
For symbols used on maps, see the Map Legend.

How to Use This Book

Look for these symbols to quickly identify listings:

These symbols give vital information for  
each listing:

 Must-visit recommendation

 Sustainable or green recommendation

 No payment required

SURVIVAL GUIDE
Your at-a-glance reference
Vital practical information 
for a smooth trip.
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 Accommodations
 Hotels, Hostels & 
Guesthouses
   Guatemalan accommoda-

tions range from luxury 

hotels to budget hotels to 

ultrabudget guesthouses 

called hospedajes, casas de 

huéspedes or pensiones.

 Accommodations options 

are listed in order of price 

range, and within that price 

range by author preference. 

Places at the lower end of the 

budget range are generally 

small, dark and not particu-

larly clean. Security may not 

be the best in such places. At 

the upper end of the budget 

range you should expect a 

clean, sizable and airy room, 

with a bathroom, TV and, in 

hot parts of the country, a fan 

(and possibly air-con).
 Hostels are becoming 

more prevalent throughout 

the country, particularly in 

tourist hotspots like Antigua, 

Flores and Lanquín. While 

sleeping arrangements in 

these places can be fairly 

bare-bones (a bunch of bunk 

beds crammed into a room) 

facilities often include on-site 

bars and restaurants, tour 

services, swimming pools 

and other top-shelf ameni-

ties. They’re also a great 

place to meet other travelers.

 Midrange rooms are al-

most always comfortable: 

private hot-water bathroom, 

TV, decent beds, fan and/or 

air-con are standard. Good 

midrange hotels have at-

tractive public areas such as 

dining rooms, bars and swim-

ming pools.
 Top-end accommoda-

tions in Guatemala mainly 

consists of Guatemala City’s 

international-class business-

oriented hotels, Antigua’s very 

finest hostelries, and a few 

resort hotels elsewhere. These 

places offer all the comforts 

(and many more) that you 

would expect for the price.

 Room rates often go up in 

places popular with tourists 

during Semana Santa (the 

week leading up to Easter 

Sunday), Christmas–New 

Year and July and August. 

Semana Santa is the major 

Guatemalan holiday period, 

and prices can rise by any-

thing from 30% to 100% on 

the coast and in the country-

side – anywhere Guatema-

lans go to relax. At this time 

advance reservations are a 

very good idea.

 Regardless of your budget, 

if you’re planning on stay-

ing for longer than a few 

days, it’s worth asking for a 

discount.
 Be aware that room rates 

are subject to two large 

taxes – 12% IVA (value-added 

tax) and 10% to pay for the 

activities of the Guatemalan 

Tourism Institute (Inguat), 

although there is discussion 

about eliminating this second 

tax. All prices listed include 

both taxes. Some of the more 

expensive hotels forget to 

include them when they quote 

their prices.

 Camping
  Camping in Guatemala can 

be a hit-or-miss affair as 

there are few designated 

campgrounds and safety is 

rarely guaranteed. Where 

campsites are available, ex-

pect to pay from Q20 to Q50 

per person per night.

 Homestays
  Travelers attending Span-

ish school have the option 

of living with a Guatemalan 

family. This is usually a pretty 

good bargain – expect to pay 

between Q300 and Q600 a 

week on top of your tuition for 

your own room, shared bath-

room, and three meals a day 

except Sunday. It’s important 

to find a  homestay that gels 

with your goals – some fami-

lies host several students at a 

time, creating more of an in-

ternational hostel atmosphere 

than a family environment.

 Children
  For  general information on 

traveling with children, have a 

look at Lonely Planet’s Travel 

with Children. 
  Facilities such as safety 

seats in hired cars are rare 

but nearly every restaurant 

can rustle up something re-

sembling a high chair. If you 

are particular about brands 

of diapers and creams, bring 

what you can with you and 

stock up in supermarkets. 

Fresh milk is rare and may 

not be pasteurized – again, 

supermarkets are your best 

bet. Packet UHT milk and 

milk powder are much more 

common. If your child has 

to have some particular 

tinned or packaged food, 

bring supplies with you. 

Public breastfeeding is not 

common among urban, non-

indigenous women and, when 

done, is done discreetly.

 Customs 
Regulations
  Normally  customs officers 

won’t look seriously in your 

luggage and may not look at 

all. Guatemala restricts im-

port/export of pretty much 

the same things as every-

body else (weapons, drugs, 

large amounts of cash, etc). 

  Electricity

120V/60Hz

120V/60Hz

 Dir                             ectory A–Z

 SLEEPING PRICE 
RANGES

  The following price 

ranges refer to a double 

room with bathroom in 

high (but not absolute 

peak) season. Unless 

otherwise stated, taxes 

of 22% are included in 

the price.

 $  less than Q180

 $$  Q180-500

 $$$  more than Q500

BOOK YOUR STAY ONLINE

For more  accommodations  reviews by Lonely Planet 

authors, check out http://hotels.lonelyplanet.com. 

You’ll nd independent reviews, as well as recommen-

dations on the best places to stay. Best of all, you can 

book online.

 Climate 

F

DNOSAJJMAMJ

Guatemala City
°C/°F Temp

0/32

10/50

20/68

30/86

40/104

0

4/100

8/200

12/300
Rainfall inches/mm 

F

DNOSAJJMAMJ

Huehuetenango
°C/°F Temp

0/32

10/50

20/68

30/86

40/104

0

4/100

8/200

12/300
Rainfall inches/mm 

F
DNOSAJJMAMJ

Río Dulce
°C/°F Temp

0/32

10/50

20/68

30/86

40/104

0

4/100

8/200

12/300
Rainfall inches/mm 

UNDERSTAND 
Get more from your trip
Learn about the big picture, to 
make sense of what you see.

 The More Things Change...

  In mid-January 2012, Otto  Fernando Perez  Molina was 

sworn in as Guatemala’s  president. Molina is a former 

army general who served during Efraín Ríos Montt’s 

dictatorship and was stationed in the Ixíl region, where 

many of the worst human rights abuses and massacres 

of the civil war took place.

 During his successful campaign, Molina offered Gua-

temalans the two things that polls consistently say they 

want – security and jobs. In one of his first moves as 

president, Molina announced a plan that would put 

7000 soldiers on the streets in the country’s most dan-

gerous and criminally active areas. While arrest rates 

skyrocketed, crime rates remained steady.

  Recent years have  shown that often the worst crimi-

nal excesses are committed by security forces. In just one 

month in early 2012, four police officers were charged 

with assault, conspiracy and unlawful association while 

various members of the Secret Service were accused of 

being members of a countrywide kidnapping gang.

 Molina’s own anti-corruption credentials were called 

into question as he came under fire for defending three 

members of his government who had each racked up 

over Q800,000 (over US$100,000) in travel expenses 

in a three month period. The trips were defended by 

Molina as being necessary to avoid becoming ‘isolated’. 

Meanwhile Congress opened up the way to grant them-

selves whatever pay rises they feel like, whenever.

 A Question of Security
  One very touchy subject in rural Guatemala has to do 

with large (often foreign-administered) projects such as 

hydroelectric dams and mineral mines. Opponents to 

Molina’s mobilization of troops claim that the security 

argument is a smokescreen and that the soldiers are 

really there to protect the interests of these projects. As 

if to prove them right, troops were sent in to ‘restore 

order’ at various anti-mining and anti-dam protests 

around the country. In late 2012 soldiers shot into 

crowds at a protest outside of Totonicapán, killing 

seven and wounding 40, a result characterized by For-

eign Minister Harold Caballeros to the international 

media as ‘not a big deal’. 

 Guatemala still struggles with violence. The Na-

tional Gun Registry campaign started off well, but is 

faltering. While a little over 125,000 guns were regis-

tered and turned in, it’s estimated that nearly twice 

that amount are unregistered, leaving more than 

250,000 illegal weapons in circulation.

 Global Policy 
  Global policy continues to affect Guatemala. A possi-

bly unforeseen consequence of the move to renewable 

fuels has seen corn tortilla prices double in Guatemala 

as the United States uses up to 40 percent of its corn 

crop to make biofuel. Corn is a staple in Guatemala, 

nearly the one ingredient you are guaranteed to see 

at every meal and despite widespread plantations the 

country imports nearly half of its corn.

 The Slow Road to Recovery

  Guatemala is on the slow road to recovery from its 

civil-war  wounds. While this is in part due to the pass-

ing of generations who  lived through the war, official 

recognition of some atrocities has been an important 

step in the recovery process. Though President Moli-

na has stated he does not believe the killings amount-

ed to genocide, a campaign is underway to exhume 

clandestine cemeteries used by the military to bury 

‘disappeared’ dissidents and the legal processes have 

at last begun, with some war criminals being brought 

to justice. So far the heftiest penalty to be handed 

down was to ex-Military Commissioner Lucas Tecún, 

who was sentenced to 7710 years in prison. 

 In March 2012, in a move that shocked many hard-

ened cynics, a Guatemalan judge removed the final 

obstacle barring former  dictator Efraín Ríos Montt 

from facing trial on charges of genocide. It will be the 

first time that a former Latin American head of state 

has faced such charges in a national court.

 Grass Roots Movement
  In the face of official indifference and/or inability to 

deal with the country’s myriad problems, many com-

munity-based organizations and NGOs are moving 

in to fill the void. Large segments of the Guatemalan 

population are becoming active in volunteer work, fo-

cusing on everything from neighborhood-watch–type 

programs in areas unpatrolled by police to larger ef-

forts focusing on food security and housing for the 

poor. This community spirit is also evident after natu-

ral disasters hit the country, as citizens band together 

to deliver aid to affected families. 

 Best on Film
 Aquí me Quedo (2010; Rodolfo Es-

pinoza) Subtle  political commentary, 

black comedy and satire abound in 

this story of a kidnapping, shot in and 

around Quetzaltenango. 

 When the Mountains Tremble (1983; 

Pamela Yates & Newton Thomas 

Sigel) Documentary featuring Susan 

Sarandon and Rigoberta Menchú, 

telling the story of the civil war.

 Capsulas (2011; Verónica Riedel) A 

look at greed, corruption and the 

drug trade from one of Guatemala’s 

few female directors. 

 El Norte (1983; Gregory Nava) Young 

indigenous siblings  ee their village 

and begin the tortuous journey to 

enter the US as illegal immigrants.

 Best in Print
 The President ( Miguel Ángel 

Asturias; 1946) Nobel Prize–winning 

Guatemalan author takes some not-

too-subtle jabs at the country’s long 

line of dictators.   

 A Mayan Life (Gaspar Pedro 

Gonzáles; 1995) The  rst published 

novel by a Maya author is an excellent 

study of rural Guatemalan life. 

 The Art of Political Murder 

(Francisco Goldman; 2008) 

Meticulously-researched account of 

the assassination of Bishop Gerardi.

 Guatemalans are struggling. Over half the population lives below the poverty line and gang 

membership is rising as an overwhelmed and under-resourced police force struggles to 

maintain order. Against this increasingly bleak backdrop, scores of grass-roots organiza-

tions have sprung up, tirelessly combatting Guatemala’s many problems. While successive 

governments continue to make promises, it is Guatemalans themselves who are delivering 

solutions.
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 Why Go?
  A place of rare beauty, major historical significance and 

vibrant culture, Antigua remains Guatemala’s must-visit 

destination.
 A former capital, the city boasts an impressive catalogue 

of colonial relics in a magnificent setting. Streetscapes of 

pastel facades  unfold beneath three volcanoes. Many old 

ecclesiastical and civic structures are beautifully renovated, 

while others retain tumbledown charm, with fragments 

strewn about park-like grounds. 

 Thanks to the dozens of Spanish language schools that 

operate here, Antigua is a global hot spot. Yet it remains a 

vibrant Guatemalan town, its churches, plazas and markets 

throbbing with activity. Outside the city, indigenous com-

munities, coffee plantations and volcanoes offer ample op-

portunities for exploration. 

 Perhaps the real miracle of Antigua is its resilience. Des-

pite earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and floods, followed by 

virtual abandonment, it has re-emerged with a vengeance, 

buoyed by the pride of its inhabitants.

 When to Go
  Blessed with a spring- like climate year round, Antigua is a 

great destination at any  time. Ample sunshine prevails most 

days with slightly cooler temperatures from mid-May to Oc-

tober when afternoon downpours are the norm. Antigua’s 

biggest deal is Holy Week, when religious processions en-

liven the streets, Passion Plays are performed and hotels are 

fully booked. Other particularly lively times include Corpus 

Christi and All Saints’ Day (Nov 1) with obligatory feasts 

of fiambre (chilled mixed salad) and festive visits to the 

graveyard. 

 Antigua
 POP 68,637  /  ELEV 1530M

 Best Places to 
Eat

   La Fonda  de la Calle Real 

(p 80 ) 
   Bistrot Cinq (p 81 ) 

   Caffé Mediterráneo (p 80 ) 

   39 Azul (p 81 ) 

 Best Places to 
Stay

   Casa  Jacaranda (p 76 ) 

   Earth Lodge (p 85 ) 

   Posada San Sebastián (p 78 ) 

   Hotel Quinta de las Flores 

(p 78 ) 
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�1 Resurrect  your high-

school  Spanish at such highly 

regarded language  schools 

as Proyecto Lingüístico 

Francisco Marroquín (p 74 )

�2 Get historical in Antigua’s 

myriad museums, monasteries 

and convents, starting with the 

spectacular Iglesia y Convento 

de Santo Domingo (p 69 )

�3 Admire and acquire 

traditional Maya wear at Casa 

del Tejido Antiguo (p 68 ), with 

a seminal collection of huipiles 

(long, embroidered tunics) and 

cortes (wraparound skirts)

�4 Sample a clandestine 

mezcal at Café No Sé (p 82 ), 

the low-lit lair of choice for 

Antigua’s expat scene 

�5 Scale Acatenango (p 70 ) 

for jaw-dropping views of its 

sister volcanoes, including 

 re-spewing Fuego (p 70 )

�6 Savor volcanic coff ee 

beans at the Centro 
Cultural La Azotea (p 85 )

 Antigua Highlights

4 easy-to-use 
sections

PLAN YOUR TRIP
Your planning tool kit
Photos & suggestions to help 
you create the perfect trip.
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 ©Plan Your Trip

great place to shop and eat out, but read 

up on other villages around the lake to 

decide where you want to stay; they’re 

all different and each has its own appeal. 

Regardless of where you end up staying, 

spend a half a day or so exploring your 

village and the next day exploring the rest 

of the lake. You can do this on a day tour 

from Panajachel or you can just as easily 

use the public boats and make your own 

way around, from Pana or any of the other 

villages.

 Next day you’re off to Tikal, so shuttle 

back to Guatemala City and from there 

(depending on your budget) either fly to 

Flores or catch an overnight luxury bus. 

Either way, you can arrive in the morning, 

make your way straight out to the site, 

spend the day exploring and be back on 

the bus or plane that night for the return 

to Guatemala City and your flight home.

 1 
WEEK

 On a short break and you want to see it 

all? Well, that’s not going to happen, but 

with a week up your sleeve you can at 

least see Guatemala’s Big Three.

 Flying into Guatemala City, get a  shuttle 

bus directly to Antigua. If  you don’t arrive 

too late, grab a bite to eat at any one of the 

city’s many fabulous restaurants and finish 

the night off with a nightcap in one of the 

cozy bars around town.

 The next morning, stock up on a big 

breakfast – you’re going to need some 

energy. Take a walk around town following 

our walking tour (p 71 ) – cut corners if you 

like, but don’t miss the Iglesia de la Merced 

or the Las Capuchinas convent. For a real 

taste of Antigua, plan a dinner at 

La Cuevita de los Urquizú. 

 You’ll probably want an early night 

because the next day you’ll be climbing 

a volcano – check with the locals to see 

which one is safe/recommended to climb 

at the moment. Back in town, if you’ve still 

got energy, catch dinner and a show at the 

wonderfully atmospheric La Peña de Sol 

Latino.
 The next day catch another shuttle to 

Panajachel on Lago de Atitlán – Pana’s a 
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All reviews are ordered in our authors’ preference, 
starting with their most preferred option. Additionally:

Sights are arranged in the geographic order that we 
suggest you visit them and, within this order, by author 
preference.

Eating and Sleeping reviews are ordered by price 
range (budget, midrange, top end) and, within these 
ranges, by author preference.
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Plan Your Trip

1 
WEEK

On a short break and you want to see it 
all? Well, that’s not going to happen, but 
with a week up your sleeve you can at 
least see Guatemala’s Big Three.

Flying into Guatemala City, get a shuttle 
bus directly to Antigua. If you don’t arrive 
too late, grab a bite to eat at any one of the 
city’s many fabulous restaurants and finish 
the night off with a nightcap in one of the 
cozy bars around town.

The next morning, stock up on a big 
breakfast – you’re going to need some 
energy. Take a walk around town following 

our walking tour (p71) – cut corners if you 
like, but don’t miss the Iglesia de la Merced 
or the Las Capuchinas convent. For a real 
taste of Antigua, plan a dinner at  
La Cuevita de los Urquizú. 

You’ll probably want an early night 
because the next day you’ll be climbing 
a volcano – check with the locals to see 
which one is safe/recommended to climb 
at the moment. Back in town, if you’ve still 
got energy, catch dinner and a show at the 
wonderfully atmospheric La Peña de Sol 
Latino.

The next day catch another shuttle to 
Panajachel on Lago de Atitlán – Pana’s a 

Hit the Highlights
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Lago de Atitlán (p91)

great place to shop and eat out, but read 
up on other villages around the lake to 
decide where you want to stay; they’re 
all different and each has its own appeal. 
Regardless of where you end up staying, 
spend a half a day or so exploring your 
village and the next day exploring the rest 
of the lake. You can do this on a day tour 
from Panajachel or you can just as easily 
use the public boats and make your own 
way around, from Pana or any of the other 
villages.

Next day you’re off to Tikal, so shuttle 
back to Guatemala City and from there 
(depending on your budget) either fly to 
Flores or catch an overnight luxury bus. 
Either way, you can arrive in the morning, 
make your way straight out to the site, 
spend the day exploring and be back on 
the bus or plane that night for the return 
to Guatemala City and your flight home.
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10 
DAYS

Guatemala’s most spectacular scenery 
and strongest Maya traditions await you 
along this well-traveled route. It could take 
a few months if you stop off to learn some 
Spanish or to take advantage of the great 
sightseeing and hiking possibilities along 
the way.

From the capi tal head first to picturesque 
Antigua, enjoying the country’s finest colonial 
architecture, the great restaurants and the 
traveler and language-student scene. Several 
volcanoes wait to be climbed here including the 
fiery Volcán Fuego – but ask around for current 
conditions before planning anything. From 
Antigua move on to Panajachel on volcano-
ringed Lago de Atitlán. Hop in a boat to check 
out some of the quieter, more traditional Maya 
villages around the lake such as Santiago Atit
lán, where the curious deity Maximón awaits, 
or San Pedro La Laguna, a party town with 
a certain fame countrywide. San Marcos La 
Laguna is much more laidback and a magnet 
for yoga and natural healing types. And Santa 
Cruz La Laguna is just plain tiny and gor-
geous. From the lake, hop a shuttle or chicken 
bus north to Chichicastenango for its huge 
Thursday or Sunday market and, if you’re lucky, 
a religious ceremony where it’s hard to tell 
where the Maya-ism ends and the Catholicism 
starts. 

From Chichicastenango you can follow the 
Interamericana Hwy west along the mountain 
ridges to Quetzaltenango, Guatemala’s clean, 
orderly second city, with a host of intriguing 
villages, markets and natural wonders waiting 
within short bus rides away. From Quetzal-
tenango it’s possible to go further into the hills 
to Todos Santos Cuchumatán, a fascinating 
Maya mountain town with great walking  
possibilities. 

If you have extra time, consider pushing east 
to explore Nebaj and the Ixil Triangle, where 
you’ll find great walking and a strong Maya 
way of life amid stunning scenery. A rough but 
passable road leads further eastward from here, 
passing Uspantan and providing a back-door 
route to Alta Verapaz, where you can check out 
Cobán, Semuc Champey or head further north 
towards Tikal.
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Top: Iglesia de Santo Tomás (p120), Chichicastenango 
Bottom: Hiker ascending a volcano south of Antigua
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10 
DAYS

Guatemala’s most spectacular scenery 
and strongest Maya traditions await you 
along this well-traveled route. It could take 
a few months if you stop off to learn some 
Spanish or to take advantage of the great 
sightseeing and hiking possibilities along 
the way.

From the capi tal head first to picturesque 
Antigua, enjoying the country’s finest colonial 
architecture, the great restaurants and the 
traveler and language-student scene. Several 
volcanoes wait to be climbed here including the 
fiery Volcán Fuego – but ask around for current 
conditions before planning anything. From 
Antigua move on to Panajachel on volcano-
ringed Lago de Atitlán. Hop in a boat to check 
out some of the quieter, more traditional Maya 
villages around the lake such as Santiago Atit
lán, where the curious deity Maximón awaits, 
or San Pedro La Laguna, a party town with 
a certain fame countrywide. San Marcos La 
Laguna is much more laidback and a magnet 
for yoga and natural healing types. And Santa 
Cruz La Laguna is just plain tiny and gor-
geous. From the lake, hop a shuttle or chicken 
bus north to Chichicastenango for its huge 
Thursday or Sunday market and, if you’re lucky, 
a religious ceremony where it’s hard to tell 
where the Maya-ism ends and the Catholicism 
starts. 

From Chichicastenango you can follow the 
Interamericana Hwy west along the mountain 
ridges to Quetzaltenango, Guatemala’s clean, 
orderly second city, with a host of intriguing 
villages, markets and natural wonders waiting 
within short bus rides away. From Quetzal-
tenango it’s possible to go further into the hills 
to Todos Santos Cuchumatán, a fascinating 
Maya mountain town with great walking  
possibilities. 

If you have extra time, consider pushing east 
to explore Nebaj and the Ixil Triangle, where 
you’ll find great walking and a strong Maya 
way of life amid stunning scenery. A rough but 
passable road leads further eastward from here, 
passing Uspantan and providing a back-door 
route to Alta Verapaz, where you can check out 
Cobán, Semuc Champey or head further north 
towards Tikal.
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Top: Río Dulce (p211) 
Bottom: Templo I, Gran Plaza (p248), Tikal
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3 
WEEKS

This 1900km round trip takes you to the 
best of Guatemala’s Maya ruins, into its 
dense jungles and to some of its spectacular 
natural marvels, covering the center, east 
and north of the country. Really pushing, 
you might do it in two weeks, but if you have 
four, you’ll enjoy it more.

Start out northeastward from Guatemala 
City and detour south into Honduras to see the 
great Maya site of Copán. Don’t just make it a 
flying visit, though – Copán is a great town and 
there’s plenty to do in the surrounding country-
side. Return to Guatemala and continue north-
eastward to another fine Maya site, Quiriguá, 
where you can marvel at the 10m-plus carved 
stelae and you may just have the place to 
yourself. From there move on to the curious 
Garífuna enclave of Lívingston on the sweaty 
Caribbean coast. Soak in the atmosphere in 
this entirely different corner of Guatemala and 
get in some beach time on the country’s finest 
beaches. Take a boat up the jungle-lined Río 
Dulce, stopping for a dip in the hot springs 
along the way before reaching Río Dulce 
town. Head north up Hwy 13 to chill out at 
Finca Ixobel before continuing to Flores, a 
quaint small town on an island in the Lago de 
Petén Itzá. From Flores, head for Tikal, the 
most majestic of all Maya sites. Spend a night 
at Tikal itself or nearby El Remate. While in 
the Flores/Tikal area, you should have time to 
take in further impressive Maya sites such as 
Yaxhá and Uaxactún. 

From Flores head southwest to the relaxed 
riverside town of Sayaxché, which is at the 
center of another group of intriguing Maya 
sites – Ceibal, Aguateca and Dos Pilas. The 
road south from Sayaxché is now paved all the 
way to Chisec and Cobán, jumping-off points 
for a whole series of pristine natural wonders 
such as jungle-ringed Laguna Lachuá, the 
Grutas de Lanquín and the turquoise lagoons 
and waterfalls of Semuc Champey. Finally, 
make your way back to Guatemala City for  
your flight home.
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3 
WEEKS

This 1900km round trip takes you to the 
best of Guatemala’s Maya ruins, into its 
dense jungles and to some of its spectacular 
natural marvels, covering the center, east 
and north of the country. Really pushing, 
you might do it in two weeks, but if you have 
four, you’ll enjoy it more.

Start out northeastward from Guatemala 
City and detour south into Honduras to see the 
great Maya site of Copán. Don’t just make it a 
flying visit, though – Copán is a great town and 
there’s plenty to do in the surrounding country-
side. Return to Guatemala and continue north-
eastward to another fine Maya site, Quiriguá, 
where you can marvel at the 10m-plus carved 
stelae and you may just have the place to 
yourself. From there move on to the curious 
Garífuna enclave of Lívingston on the sweaty 
Caribbean coast. Soak in the atmosphere in 
this entirely different corner of Guatemala and 
get in some beach time on the country’s finest 
beaches. Take a boat up the jungle-lined Río 
Dulce, stopping for a dip in the hot springs 
along the way before reaching Río Dulce 
town. Head north up Hwy 13 to chill out at 
Finca Ixobel before continuing to Flores, a 
quaint small town on an island in the Lago de 
Petén Itzá. From Flores, head for Tikal, the 
most majestic of all Maya sites. Spend a night 
at Tikal itself or nearby El Remate. While in 
the Flores/Tikal area, you should have time to 
take in further impressive Maya sites such as 
Yaxhá and Uaxactún. 

From Flores head southwest to the relaxed 
riverside town of Sayaxché, which is at the 
center of another group of intriguing Maya 
sites – Ceibal, Aguateca and Dos Pilas. The 
road south from Sayaxché is now paved all the 
way to Chisec and Cobán, jumping-off points 
for a whole series of pristine natural wonders 
such as jungle-ringed Laguna Lachuá, the 
Grutas de Lanquín and the turquoise lagoons 
and waterfalls of Semuc Champey. Finally, 
make your way back to Guatemala City for  
your flight home.
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