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Note: Distances are approximate

Why Go?
It’s a busy place, with throngs of tourists of all ages and  
nationalities smiling for selfies, shuffling on and off shut-
tles, and wandering through gift shops. But simply turn the  
other way, and there it is: the Grand Canyon, a truly majestic 
natural sculpture. And the South Rim, with its 19 official 
overlooks, is the best place to see it.

It’s not just the grandeur of Grand Canyon that draws 
visitors. The South Rim’s museums are the best places to 
explore the area’s human and geologic history, and Mary 
Colter–designed buildings are perhaps the country’s most 
iconic national park architecture.

Despite the South Rim’s popularity, it’s easy to find a spot 
here to discover your own Grand Canyon, a place you won’t 
find in photographs or books. Your connection to this place 
comes in its smells, the breeze on your face, a stolen mo-
ment sitting in the sun alone.

Best Hikes
¨¨ Rim to Rim (p64)

¨¨Hermit Trail to Santa Maria 
Spring (p62)

¨¨ South Kaibab Trail to 
Cedar Ridge (p61)

¨¨ Shoshone Point (p59)

¨¨ Rim Trail (p58)

Best Places to 
Stay

¨¨ El Tovar (p85) 

¨¨Bright Angel Lodge (p84) 

¨¨Desert View Campground 
(p83) 
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 Road Distances (miles)

South Rim
Includes 
Day Hikes. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  58
Overnight Hikes. .  .  .  .  .  64
Cycling. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  69
Driving. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  70
Cross-country Skiing. .  72
Mule Rides. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  72
Ranger Programs. .  .  .  .  74
Grand Canyon Village. .  . 75
Desert View. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  79


