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Adam Karlin Born in Washington DC and raised 
in rural Maryland, Adam has written close to 40 
guidebooks for Lonely Planet, from the Andaman 
Islands to the Zimbabwe border, but the place he 
decided to settle is New Orleans, one of his favorite 
cities in the world. For this book he wandered the 
bayous of Louisiana and the backstreets of his 
adopted hometown, and loved every minute of it.

My Favorite Trip k Cajun Country for 
unique landscapes and cultural encounters, from 
crawfish boils to fiddle dancing.

Mariella Krause As someone who was born in 
Oklahoma, lived in Texas and writes about Florida, 
Mariella considers herself an expert on states with a 
panhandle. Seven years ago, she had an epic Florida 
adventure while researching her first-ever Lonely 
Planet guidebook, and this marks the third time she’s 
cruised up and down the entire length of the state in 
search of the best key lime pie, alligator encounters 
and tacky tourist attractions. 

My Favorite Trip 5 Overseas Highway 
to Key West because you get to drive out into the 
middle of the ocean.
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Amy Balfour Like her Scots-Irish ancestors, Amy 
has rambled – and sipped ‘snake-bite medicine’ – all 
over the South. A Southerner, she’s been visiting the 
Outer Banks since she was a child and never tires of 
running down Jockey’s Ridge. Amy has authored or 
co-authored more than 15 books for Lonely Planet, 
including Los Angeles Encounter, Arizona, Hawaii and 
Southwest USA. She has also written for Backpacker, 
Every Day with Rachael Ray, Redbook, Southern Living 
and Women’s Health. 

My Favorite Trip 7 The Great Smokies 
for the safari-like drive through Cades Cove, where 
deer, turkeys and a bear or two romped just beyond 
the windows.

Adam Skolnick Adam writes about travel, culture, 
health and politics for Lonely Planet, Outside, Men’s 
Health and Travel & Leisure. He has co-authored 20 
Lonely Planet guidebooks to destinations in Europe, 
the USA, Central America and Asia, and will from 
here on blame the state of Kentucky for his growing 
bourbon dependency. You can read more of his work 
at www.adamskolnick.com, or find him on Twitter and 
Instagram (@adamskolnick).

My Favorite Trip j The Blues Highway 
takes you from one of America’s secretly great cities, 
Memphis, to the fertile ground where American 
popular music was born.

OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few 
dollars in the pocket and a 
sense of adventure. In 1972 
that’s all Tony and Maureen 
Wheeler needed for the 
trip of a lifetime – across 
Europe and Asia overland 
to Australia. It took several 
months, and at the end – 

broke but inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and 
stapling together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and 
Oakland, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony’s 
belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three things: inform, 
educate and amuse’.
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