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 Hungary Today
Change of Guard
  In 2010 Viktor Orbán once again became prime minister after his
Fidesz-MPP party won a decisive victory in the parliamentary elec-
tions. Viktátor (as he’s known in certain circles) moved quickly to
make his mark. He has changed the constitution: Hungary is no longer 
‘the republic of ’, and an extended preamble called the National Creed
dispenses with the period from March 1944 (the Nazi occupation of 
Hungary) to May 1990 (the first free election since 1945) simply by de-
claring it legally nonexistent. Orbán has weakened the national press 
with a controversial media law and was read the riot act for that in 
public by MEP Daniel Cohn-Bendit – known as ‘Danny the Red’ for his 
revolutionary activities in Paris in 1968 – as Hungary took control of 
the EU presidency in 2011. To add to his misery, the right-wing Jobbik 
(which is a kind of pun on the word ‘right’) garnered over 16% of the
vote in the national elections and its uniformed militia wing, Magyar 
Gárda (Hungarian Guard), resumed bullying and intimidating Roma 
people in villages of the northeast. And those rumours about Orbán’s
Roma ancestry just won’t go away.

Economic Woes
  It seems the bad news just won’t go away… Hungary was badly affected
in the last recession, and with the world’s financial markets in what looks
like a trampoline trip to hell at press time, the economy, already on its
knees, was in danger of meltdown. It’s a position Hungarians call a bék  
segge alatt (‘under the arse of the frog’). Think about it – you can’tt
much lower than that. Growth is in the negative numbers (in fact, at
-0.5%, the lowest among the the 10 Central and Eastern Euro ean coun
tries that joined the EU in 2004), inflation is at 4% and unem loyment

 »  Population: 
9.96 million
 »  Area: 93,028 

sq km
 »  GDP: 

US$195.6 billion
 »  GDP per cap-

ita: US$19,600 
(ranked 63 in 
world)
 »  GDP growth: 

-0.5% 
 »  Inflation: 4%
 »  Unemploy-

ment: 11%
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» Soviet army memorial, Budapest (p 52 )

 1944
 Germany invades and 

occupies Hungary; 
most Hungarian Jews, 

who had largely been 
able to avoid persecu-
tion under strongman 

Miklós Horthy, are 
deported to Nazi con-

centration camps.

 1945
 Budapest is liberated 
by the Soviet army in 
April, a month before 
full victory in Europe, 

with three-quarters 
of its buildings and 
all of its bridges in 

ruins.

ref rmer Ferenc Deák.
 The result was the Act of Compromise of 1867, which create  the Dua  

Monarchy of Austria (the empire) and Hungary (the kingdom  – a feder
ated state with two parliaments and two capitals: Vienna an  Bu a est.
This ‘Age of Dualism’ would carry on until 1918 sparked an economic,
cultural and intellectual renaissance in Hungary, culminating with the
six-month exhibition in 1896 celebrating the millennium of the Magyar
arrival in the Carpathian Basin.

 But all was not well in the kingdom. The working class had virtually no 
rights and the situation in the countryside remained almost medieval. De-
spite an 1868 law protecting their rights, minorities under Hungarian con-
trol – Czechs, Slovaks, Croatians and Romanians – were under increased 
pressure to ‘Magyarise’. Many viewed their new rulers as oppressors.

WWI & the Republic of Councils
  On 28 July 1914, a month to the day after the assassination of Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Habsburg throne, by a Bosnian Serb in 
Sarajevo, Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia and entered WWI
allied with the German Empire. The result was disastrous, with wide-
spread destruction and hundreds of thousands killed on the Russian
and Italian fronts. After the armistice in 1918 the fate of the Dual Mon-
archy – and Hungary as a multinational kingdom – was sealed with the
Treaty of Trianon.

 A republic under the leadership of Count Mihály Károlyi was estab-
lished but the fledgling republic would not last long. Rampant infla-
tion, mass unemployment, the occupation of Hungary by the Allies and 
dismemberment of ‘Greater Hungary’ and the success of the Bolshevik 

Budapest.

 The website of 
the National 

Szécheny 
Library’s 1956 

Institute and Oral 
History Archive 

(www.rev.hu) will 
walk you through 

the build-up, 
outbreak and 

aftermath of Hun-
gary’s greatest 

modern tragedy 
through photo-
graphs, essays 
and timelines.

 Super Structures
  Hungary’s scenery is more gentle than 
striking, more pretty than stunning. But 
you can’t say the same thing about the 
built environment across the land. Archi-
tecturally Hungary is a treasure trove, 
with everything from Roman ruins and 
medieval town houses to baroque church-
es, neoclassical public buildings and Art 
Nouveau bathhouses and schools. And 
we’re not just talking about Budapest here; 
walk through Szeged or Kecskemét, Debre-
cen or Sopron and you’ll discover an archi-
tectural gem at virtually every turn. Some 
people (ourselves included) go out of their 
way for another glimpse of their ‘hidden’ 
favourites, like the Reök Palace in Szeged, 

the buildings of K szeg’s Jurisics tér or the 
Mosque Church in Pécs. It’s almost as if 
they’re afraid these delightful structures 
will crumble and disappear unless they are 
regularly drenched in admiring glances. 

 In Hot Water
  Hungarians have been ‘taking the waters’ 
supplied by an estimated 300 thermal 
springs since togas were all the rage and 
Aquincum was the big Smoke. They still 
do – for therapeutic, medicinal and rec-
reational purposes – but the venues have 
changed somewhat. Today they range 
from authentic bathhouses dating from 
the Turkish occupation and Art Nouveau 
palaces to clinical sanatoriums straight 

 Hungary has always 
marched to a different 
drummer – speaking a 
language, preparing dishes 
and drinking wines like no 
others. It’s Europe at its most 
exotic.

 Welcome to 
Hungary

“All you’ve got to do is decide to go and the hardest part is over. So go!”
TONY WHEELER, COFOUNDER – LONELY PLANET
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GET MORE FROM YOUR TRIP 

Learn about the big picture, so you
can make sense of what you see 

 Budapest
 
 Spas 
 Jewish Heritage 
 Food & Drink 

 Taking the Waters
 The ‘city of healing waters’ has enough 
thermal baths to satisfy the most wan-
ton of appetites for wet fun. Some date 
back to the Turkish occupation, others 
are likened to swimming in a cathedral. 

 Under the Stars
 Beside being home to Europe’s largest 
and most splendid synagogue, Budapest 
has seen a resurgence of Jewish cul-
ture, music and cuisine. On the sombre 
end of the spectrum, the ordeal of the 
Jewish community in WWII is well 
documented in the superb Holocaust 
Memorial. 

 On the Town
 The eating scene in Budapest is as dis-
tinguished as in any capital worth its 
salt. Here you’ll find hearty pörkölt (a 
stew not unlike goulash) and poppy-
seed strudel alongside Michelin-starred 
food-as-art. Nightlife venues range from 
swanky cocktail bars to the local phe-
nomenon of pub-in-a-ruin. 

#_

 p 32 

 Danube 
Bend
 Hiking 
 Churches 
 The Danube 

 Going 
Walkabout
 Deceivingly close to 
built-up Budapest, 
the Danube Bend 
offers excellent 
chances for hiking 
for a day or even 
longer. The verdant 
Börzsöny and Pilis 
Hills are both criss-
crossed by well-
marked paths and 
trails and accessible 
by public transport.

 Prayer Time
 If ecclesiastical 
architecture is your 
thing, head north. 
As the seat of the 
Roman Catholic 
Church in Hungary, 
Esztergom boasts 
its largest church, 
and Szentendre is 
filled with Serbian 
Orthodox churches.

 River Cruising
 The Bend is where 
you get to look the 
Danube right in 
the face, and what 
better way to do 
that than by get-
ting on it? You can 
reach Szentendre, 
Visegrád and even 
Esztergom by ferry 
and/or hydrofoil.

 p 95 

 Western 
Transdanubia

 Architecture 
 Roman Sites 
 Wine 

 Sacred & 
Profane
 From the 1000-year 
old abbey in Pan-
nonhalma to the 
imposing castle in 
Sárvár – former 
home of Hungary’s 
own Countess 
Dracula – Western 
Transdanubia is an 
architectural treas-
ure box.

 Roamin’ Romans
 Sopron’s location on 
the ancient Amber 
Route and the vast 
imperial cemeter-
ies uncovered near 
Szombathely offer 
a wealth of Roman 
treasures – from 
the sarcophagi in 
Sopron’s Fabricius 
House to freshly ex-
cavated graves full 
of funereal offerings 
now in Szombat-
hely’s Iseum site. 

 The Red & White
 Western Trans-
danubia’s climate 
is ideal for mak-
ing wine and this 
age-old art is still 
widely practised 
here, particularly 
around Sopron. 

 p 113 

  regions 
at a 
glance

8

  Bird-watching

 10 With 250 resident 
species, several of 

them endangered and many 
rare, birds are plentiful in 
Hungary and you don’t have 
to go out of your way to ob-
serve our feathered friends. 
Head to the Hortobágy 
(p 207 ) on the Great Plain 
to see autumn migrations, 
or to one of the many lakes, 
such as Tisza (p 200 ), to see 
aquatic birdlife. Bustards 
proliferate in Kiskunság 
National Park (p 216 ) near 
Kecskemét, while white 
storks nesting atop chimneys 
in eastern Hungary are quite 
a sight from May to October. 
A great bustard, right
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aries 60, these itineraries provide a 
starting point for the trip of a 
lifetime. Want more inspiration? 
Head online to lonelyplanet.com/
thorntree to chat with other 
travellers.
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Ten Days
Essential Hungary

  This itinerary offers you the best of Hungary and will give you a taste of the country’s 
historical wealth and natural beauty. 

 From Budapest, make your way north to the towns of the Danube Bend – picture-
postcard Szentendre, royal Visegrád and holy Esztergom. The road continues 

west along the Danube to Sopron, Hungary’s finest medieval city. Travel south to Lake 
Balaton and recharge your batteries at lovely Keszthely and nearby Hévíz, which boasts 
its own thermal lake. Pécs, Hungary’s ‘Mediterranean’ town, is south; from there carry on 
east to Mohács, the site of Hungary’s famous defeat at the hands of the Ottomans in 1526. 
A car ferr ill take ou to the right bank of the Danube and the road east ard to Szeged
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Go further with Lonely Planet

lonelyplanet.com/destinations

Book your travels
Find a fl ight
Find the right fl ight through our 
online booking service.

Reserve a room
Visit the Lonely Planet website to book 
author-reviewed and recommended 
accommodation for any price range. 

Book activities
Discover and book amazing experiences 
online for destinations around the globe.
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Check out our full range of guides
Travelling somewhere else? Staying longer in a particular place? Check out our full range of 
guides, written and researched by expert authors to give you an amazing travel experience.
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POCKET
Perfect for 

a quick visit.

DISCOVER 
Full-colour images 
and top itineraries.

EBOOKS
The same great content 
with added interactivity.

COUNTRY & REGIONAL
The freedom you need to 

plan the perfect trip.

shop.lonelyplanet.com shop.lonelyplanet.com/ebooks

Get inspired to travel
The award-winning Lonely Planet Traveller is the most exciting 
magazine for people who want to see more of the world. 
Go online to fi nd out more and see the latest subscription off er.
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lonelyplanet.com/magazine

Talk to other 
travellers 
Looking for ideas and advice on a 
specifi c destination? Want to share 
your experiences with the most 
active travel community? Then head 
to Thorn Tree, Lonely Planet’s forum, 
where you’ll fi nd new posts every 
12 seconds.
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Talk to locals 
With just a few words in the local language you can 
make a real connection when you travel. 
Our superb range of phrasebooks and language 
apps is guaranteed to get you talking, no matter 
where you’re going.
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the fapados (wooden-bench) 
airlines – the super-discount 
carriers such as Air Berlin, 
EasyJet, Ryanair and Wizz Air.

 MIDDLE EAST
  El Al and Wizz Air fly to/from 
Tel Aviv. Flights from Beirut 
and Damascus had been 
suspended at the time of 
research.

 UK & IRELAND
  Ryanair connects Budapest 
with Bristol, Birmingham, 
Manchester and London 
Stansted, while EasyJet links 
the Hungarian capital with 
London Luton and London 
Gatwick. Wizz Air also flies 
between London Luton and 
Budapest.

 USA & CANADA
  There are no direct flights 
to Hungary from the USA or 
Canada. There are connec-
tions via London and several 
other European capitals.

 Land
  Hungary is well connected 
with all seven of its neigh-
bours by road, rail and even 
ferry, though most transport 
begins or ends its journey in 
Budapest.

 Timetables for both 
domestic and international 
trains and buses use the 24-
hour system. Also, Hungarian 
names are sometimes used 
for cities and towns in neigh-
bouring countries on bus and 
train schedules.

  Bus
  Crossing the continent by 
bus is cheapest. Most inter-

national buses are run by  Eu-
rolines (www.eurolines.com) 
and link with its Hungarian 
associate,  Volánbusz (%382 
0888; www.volanbusz.hu).

 The Eurolines Pass (www
.eurolines.com/en/eurolines
-pass/) allows unlimited travel 
between 51 European cities, 
including Budapest. Sample 
prices for high season include 
€350/295 over/under 26 
years old for 15 days and 
€460/380 for 30 days.

   Car & Motorcycle
  Drivers and motorbike riders 
will need the vehicle’s regis-
tration papers, liability insur-
ance and an International 
Driving Permit in addition to 
their domestic licence.

  Train
  Hungary is well connected to 
neighbouring countries, with 
international services arriv-
ing and departing at least 
once a day. 

  Magyar Államvasutak 
(MÁV; %06 40 494 949, 1-371 
9449; http://elvira.mav-start.
hu/), which translates as 
Hungarian State Railways, 
links up with the European 
rail network in all directions. 
Its trains run as far as Lon-
don (via Munich and Paris), 
Stockholm (via Hamburg 
and Copenhagen), Moscow, 
Rome and Istanbul (via 
Belgrade). Almost all inter-
national trains bound for 
Hungary arrive and depart 
from Budapest’s Keleti sta-
tion; Deli handles trains to 
Croatia, Slovenia, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and Serbia.

 The  Thomas Cook Euro-
pean Timetable (www.europ
eanrailtimetable.co.uk), updated 

monthly and available from 
Thomas Cook outlets, is the 
train-lover’s bible, with a com-
plete listing of train schedules, 
supplements and reserva-
tions information.  The Man in 
Seat 61 (www.seat61.com) can 
also help you plan your train 
journey across Europe.

 CLASSES, COSTS & 
RESERVATIONS
  Seat reservations for inter-
national destinations usually 
cost €3 one way. Tickets are 
normally valid for 60 days 
from purchase and stopovers 
are permitted. On long hauls, 
sleepers are almost always 
available in both 1st and 2nd 
class, and couchettes are 
available in 2nd class. Not all 
express trains have dining or 
even buffet cars; make sure 
you bring along snacks and 
drinks as vendors can be few 
and far between. Interna-
tional journeys require seat 
reservations.

 All prices quoted are full-
price, one-way, 2nd-class 
fares; 1st-class seats are 
around 50% more expensive 
than 2nd class. 

 Substantial discounts to a 
number of European capitals 
are available on tickets pur-
chased more than three days 
in advance. Due to limited 
seating, book early to take 
advantage of the savings.

  TRAIN PASSES
   Inter Rail (www.interrailnet.
com) Global Pass covers 30 
European countries and can 
be purchased by European 
nationals or residents of at 
least six months. Sample 
costs for 1st/2nd class travel:

 GETTING THERE 
& AWAY

   Entering Hungary
  Border formalities with Hun-
gary’s four EU neighbours – 
Austria, Romania, Slovenia 
and Slovakia – are virtually 
nonexistent. However, Hun-
gary has to implement the 
strict Schengen border rules, 
so expect a somewhat closer 
inspection of your docu-
ments when travelling to/
from Croatia, Ukraine and 
Serbia.

 Passport
  Everyone needs a valid pass-
port, or for many citizens of 
the EU a national identifica-
tion card, to enter Hungary.

  Air
  Airports &  Airlines
  International flights land at 
Terminals 2A and 2B of  Fer-
enc Liszt International Air-
port (%296 7000; www.bud.hu) 
on the outskirts of Budapest. 
Budget carriers use Terminal 
2B.  Balaton Airport (SOB; 
%83-554 060; www.flybalaton.
com) receives Lufthansa flights 

from Dusseldorf and Frank-
furt, among other German 
destinations, and is located 
15km southwest of Keszthely 
near Lake Balaton.

 Malév Hungarian Airlines, 
the national carrier, was 
liquidated due to bankruptcy 
in 2012. 

 International Airlines
  International airlines that 
serve Hungary include the 
following:
  Aeroflot (SU; %1-318 5955; 
www.aeroflot.com; hub 
Moscow) 
  Air Berlin (AB; %06 80 017 
110; www.airberlin.com; hub 
Cologne) 
  Air France (AF; %1-483 
8800; www.airfrance.com; hub 
Paris) 
  Alitalia (AZ; %1-483 2170; 
www.alitalia.it; hub Rome) 
  Austrian Airlines (OS; %1-
296 0660; www.aua.com; hub 
Vienna) 
  British Airways (BA; %1-
777 4747; www.ba.com; hub 
London) 
  CSA Czech Airlines (OK; 
%1-318 3045; www.csa.cz; hub 
Prague) 
  EasyJet (U2; www.easyjet.
com; hub London) 
  EgyptAir (MS; www.egyptair.
com; hub Cairo) 

  El Al (LY; %1-266 2970; www.
elal.co.il; hub Tel Aviv) 
  Finnair (AY; %1-296 5486; 
www.finnair.com; hub Helsinki) 
  German Wings (4U; %1-526 
7005; www.germanwings.com; 
hub Cologne) 
  LOT Polish Airlines (LO; 
%1-266 4771; www.lot.com; 
hub Warsaw) 
  Lufthansa (LH; %1-411 
9900; www.lufthansa.com; hub 
Frankfurt) 
  Ryanair (FR; www.ryanair.
com; hub London) 
  SAS (SK; www.flysas.com; hub 
Copenhagen) 
  Tarom Romanian Airlines 
(RO; www.tarom.ro; hub 
Bucharest) 
  Turkish Airlines (TK; 
%1-266 4291; www.thy.com; 
hub Istanbul) 
  Wizz Air (W6; %06 90 181 
181; www.wizzair.com; hub 
Katowice, Poland) 

 Tickets
  Competition in the European 
skies has resulted in cheap 
fares offered by both no-frills 
airlines and full-service car-
riers. Discounted web fares 
are often the best deals for 
short-haul hops, but as a 
general rule travel agencies 
still offer the best options for 
long-haul flights.

 AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND
  There are no direct flights 
from either Australia or New 
Zealand to Hungary; most fly 
via London or Frankfurt, with 
a small minority stopping in 
at other European capitals.

 Consider purchasing a 
round-the-world ticket or 
multistop ticket offered by 
Qantas and British Airways; 
travel agents will be able to 
inform you of the most up-to-
date prices.

 CONTINENTAL EUROPE
  There are numerous flights 
to Budapest from a plethora 
of European cities, including 
almost all of the capitals on 
the continent. Many national 
airlines duplicate what used to 
be Malév’s coverage, as do the 
likes of what Hungarians call 

 Transport

CLIMATE CHANGE & TRAVEL
Every form of transport that relies on carbon-based fuel generates CO2, the main cause 
of human-induced climate change. Modern travel is dependent on  aeroplanes , which 
might use less fuel per  kilometre  per person than most cars but travel much greater 
distances. The altitude at which aircraft emit gases (including CO2) and particles also 
contributes to their climate change impact. Many websites offer ‘carbon calculators’ that 
allow people to estimate the carbon emissions generated by their journey and, for those 
who wish to do so, to offset the impact of the greenhouse gases emitted with contribu-
tions to portfolios of climate-friendly initiatives throughout the world. Lonely Planet off-
sets the carbon footprint of all staff and author travel.
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Steve Fallon
Coordinating Author, Danube Bend, Northern Uplands, The Great Plain &  
Northeast Hungary Steve, who has worked on every edition of Hungary, first 
visited Magyarország in the early 1980s by chance – he’d stopped off on his way 
to Poland (then under martial law) to buy bananas for his friends’ children. It  
was a brief visit but he immediately fell in love with thermal baths, Tokaj wine 
and bableves (bean soup). Not able to survive on the occasional fleeting fix, 

he moved to Budapest in 1992, where he could enjoy all three in abundance and in Magyarul 
(Hungarian). Now based in London, Steve returns to Hungary regularly for all these things and 
more: pálinka (fruit brandy), Art Nouveau, the haunting voice of Marta Sebestyén and the best 
nightlife in Central Europe. 

Anna Kaminski
Budapest, Western Transdanubia Originally from the Soviet Union, Anna finds a lot to 
appreciate about Hungary, a country she first visited as a dental tourist many years 
ago and has been drawn back to since, time and again – from the familiar relics of 
Communism to the world’s best poppy-seed strudel. This edition took her from the 
‘ruin pubs’ of Budapest to the splendid churches, castles and remote villages of West-
ern Transdanubia. Anna also wrote the Directory A–Z and Transport chapters.

Caroline Sieg
Lake Balaton & Southern Transdanubia Caroline Sieg is a half-Swiss, half-
American freelance writer and editor focusing on travel, food and the outdoors. 
Born to a Swiss-French mother and a Polish father who emigrated to the US, 
she has spent most of her life moving back and forth across the Atlantic Ocean. 
Caroline’s relationship with Hungary began when she visited Pécs in 1992 and 
fell in love with its charms and fantastic mosque. Subsequent trips to the region 

yielded countless hikes in vineyard-covered hills, dips into Lake Balaton and a profound obsession 
with greasy, heart-attack-inducing langos (deep-fried dough with toppings).
 

Read more about Steve at: 
lonelyplanet.com/members/stevefallon

Read more about Caroline at: 
lonelyplanet.com/members/carolinesieg

OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of 
adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed 
for the trip of a lifetime – across Europe and Asia overland to 
Australia. It took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling 
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and 
Oakland, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook 
should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

OUR WRITERS

Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken all reason-
able care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about 
the accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maxi-
mum extent permitted, disclaim all liability arising from its use.

Published by Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd
ABN 36 005 607 983
7th edition – July 2013
ISBN 978 1 74179 568 4
© Lonely Planet 2013    Photographs © as indicated 2013
10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1
Printed in China
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be copied, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic, 
mechanical, recording or otherwise, except brief extracts for the purpose of review, and no part of this publication may be sold or hired, without the 
written permission of the publisher. Lonely Planet and the Lonely Planet logo are trademarks of Lonely Planet and are registered in the US Patent 
and Trademark Office and in other countries. Lonely Planet does not allow its name or logo to be appropriated by commercial establishments, such 
as retailers, restaurants or hotels. Please let us know of any misuses: lonelyplanet.com/ip.



Itiner-
aries

Whether you’ve got six days or 
60, these itineraries provide a 
starting point for the trip of a 
lifetime. Want more inspiration? 
Head online to lonelyplanet.com/ 
thorntree to chat with other 
travellers.
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Ten Days
Essential Hungary

This itinerary offers you the best of Hungary and will give you a taste of the country’s 
historical wealth and natural beauty. 

From Budapest, make your way north to the towns of the Danube Bend – picture-
postcard Szentendre, royal Visegrád and holy Esztergom. The road continues 

west along the Danube to Sopron, Hungary’s finest medieval city. Travel south to Lake 
Balaton and recharge your batteries at lovely Keszthely and nearby Hévíz, which boasts 
its own thermal lake. Pécs, Hungary’s ‘Mediterranean’ town, is south; from there carry on 
east to Mohács, the site of Hungary’s famous defeat at the hands of the Ottomans in 1526. 
A car ferry will take you to the right bank of the Danube and the road eastward to Szeged, 
the university town that is forever young. Kecskemét, city of apricots and Art Nouveau, is 
to the north. Enough of the flatlands of the Great Plain? Head to the hills and delightful 
Eger but make a detour to Mezőkövesd, celebrated for its folk art. Head west for Budapest, 
stopping at Gödöllő, the summer retreat of Emperor Franz Joseph and his beloved consort 
Elisabeth.
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Go West
Over Hill, Over Dale

A

One week
Go West!

This 690km road trip of Hungary’s 
west has something for everyone: 
castles, churches, palaces, thermal 
spas, rolling hills and Hungary’s 

biggest lake. It’s mostly an easy drive, and 
you should be able to do it comfortably in 
a week.

From Budapest head north through 
the Danube Bend region to the former art-
ist colony of Szentendre and historical 
Visegrád, before arriving at Esztergom, 
Hungary’s most sacred city. The road con-
tinues west along the Danube to Győr, an 
industrial city with a medieval core that’s 
surprisingly rich in historical buildings 
and monuments. From here, head south to 
Pannonhalma, where the awesome abbey 
is on Unesco’s World Heritage List, and on 
to Veszprém, the ‘city of queens’. The sce-
nic northern coast road of Lake Balaton 
is your next port of call, with its towns of 
Balatonfüred, Tihany and Badacsony. 
Make a quick detour to Sümeg and its dra-
matic castle before turning south again to 
Pécs, the jewel of the south. Return to the 
capital, but take time to sample the sublime 
red wines of Szekszárd and the folkloric 
Sárköz region along the way.

One week
Over Hill, Over Dale

Hungary’s ‘northern uplands’ are 
not dramatic. But they have a gentle 
beauty all of their own, and nestled 
within the hills are important histori-

cal towns and traditional villages. We’ve in-
cluded part of the Great Plain too, so you’ll 
really get the ‘ups’ and ‘downs’ of northern 
and eastern Hungary on this 650km trip.

From Budapest head north to Vác, an 
attractive town on the Danube Bend, and 
then on to Balassagyarmat, capital of the 
traditional Palóc region. Continue east and 
then south through the rolling Cserhát Hills 
to Hollókő, a ‘museum town’ of folk art. The 
road winds through the eastern Cserhát and 
the foothills of the Mátra Hills to Gyöngyös, 
where you’ll start a challenging drive through 
the hills and past Kékestető, Hungary’s high-
est point. Lovely Eger awaits you at the end 
of the road. It’s then on to sprawling Miskolc 
and the traditionally sweet wines of Tokaj 
before a quick stop at Nyíregyháza. Head 
southwest for Nyírbátor, where connections 
with Dracula are too close for comfort, and 
then Debrecen, nicknamed the ‘Calvinist 
Rome’ and Hungary’s second-largest city. For 
a taste of Hungary’s Great Plain head west 
through Hortobágy National Park to Tis-
zafüred and back to Budapest.
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