman conquest 273
Turkish occupation 276-7
Viktor Orbán 283
War of Independence, 1848-49 277
WWI & the Republic of Councils 

278-9 
WWII 279

hitching 315
Hódmezővásárhely 224
holidays 308
Hollókő 10, 20, 237-40, 10
Hollókő Easter Festival 20
Holocaust Memorial 49
Holocaust Memorial Center 49
horse riding 297-8
horses, Lipizzaner 254
Horthy, Admiral Miklós 279
Hortobágy 206-8
Hortobágy National Park 207
Hospital In The Rock 39
Hungarian Academy of Sciences 51
Hungarian language 317-24
Hungarian National Gallery 35
Hungarian National Museum 50
Hungarian Open-Air Ethnographical 

Museum 100
Hungarian State Opera House 49
hyrdofoil travel 312

I
Imre Varga Exhibition House 40
insurance 306
internet access 306
internet resources 15
Iseum 133
itineraries 23-4

J
Jewish culture 47, 151

Great Synagogue 49
Holocaust Memorial 49
Holocaust Memorial Center 49
Nagykálló 233
New Synagogue 219-20, 9
Orthodox Synagogue, Budapest 54
Raoul Wallenberg 43
Rumbach Sebestyén Utca Syna-

gogue 53
Shoes on the Danube 53

Józsefváros 46
Jurisics tér 141
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K
Kádár, János 281
Kál Basin 157
Kalocsa 216-18
Kaposvár 190
kayaking 299
Kecskemét 211-16, 212
Kékestető 245
Keszthely 150-5, 152
King Stephen I 274
Király 55
Kis-Balaton 156
Kiscelli Museum 42
Kiskunság National Park 216
Kossuth Lajos tér 52
Kőszeg 140-3, 142

L
Lajos Fountain 42
Lake Balaton region 6, 147-74

accommodation 146
food 146
highlights 148-9

Lake Tisza 197, 200
language 14, 317-24

alternative place names 324
courses 56

legal matters 306
lesbian travellers 305
Liberty Monument 39, 278
lifestyle 290
Lillafüred 260-1
Lipizzaner horses 254
Liszt, Franz 51, 285-6
Liszt Academy of Music 54
literature 286-7
Lóczy Cave 166
Lővér Hills 130
Ludwig Museum of Contemporary 

Art 50
Lukács 55

M
Magyar people 273-4, 289-91
maps 306
Margaret Island 42-5, 44
Mátrafüred 243-4
Mátraháza 244
Matthias Church 39
measures 304
Mecsek Hills 185-6
medical services 305
Medieval Jewish Prayer House 42
Memento Park 92
Mezőkövesd 252-4
Millenary Monument 53
Millennium Park 42
Mindszenty, Cardinal 109

Minorite Church of St Anthony of 
Padua 248, 13

Miskolc 256-60, 257
mobile phones 15, 308
Mohács 194-5
money 14, 15, 304, 306-7
Mosque Church 177
motorcycle travel 311
Museum of Fine Arts 50
Museum of Military History 42
museums, see also galleries

Aquincum Museum 39
Csontváry Museum 178
Ferenc Hopp Museum of East 

Asian Art 51
Golden Eagle Pharmacy Museum 

39
György Ráth Museum 53
Hospital In The Rock 39
Hungarian National Museum 50
Hungarian Open-Air Ethnographical 

Museum 100
Iseum 133
Kiscelli Museum 42
Ludwig Museum of Contemporary 

Art 50
Museum of Fine Arts 50
Museum of Military History 42
Open-Air Ethnographical Collec-

tion 191
Palace of Art 51
Royal Wine House & Wine Cellar 

Museum 41
Terror House 47
Vasarely Museum 39, 179

music 271, 285-6

N
Nádudvar 210
Nagycenk 131-2
Nagykálló 233
National Bank of Hungary 52
National Gallery, Hungarian 35
National Museum, Hungarian 50
national parks

Balaton Uplands National Park 156
Bükk Hills 246
Danube-Ipoly National Park 104
Duna-Drava National Park 193
Fertő-Hanság National Park 130
Hortobágy National Park 207
Kiskunság National Park 216
Őrseg National Park 144-5

National Széchenyi Library 35
New Synagogue 219-20, 9
newspapers 304 
Northeast Hungary 228-235
Northern Uplands 236-68

accommodation 236

climate 236
food 236
highlights 238-9
travel seasons 236

Nyírbátor 232-4
Nyíregyháza 228-32, 229

O
Óbuda 35
Open-Air Ethnographical  

Collection 191
opening hours 303-4
Opera House, Hungarian State 49
Ópusztaszer 224
Orbán, Viktor 283
Őrség National Park 144-5
Orthodox Synagogue, Budapest 54

P
painting 284-5
Palace of Art 51
palaces

Esterházy Palace 130
Festetics Palace 150-1
Reök Palace 222, 284
Royal Palace 35, 105

pálinka 8
Palóc people 241
Pálvölgy Cave 56
Pannonhalma Abbey 116-17
Pap Island 100
Pápa 115
paprika 10, 217

Pick Salami & Szeged Paprika 
Museum 220

Parád & Parádfürdő 245
Parádsasvár 245
Parliament 46, 283
passports 310
Pécs 9, 175-85, 176
Pest 45
Philanthia 50
phonecards 308
Pilis Hills 106-7
planning 14-15

budgeting 14-15
calendar of events 20-2
Hungary’s regions 28-9
internet resources 14-15
itineraries 23-4
travel seasons 14-15

politics 270
population 270-1
postal services 307-8
public holidays 308
pubs in a ruin (romkocsma) 80
puszta, see Great Plain
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Q
Queen Elizabeth Statue 45

R
Ráckeve 92-3
radio 304
Recsk 245-6
religion 271, 291
Reök Palace 222, 284
restaurants 25, 27, see also food
Roma people 290-1
Roman Military Amphitheatre 41
Royal Palace 35, 105
Royal Postal Savings Bank 52
Royal Wine House & Wine Cellar 

Museum 41
Rudas Baths 55
Rumbach Sebestyén Utca Syna-

gogue 53
running 61

S
safe travel 309
Sárköz 193-4
Sárospatak 265-7, 266
Sárvár 138-40
Sástó 244
Savoya Mansion 92
science 289
sculpture 284-5
Serbian Orthodox Church 92
Shoes on the Danube 53
Siklós 187-90
Siklós Castle 187-8
Siófok 172-5
society 289-91
Sopron 10, 124-9, 126
Southern Transdanubia 175-95

accommodation 180-2
food 182-3
highlights 148

spas, see thermal baths
St Stephen’s Basilica 46 
statues & monuments

Liberty Monument 39, 278
Millenary Monument 53
Queen Elizabeth Statue 45
Trinity Column 178, 11

Stephen I, King
Sümeg 159
synagogues, see Jewish culture
Szabadság tér 52
Szatmárcseke 235
Százhalombatta Archaeological 

Park 93

Széchenyi, Count István 132, 133
Széchenyi Baths 54, 8
Széchenyi Chain Bridge 41
Szeged 9, 218-25

walking tour 222
Szeged Open-Air Festival 21
Szekszárd 190-3
Szemlőhegy Cave 56
Szent István Park 45 
Szentendre 97-102, 98
Sziget Music Festival 21
Szigetvár 189
Szilvásvárad 254-6
Szombathely 132-8, 134

T
Tákos 235
táncház 57, 79, 286
Tapolca 162
Tarpa 235
Tata 114-18
taxes 307
taxis 315
telephone services 15, 308
Terror House 47
thermal baths 8, 19

Budapest 54-5
Castle Baths 226
Eger 249
Esztergom 109
Gellért Baths 55, 2
Gyógy-tó 155
Hajdúszoboszló 209
Harkany 188
Kecskemét 213
Nyíregyháza 230
Rudas Baths 55
Sárvár Fürdő 139-40
Széchenyi Baths 54, 8
Szeged 221
Tiszafüred 197
Végardó Thermal Baths 267

Thonet House 50
Tihany 159-64, 160
time 308
tipping 15, 307
Tiszafüred 197-201
Tokaj 261-4, 293-4, 262

wine tasting 261-2
tourist information 308
tours 315
train travel 311-12, 316
trams 315
Transdanubia 113-45, 175-95, 114, 

118-19
accommodation 113, 180-2
food 113, 182-3
highlights 114, 148

travel to/from Hungary 310-12
travel within Hungary 312-16
travellers cheques 307 
Trinity Column 178, 11
turul 275
TV 304

U
Unicum 54 
Uplands, see Northern Uplands

V
Vác 102-4
vacations 308
vaccinations 305
Váci Utca 50
Valley of the Beautiful Women 248
Varga, Imre 40
Vasarely, Victor 39
Vasarely Museum 39, 179
Vásárosnamény 234
Veszprém 168-72, 170
video 304
Villány 186-7
Vintage Galería 41
visas 15, 309
Visegrád 104-6

W
walking, see hiking
walking tours

Budapest 57-8 
Szeged 222

Wallenberg, Raoul 43
weather 14, see also individual 

regions
weights 304
Western Transdanubia 113-45

accommodation 113
climate 113
food 113
highlights 114
travel seasons 113

wildlife, see bird-watching
wine 8, 292-6

Badacsony 295-6
Eger 294
festivals 153, 263
Somló 296
Szekszárd 295
Tokaj 293-4
Villány 186, 294

women travellers 309

Z
Zemplén Hills 265
zoos 53
Zrínyi Castle 189
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Beach

Diving/Snorkelling

Sleeping

Eating

Camping

Canoeing/Kayaking
Skiing
Surfing
Swimming/Pool
Walking
Windsurfing
Other Activity/
Course/Tour

Buddhist
Castle
Christian
Hindu
Islamic
Jewish
Monument
Museum/Gallery
Ruin
Winery/Vineyard
Zoo
Other Sight

Entertainment

Shopping

Drinking
Cafe

Post Office
Tourist Information

Airport
Border Crossing
Bus

Cycling
Ferry

Underground
Train Station

Monorail
Parking

Taxi
S-Bahn

Train/Railway
Tram
Tube Station
U-Bahn

Other Transport

Cable Car/
Funicular

Walking Tour
Detour

Walking Tour

Path

Lane
Tertiary

Tollway
Freeway
Primary

Steps
Plaza/Mall

Pedestrian
Overpass

Secondary

Unsealed Road

Tunnel

International

Disputed
Regional/Suburb
Marine Park
Cliff
Wall

State/Province

Capital (National)
Capital
(State/Province)
City/Large Town
Town/Village

Beach/Desert
Cemetery
(Christian)
Cemetery (Other)
Park/Forest
Sportsground
Sight (Building)
Top Sight
(Building)

River/Creek
Intermittent River
Swamp/Mangrove
Reef
Canal
Water
Dry/Salt/
Intermittent Lake
Glacier

Lighthouse
Hut/Shelter

Lookout
Mountain/Volcano
Oasis
Park
Pass
Picnic Area
Waterfall

Sights

Activities, Courses
& Tours

Sleeping

Eating

Entertainment

Shopping

Drinking

Information

Transport

Geographic

Hydrography

Areas

Boundaries

Population

Routes
Map Legend

Look out for  
these icons:

o Our author’s  
recommendation

F No payment 
required

S A green or  
sustainable option

Our authors have nominated 
these places as demonstrating 
a strong commitment to 
sustainability – for example by 
supporting local communities 
and producers, operating in an 
environmentally friendly way, 
or supporting conservation 
projects.

	These symbols will help you find the listings you want:

1 Sights T Tours 6 Drinking

r Beaches z Festivals & Events 3 Entertainment

2 Activities 4 Sleeping 7 Shopping

C Courses 5 Eating 8 Information/
Transport

	These symbols give you the vital information for each listing:
% Telephone Numbers W Wi-Fi Access g Bus
h Opening Hours s Swimming Pool f Ferry
p Parking v Vegetarian Selection m Metro
n Nonsmoking E English-Language Menu b Subway
a Air-Conditioning c Family-Friendly j Tram
i Internet Access # Pet-Friendly d Train

	Reviews are organised by author preference.



Steve Fallon
Coordinating Author, Danube Bend, Northern Uplands, The Great Plain &  
Northeast Hungary Steve, who has worked on every edition of Hungary, first 
visited Magyarország in the early 1980s by chance – he’d stopped off on his way 
to Poland (then under martial law) to buy bananas for his friends’ children. It  
was a brief visit but he immediately fell in love with thermal baths, Tokaj wine 
and bableves (bean soup). Not able to survive on the occasional fleeting fix, 

he moved to Budapest in 1992, where he could enjoy all three in abundance and in Magyarul 
(Hungarian). Now based in London, Steve returns to Hungary regularly for all these things and 
more: pálinka (fruit brandy), Art Nouveau, the haunting voice of Marta Sebestyén and the best 
nightlife in Central Europe. 

Anna Kaminski
Budapest, Western Transdanubia Originally from the Soviet Union, Anna finds a lot to 
appreciate about Hungary, a country she first visited as a dental tourist many years 
ago and has been drawn back to since, time and again – from the familiar relics of 
Communism to the world’s best poppy-seed strudel. This edition took her from the 
‘ruin pubs’ of Budapest to the splendid churches, castles and remote villages of West-
ern Transdanubia. Anna also wrote the Directory A–Z and Transport chapters.

Caroline Sieg
Lake Balaton & Southern Transdanubia Caroline Sieg is a half-Swiss, half-
American freelance writer and editor focusing on travel, food and the outdoors. 
Born to a Swiss-French mother and a Polish father who emigrated to the US, 
she has spent most of her life moving back and forth across the Atlantic Ocean. 
Caroline’s relationship with Hungary began when she visited Pécs in 1992 and 
fell in love with its charms and fantastic mosque. Subsequent trips to the region 

yielded countless hikes in vineyard-covered hills, dips into Lake Balaton and a profound obsession 
with greasy, heart-attack-inducing langos (deep-fried dough with toppings).
 

Read more about Steve at: 
lonelyplanet.com/members/stevefallon

Read more about Caroline at: 
lonelyplanet.com/members/carolinesieg

OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of 
adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed 
for the trip of a lifetime – across Europe and Asia overland to 
Australia. It took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling 
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and 
Oakland, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook 
should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

OUR WRITERS

Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken all reason-
able care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about 
the accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maxi-
mum extent permitted, disclaim all liability arising from its use.
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