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OUR STORY

A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of
adventure. In1972 that's all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed
for the trip of a lifetime — across Europe and Asia overland to
Australia. It took several months, and at the end — broke but
inspired - they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap.
Within a week they'd sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born.

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and
Oakland, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony's belief that ‘a great guidebook
should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

OUR WRITERS

Steve Fallon

Coordinating Author, Danube Bend, Northern Uplands, The Great Plain &
Northeast Hungary Steve, who has worked on every edition of Hungary, first
visited Magyarorszag in the early 1980s by chance — he'd stopped off on his way
to Poland (then under martial law) to buy bananas for his friends' children. It
was a brief visit but he immediately fell in love with thermal baths, Tokaj wine
and bableves (bean soup). Not able to survive on the occasional fleeting fix,
he moved to Budapest in 1992, where he could enjoy all three in abundance and in Magyarul
(Hungarian). Now based in London, Steve returns to Hungary regularly for all these things and
more: palinka (fruit brandy), Art Nouveau, the haunting voice of Marta Sebestyén and the best
nightlife in Central Europe.

Read more about Steve at:
lonelyplanet.com/members/stevefallon

Anna Kaminski

Budapest, Western Transdanubia Originally from the Soviet Union, Anna finds a lot to
appreciate about Hungary, a country she first visited as a dental tourist many years
ago and has been drawn back to since, time and again — from the familiar relics of
Communism to the world's best poppy-seed strudel. This edition took her from the
‘ruin pubs’ of Budapest to the splendid churches, castles and remote villages of West-
ern Transdanubia. Anna also wrote the Directory A-Z and Transport chapters.

Caroline Sieg

Lake Balaton & Southern Transdanubia Caroline Sieg is a half-Swiss, half-
American freelance writer and editor focusing on travel, food and the outdoors.
Born to a Swiss-French mother and a Polish father who emigrated to the US,
she has spent most of her life moving back and forth across the Atlantic Ocean.
Caroline’s relationship with Hungary began when she visited Pécs in 1992 and
fell in love with its charms and fantastic mosque. Subsequent trips to the region
yielded countless hikes in vineyard-covered hills, dips into Lake Balaton and a profound obsession
with greasy, heart-attack-inducing langos (deep-fried dough with toppings).

Read more about Caroline at:
lonelyplanet.com/members/carolinesieg
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