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WORLD-RENOWNED CHÂTEAUX AND 
FINE WINES may be the two most obvious 
reasons to visit central France, but they’re 
only the tip of the iceberg. This region was also 
once the site of Europe’s grandest volcanoes, 
its largest concentration of cave dwellings and 
some of its finest medieval architecture. When 
you’ve had your fill of château gawking and 
vineyard hopping, make some time for roads 
less travelled: wind through the Auvergne’s 
magnificent landscape of green pastures 
and vestigial cinder cones; go underground 
to discover the Loire’s ancient troglodyte 
culture; or spend a week exploring Burgundy’s 
medieval churches, abbeys and walled towns.

Central France is also prime walking and cycling 
country; look for paths wherever you go.
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