
AMAZING 
ROAD TRIPS39

BEST TRIPS
FRANCE’S

 

This edition written and researched by

Oliver Berry
Stuart Butler, Jean-Bernard Carillet, Gregor Clark, 

Donna Wheeler, Nicola Williams

©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd



MAP LEGENDMAP LEGEND

SYMBOLS IN THIS BOOKSYMBOLS IN THIS BOOK

% Telephone 
Number

h Opening Hours

p Parking

n Nonsmoking

a Air-
Conditioning

i Internet 
Access

W Wi-Fi Access

v Vegetarian 
Selection

s Swimming 
Pool

E English-
Language Menu

c Family-
Friendly

# Pet-Friendly

Tips from 
Locals

Top Tips

Link 
Your Trips

Trip 
Detour

5 Eating

Family

History & 
Culture

Food & 
Drink

Outdoors

Essential 
Photo

Walking 
Tour 

4 Sleeping

PLAN YOUR TRIPPLAN YOUR TRIP

Welcome to France ......................... 7

Classic Trips .................................... 8

France Highlights ...........................12

If You Like ...................................... 22

Need to Know ..................................24

City Guide ....................................... 26

France by Region ........................... 32

ON THE ROADON THE ROAD

PARIS & NORTHERN 
FRANCE ............................35

11  Essential 
France ................. 2 Weeks 39

22  A Toast 
to Art .......................7 Days 51

33  Tour des 
Fromages ................5 Days 59

44  In Flanders 
Fields ......................3 Days 67

55  Champagne 
Taster ......................3 Days 75

66  Alsace 
Accents ..................3 Days 85

77  Unesco 
Treasures .............10 Days 93

88  Monet’s 
Normandy ...............4 Days 105

Walk Track/Path

River/Creek
Intermittent River
Swamp/Mangrove
Canal
Water
Dry/Salt/
Intermittent Lake
Glacier

Beach
Cemetery
(Christian)
Cemetery (Other)
Park
Forest

Sportsground

International

Cliff

Capital (National)
Capital
(State/Province)
City/Large Town
Town/Village

State/Province

Steps
Plaza/Mall

Pedestrian
Overpass

Tunnel

Walk Route
Linked Trip
Trip Detour
Trip Route

Airport

Underground
Train Station

Train/Railway

Cable Car/
Funicular

Transport
Urban Area

Trip Stop

Tram

Trip 
Numbers

2

#9

Walking tour

Trip Detour

Hydrography

Areas

Boundaries

Population

Routes

Route Markers

Trips

Parking

1

Lane
Tertiary

Tollway
Freeway
Primary
Secondary

Unsealed Road

Wall

E-road network
National network

E44

M100



CONTENTS

Provence &
Southeast

France p231

Alps &
Eastern
France
p183

Paris &
Northern France

p35

Loire Valley &
Central France

p133

Atlantic Coast &
Western France

p353

Pyrenees &
Southwest France

p313

99  D-Day’s 
Beaches ..................3 Days 113

aa  Breton 
Coast .......................8 Days 123

LOIRE VALLEY & 
CENTRAL FRANCE ..........133

bb  Châteaux of 
the Loire .................5 Days 137

cc  Caves & Cellars 
of the Loire .............3 Days 147

dd  Volcanoes of 
the Auvergne ..........4 Days 157

ee  Medieval 
Burgundy ................6 Days 165

ff  Route des 
Grands Crus ............2 Days 173

ALPS & EASTERN 
FRANCE ..........................183

gg  The 
Jura .........................5 Days 187

hh  Alpine 
Adventure ...............6 Days 195

ii  Foothills of 
the Alps ..................6 Days 205

3



Contents cont.

jj  Beaujolais 
Villages ..................2 Days 213

kk  Rhône 
Valley ......................5 Days 221

PROVENCE & 
SOUTHEAST FRANCE .....231

ll  Roman 
Provence ................7 Days 235

mm  Lavender 
Route .................. 4–5 Days 245

nn  The 
Corniches ...............3 Days 253

oo  Riviera 
Cruising ..................7 Days 263

pp  Modern Art 
Meander .................7 Days 273

qq  Southern Seduction 
en Corse ...............10 Days 283

rr  Corsican Coast 
Cruiser ....................5 Days 293

ss  The 
Camargue ...............4 Days 303

PYRENEES & 
SOUTHWEST FRANCE ....313

tt  Pont du Gard to 
Viaduc du Millau ...5 Days 317

uu  The Cathar 
Trail .........................3 Days 325

vv  Cheat’s 
Compostela ............7 Days 333

ww  
Pyrenees ................7 Days 341

ATLANTIC COAST & 
WESTERN FRANCE .........353

xx  Basque 
Country ...................7 Days 357

yy  Heritage Wine 
Routes .....................5 Days 365

zz  Gourmet 
Dordogne ................3 Days 375

{{  Cave Art of the 
Vézère Valley .........3 Days 383

||  Dordogne’s Fortifi ed 
Villages ..................5 Days 391

}}  The Lot 
Valley ......................3 Days 399

~~  Atlantic 
to Med ...................10 Days 407

ROAD TRIP ROAD TRIP 
ESSENTIALSESSENTIALS

France Driving Guide ....................419

France Travel Guide .....................425

Language ...................................... 433

Index ............................................. 440

4



OUR STORYOUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few 
dollars in the pocket and a 
sense of adventure. In 1972 
that’s all Tony and Maureen 
Wheeler needed for the 
trip of a lifetime – across 
Europe and Asia overland 
to Australia. It took several 
months, and at the end – 

broke but inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and 
stapling together their fi rst travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offi  ces in Melbourne, London and 
Oakland, with more than 600 staff  and writers. We share Tony’s 
belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three things: inform, 
educate and amuse’.

 OUR  OUR 
WRITERSWRITERS

 Read more about Stuart at: lonelyplanet.com/
members/stuartbutler

 Stuart Butler My fi rst encounters with southwest 
France came on family holidays. When I was older I 
spent every summer surfi ng off  the beaches of the 
southwest until one day I found myself so hooked on 
the region that I was unable to leave – I’ve been here 
ever since. When not writing for Lonely Planet I hunt 
for uncharted surf on remote coastlines. The results 
of these trips appear frequently in the world’s surf 
media. My website is www.stuartbutlerjournalist.com.

 My Favourite Trip x Basque Country I’d 
never tire of driving this route; bumbling between 
postcard-pretty villages, strolling Biarritz’ waterfront 
and clambering around the Pyrenean foothills.

 Read more about Oliver at: lonelyplanet.com/
members/oliverberry

 Oliver Berry My fi rst trip to France was a family holiday 
to Provence at the age of two, and I’ve been back many 
times since while working on Lonely Planet’s bestselling 
France guide. I’ve covered nearly every corner of 
L’Hexagone on my travels, but I have an especially soft 
spot for Corsica and the Pyrenees. When not in France, 
I can usually be found wandering the beaches and 
cliff tops of my home county, Cornwall. I’m also a regular 
contributor to many other websites, newspapers and 
magazines, including Lonely Planet Traveller. Check out 
my latest travels at www.oliverberry.com.

 My Favourite Trip w Pyrenees I’m a sucker for 
wild places, and they don’t get much wilder than the snow-
dusted mountains and quiet valleys of the Pyrenees.
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Although the authors and Lonely 
Planet have taken all reasonable 
care in preparing this book, we make 
no warranty about the accuracy or 
completeness of its content and, to 
the maximum extent permitted, dis-
claim all liability arising from its use.



 Read more about Nicola at: lonelyplanet.com/
members/nicolawilliams

 Nicola Williams Originally from Britain, I’ve lived 
in France for over a decade. From my hillside house 
on the southern shore of Lake Geneva, it’s a quick 
and easy motor to the Alps (call me a ski fi end…), 
Paris (art buff …), southern France (foodie…). For 
this Lonely Planet title I clocked up 2500km – all at a 
graceful average speed of 38km/h – on the island of 
Corsica. I blog at tripalong.wordpress.com and tweet 
@Tripalong.

 My Favourite Trip q Southern Seduction 
en Corse The dramatic contrasts in landscape, 
peaking with that cinematic hike down Bonifacio’s 
Escalier du Roi d’Aragon to the sea’s edge, get me 
every time.

 Read more about Gregor at: lonelyplanet.com/
members/gregorclark

 Gregor Clark My fi rst epic French road trip came on 
Bastille Day at age 20. Nearly broke and hitchhiking 
towards my next fruit-picking job, I landed a 400km 
lift from a lost tourist and proceeded to spend the 
night winding through the fi reworks-lit streets of 
every little village in Haute-Provence. To this day, 
I love nothing better than aimlessly wandering 
France’s back roads in search of hidden villages and 
unexpected treasures. I contribute regularly to Lonely 
Planet’s European and South American guidebooks.

 My Favourite Trip i Foothills of the Alps 
for the landscape’s beautiful transition from the high-
mountain greenery of the Vercors to the arid majesty 
of the Verdon.

 Read more about Donna at: lonelyplanet.com/
members/donnawheeler

 Donna Wheeler I’ve been visiting France for many 
years, but I really got to know the south when living 
just over the border in Turin. I’m the author of several 
Lonely Planet guidebooks and have published 
elsewhere on art, architecture and design, history, 
and food. I’m also a creative consultant and travel 
experience planner. My Australian childhood was 
one epic coastal road trip, hunting down the best 
swimming spots and seafood dinners – something 
that stood me in good stead for this assignment.

 My Favourite Trip s The Camargue for the 
wonderful, wayward city of Arles and the wetlands’ 
untamed viridian beauty.

 Jean-Bernard Carillet As a Paris-based (and Metz-
born) journalist and photographer, I was delighted to 
rediscover my own turf. For this Lonely Planet title I 
couldn’t resist the temptation of exploring Burgundy 
and Beaujolais, if only to sample some of the best 
wines in the world. I confess a penchant for the 
Meursault whites (in Burgundy) and the Fleurie reds 
(in Beaujolais).

 My Favourite Trip 8 Monet’s Normandy 
As a Parisian, I regularly set off  to coastal Normandy 
(favourite area: Côte d’Albâtre) to savour a seafood 
platter.
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