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 If southwest Florida was a restaurant, it would specialize in tapas. Covering just 225 miles 
of coastline from Tampa to Naples, this region may be compact, but is far from lacking for 
diversity. Pearly sand dipped into turquoise-flecked seas, fiery red sunsets over the Gulf of 
Mexico, alligators, amusement parks, cigars, art and more than 100 barrier islands are just 
a few dishes on this eclectic menu. 

If you’ve come for the beach, you’re in luck. There are plenty of choices. Venice trumps in 
the laid-back department. Here life involves kicking back at the shrimp shack and sipping a 
frozen cocktail in the sand. If you need posh, you need Naples. Considered one of the best 
beaches in the US, streets are strewn with million-dollar mansions, fine restaurants and chic 
shops. For a good party, pay Fort Myers or St Pete Beach a visit. The college crowd adores 
both. To get back to nature, go to Sanibel Island; a haven for birders, reclusive millionaires 
and shell collectors.

Don’t fill up entirely on beaches, though, because the menu here extends well beyond 
surf and sand. Ride an adrenaline-pumping roller coaster at Busch Gardens. Roll your own 
cigars in Tampa’s historic and happening Ybor City. Discover Dali’s surreal world in slightly 
gritty St Petersburg, which competes with Ybor City for the best bar scene. Go cultural in 
artsy Sarasota, the original circus town, where you can learn the story behind the ‘Greatest 
Show on Earth.’ Or take a boat out to Cabbage Key to grab a cheeseburger in paradise, 
just as Jimmy Buffet did. Who knows? Perhaps this region will inspire you to pen a classic 
tune as well. 

Tampa Bay & 
Southwest Florida  

HIGHLIGHTS   

  Look for alligators as you canoe down the river at 
Myakka River State Park ( p442 ) 

  Take in the casual south-Florida beach-town vibe 
at Venice ( p441 ), which boasts great sand, pretty 
water and front-row seats to those famous ruby-
red gulf sunsets

  Roll your own cigars in Ybor City ( p407 ), a 
historic Tampa neighborhood that also hosts the 
city’s best bar scene

  Mingle with the rich and famous in picture-per-
fect and posh Naples ( p454 ), the chicest beach 
town around

  Camp out in Cayo Costa State Park ( p450 ) – 
this gulf-island jewel is accessible only by boat, 
has pristine beaches, and frequent manatee-
sightings offshore

Naples

State Park
Cayo Costa

State Park
Myakka River

Ybor City

Venice
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TA M PA  B AY  &  S O U T H W E S T  F L O R I D A   • •   H i s t o r y   l o n e l y p l a n e t . c o m

 History  
This area’s modern history began in the mid-
1800s with the construction of the region’s 
first highway, the Tamiami Trail, running be-
tween Tampa and Miami. During this time 
towns began to grow exponentially as the new 
highway brought in more settlers, and pushed 
more American Indians off  their land.

Fort Myers became a nationally recognized 
winter resort after the 1898 construction of 
the Royal Palm Hotel. The rich, famous and 
legendary were quick to snap up surrounding 
property – Thomas Edison and Henry Ford 
both spent winter in private mansions here. 
Today, the money has moved down the road 
to neighboring Naples. This wealthy town 
features multimillion-dollar mansions, luxury 
shopping and more Rolls Royces and Ferraris 
than Honda on its palm-lined streets.

On August 13, 2004 the region, with Fort 
Myers and Sanibel taking especially hard hits, 
was damaged heavily by Hurricane Charley, a 
Category 4 storm that made landfall just north 
of Fort Myers. Hurricane Wilma clobbered the 
area the following year, with the majority of the 
damage centered on Naples  this time.

Climate  
It’s hard to complain. Like the rest of South 
Florida, west-coast temperatures hover 
around the 65°F in the winter (November to 
March). Summertime (June to September) is 
downright steamy, the mercury pegs about 
90°F and there’s a high probability of after-
noon thunderstorms but the ocean breezes 
help. Spring and fall, perfectly pleasant, lie 
somewhere  in between.

 National, State & Regional Parks  
The Bay Area and southwest Florida do not 
lack green space. Camping and canoeing are 
prime at the Hillsborough River State Park 
( p417 ), near Tampa, while the enormous 
Myakka River State Park ( p442 ), near Sarasota, 
excels in hiking and  river-boat touring.

Southwest Florida supports a rich ecosys-
tem which in turn supports vibrant and var-
ied bird species. They’re best appreciated at 
Sanibel’s JN ‘Ding’ Darling National Wildlife 
Refuge ( p452 ), while the Chassahowitzka 
National Wildlife Refuge ( p460 ) supports a 
sweet colony of endangered manatees. These 
gentle creatures also gather at Lee County 
Manatee  Park ( p451 ).

For great state-run, natural beach parks, 
Lover’s Key ( p447 ), Caladesi Island ( p430 ) 
and Cayo Costa Island ( p450 ) are definitely 
a tough trio  to top.

Information  
The tourist industry is well oiled. Each town 
has an active chamber of commerce and a 
visible visitors bureau; details can be found 

��
����
��
��
��
��

��

�����

��
��
��

(50mi)
(27mi); I-10

To Gainesville
(130mi)

Okeechobee
To Lake

(74mi)

(100mi)

(67mi);

(20mi)

(18mi)

To Tallahassee

Miami (100mi);
Fort Lauderdale (122mi)

To Everglades (35mi);

Fort Pierce

Okeechobee
To Lake

To Orlando

To Orlando

M E X I C O
O F

G U L F

Harbour
Charlotte

Bay
Tampa

re
vi

R
ahaw

al
kc

O

rveiRakkay
M

revi
R

ecaeP

r
vei

ReetanaM

re
vi

RaifalA

ooche

rveiRlachtiW

Dade City
Hudson

Brooksville

Tavares
Inverness

North

Beach
Clearwater

Dunedin

Anna Maria

Lakes
Land O'

Springs
Bonita

Beach
Fort Myers

Matlacha

Fort Myers

Port Charlotte
Punta Gorda

Arcadia

Springs
Zolfo

Siesta Key

Longboat Key

Wales
Lake

Tarpon Springs

Springs
Weeki Wachee

Crystal River

Key
Cedar

Springs
Homosassa

Bradenton

Lakeland

St Pete Beach

Clearwater

St Petersburg

Tampa

Fort Myers

Naples

Sarasota

Venice

Ocala

State Wildlife Park
Homosassa Springs

Forest
National

Ocala

Lake
Apopka
Tsala

George
Lake

Island
Marco

Island
Pine

Island
Cayo Costa

Island
Sanibel

Island
Captiva

Lido Key

Sanctuary
Swamp

Corkscrew

Park
Island State
Honeymoon

DeSoto Park
Fort

Park
State

Koreshan

State Park
Myakka River

State Park
Manatree

Lake

Park
River State

Hillsborough

275

75

4

75

75

582

39

19

41

31

17

41

52

41

33

50

44

200

19
441

41

121

50

27

98

60

17

98

70

19

82

40

(toll)

pike

Turn

Florida's

FLORIDA
TAMPA BAY & SOUTHWEST

0 50 km
0 30 miles

404



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




