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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK
Colour-Coding & Maps
Colour-coding is used for symbols on maps and in 
the text that they relate to (eg all eating venues on 
the maps and in the text are given a green knife and 
fork symbol). Each neighbourhood also gets its own 
colour, and this is used down the edge of the page 
and throughout that neighbourhood section.

Prices
Multiple prices listed with reviews (eg $10/5 or 
$10/5/20) indicate adult/child, adult/concession 
or adult/child/family. 

Send us your feedback We love to hear from 
readers – your comments help make our books bet-
ter. We read every word you send us, and we always 
guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the 
appropriate authors. The most useful submissions are 
rewarded with a free book. To send us your updates 
and find out about Lonely Planet events, newsletters 
and travel news visit our award-winning website: 
lonelyplanet.com/contact. 

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate 
your comments in Lonely Planet products such as 
guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us 
know if you don’t want your comments reproduced or 
your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy 
policy visit lonelyplanet.com/privacy.

Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken 
all reasonable care in preparing this book, we make 
no warranty about the accuracy or completeness of 
its content and, to the maximum extent permitted, 
disclaim all liability arising from its use.
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PIERA CHEN
Hong Kong writer Piera has been visiting Macau 
since she was six years old. Half of her family was 
born there and the other half just thought that 
sipping Mateus rosé while sitting on the old sea-
wall was incredibly romantic. Later, while working 
in Hong Kong, it was poetry readings, fado 
concerts and, most of all, a masterfully executed 
pato de cabidela (duck stewed in its own blood) 
that kept luring her back. Piera has also written 
the Hong Kong and Macau chapters of the 12th 
edition of Lonely Planet’s China, and co-authored 
the 14th Hong Kong & Macau city guide.

PIERA’S THANKS
I extend my warmest gratitude to people who are passionate about 
their cities – from Macau, Carlos Marreiros and Francisco Chan; and from 
Hong Kong, Jozev and Yvonne Ieong. Special thanks also goes to Janine 
Cheung, Sherman Chan, Susanna Eusantos and, most of all, my husband, 
Sze Pang-cheung, for his love and assistance. 

THE PHOTOGRAPHER
Greg Elms completed a Bachelor of Arts in Photography at the Royal 
Melbourne Institute of Technology, then embarked on a travel odyssey 
across Australia, Southeast Asia, India, Africa, Europe and the Middle East. 
He has been the photographer for numerous award-winning books, and 
has worked for magazines, ad agencies, designers and, of course, book 
publishers such as Lonely Planet.

THE AUTHOR
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Our readers Many thanks to the travellers who wrote to us with helpful hints, useful advice and interesting anecdotes.
Luke Armstrong, Nelson Chen, James Cridland, Denis Howe, Penny Lattey, Ryan Macdicken, Joris van der Meer, Helen Or, 
Devon Peavoy, Jacalyn Soo, Lois Warner, Rachel Willcocks, Susan Williams, Anke Werschnik.

Cover photograph Sightseeing junk on Victoria Harbour, Manfred Gottschalk/Lonely Planet Images. Internal photo-
graphs p52, p72, p111, p153 by Piera Chen, p85 by Andrew Stone; p16 myLAM/Alamy. All other photographs by Lonely 
Planet Images, and by Greg Elms except p6 (bottom) Tim Hughes; p6 (top), p57 John Hay; p24 Manfred Gottschalk; p26 
Holger Leue; p28 Alain Evrard; p31 Dallas Stribley; p32 (top) Andrew Burke; p47 Krzysztof Dydynski; p13, p27, p50, p97, 
p98, p138 Michael Coyne; p8, p160, p173 Phil Weymouth; p17, p32 (bottom), p88, p114, p128, Richard I’Anson.

All images are copyright of the photographers unless otherwise indicated. Many of the images in this guide are available for 
licensing from Lonely Planet Images: www.lonelyplanetimages.com.

0-prelims-en-hko3.indd   3 25/02/2011   3:23:05 PM



 

Take in the sights aboard one of Hong Kong’s unique double-decker trams (p13)
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Why is our travel information the best in the 
world? It’s simple: our authors are passionate, 
dedicated travellers. They don’t take freebies in 
exchange for positive coverage so you can be sure 
the advice you’re given is impartial. They travel 
widely to all the popular spots, and off  the beaten 
track. They don’t research using just the internet 
or phone. They discover new places not included 
in any other guidebook. They personally visit 
thousands of hotels, restaurants, palaces, trails, 
galleries, temples and more. They speak with 
dozens of locals every day to make sure you get the 
kind of insider knowledge only a local could tell 
you. They take pride in getting all the details right, 
and in telling it how it is. Think you can do it? Find 
out how at lonelyplanet.com.
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>

THIS IS HONG KONG
A city that forces you to make some rapid 
adjustments. From the calm and cool of a 
Kowloon hotel lobby, the heat and hustle of 
teeming streets engulf you. You fi ght your way 
through multitudes only to stumble into sudden 
shade, greenery and space.
Hong Kong is a place that provokes questions, some without answers. 
Those fi ve-star hotels and soaring skyscrapers are fi rst world, but those 
crumbling tenements look third world, don’t they? Where has all the 
oil-slick slow traffi  c come from and where on earth is it going? How do 
seven million people fi t on this tiny speck of land? And how do they decide 
where to eat in the City of 10,000 Restaurants? How can a simmering 
tureen of tripe stock look so evil yet smell so good? And what, exactly, is in 
the food product you saw in the supermarket labelled ‘vegetarian gizzard’?

Pondering, you reach the water and stare across to Hong Kong Island. 
Nothing has quite prepared you for the spectacle up close: freighters 
and motor junks forever plying their harbour trade and, beyond them, a 
Futurama cityscape rising from near-vertical jungle slopes. 

After this sensory wave has rolled over you, there’s no option but to 
start swimming with the tide in this energetic city of merchants, chancers 
and grifters. You soon learn that Hong Kong rewards those who grab ex-
perience by the scruff  of the neck, who try that bowl of shredded jellyfi sh, 
who consume conspicuously, who roar with the Happy Valley punters as 
the winner thunders home. It rewards, too, those with the yen to explore 
centuries-old temples in half-deserted walled villages or to stroll surf-
beaten beaches far from all the neon and steel and people.

It’s an intoxicating place – spectacular, exotic and accessible. If you’re vis-
iting for business, you’ll fi nd pleasure sneaks up on you. If you’re visiting for 
pleasure, there’s no shortage of locals who make it their business to please.
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Top  Stroll through the serene Hong Kong Zoological & Botanical Gardens (p43) Bottom Jump aboard a traditional Chinese-
style boat to get an excellent vantage point from which to take in the spectacle of the city

-this-is-en-hko3.indd   7 21/02/2011   3:43:37 PM




