
Best Places  
to Eat

¨¨ Juurella (p199)

¨¨ Linds Kök (p198)

¨¨ Pavis (p197)

¨¨ Café Fäboda (p205)

¨¨ Gustav Wasa (p202)

Best Places 
to Stay

¨¨ Kylmäpihlajan Majakka 
(p192)

¨¨ Hotel Kantarellis (p201)

¨¨ Hotel Alma (p199)

¨¨ City Hovi (p192)

¨¨ Yyterin Kylpylähotelli 
(p194)

When to Go

May Windsurfing 
season starts 
at the beautiful 
6km-long beach, 
Yyteri.

Jun Outdoor 
waterparks open 
their slides and 
turn on the wave 
machines.

Jul Some big 
festivals: Pori Jazz, 
Seinäjoki’s Tango- 
markkinat and 
Vaasa’s Hietsku 
Rock.

West Coast
Why Go?
Stretching for 500km along the sandy shoreline, Finland’s 
west coast harbours a cache of historic old wooden towns 
such as Uusikaupunki, Kristinestad and Unesco-listed Rau-
ma, founded at the height of the Swedish empire. The area 
still retains strong links with neighbouring Sverige (Swe-
den), with Swedish spoken almost everywhere.

Fantastic summer festivals held in the region include 
the Nordic countries’ biggest folk-music gathering in tiny 
Kaustinen, huge rock and tango festivals in Seinäjoki, and 
world-renowned jazz in Pori.

But the coastline itself is the biggest attraction. Some of 
the best beaches are in and around the arty, seaside city of 
Vaasa, with kids’ amusement parks, waterparks and spas 
on its adjacent island. Stunning beaches also extend south 
of Kalajoki at Hiekkasärkät, where holiday cottages hide 
among the dunes and forests, and the horizon turns a fiery 
kaleidoscope of crimson, orange and magenta hues during 
spectacular sunsets.   

Includes 
Uusikaupunki . . . . . . .       189
Rauma . . . . . . . . . . . . .             190
Pori. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                194
Kristinestad. . . . . . . . .         196
Seinäjoki . . . . . . . . . . .           199
Vaasa . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              199
Jakobstad . . . . . . . . . .         203
Fäboda. . . . . . . . . . . . .            205
Kokkola . . . . . . . . . . . .           205

F DNOSAJJMAMJ

West Coast
°C/°F Temp Rainfall inches/mm 

0/32

-10/14

-20/-4

20/68

30/86

10/50

0

2/50

4/100

6/150 

©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd



W
est Co

ast ﻿
W

est Co
ast ﻿

W
est Co

ast C
o

a
st

 H
ig

h
lig

hts




188

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\
\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

]

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

]

\

\

\

\

\

R

#æ

#

#

#

#

#

#

÷

÷

÷

÷

÷

÷

##

#

–Ù

Ù

SWEDEN

Isojärvi

Lappajärvi

Kyrösjärvi

Puurijäri

Pyhäjärvi

Näsijärvi

Vanajanselka

Luoto

Lestijoki

Nä
rp

es 
å

Åntävänjo ki

Lapuanjoki

Kyron
jok

i

Jockå

Lauhanvuori
(231m)

Bennäs

Bergö

Björkön

Brändövik

Himanka

Honkajoki

Ilmajoki

Isojoki

KarijokiKaskinen Kauhajoki

Kauhava

Kiukainen

Korpi

Korsnäs

Kullaa

Kuortane

Kurikka

Lavia

LeineperiLuvia

Mynämäki

Närpes

Noormarku

Nykarleby

Oravais

Oripää

Pyhäranta

Replot

Sävar

Södra
Vallgrund

Solf

Vammala

Vampula

Vanha
Vaasa

Vläne

Sarviluoma

ForssaLoimaa

Parkano

Virrat

Kokemäki

Huittinen

Lappi Säkylä

Kangasala

Kalanti

Harjavaltha

Mäntyluoto

Sideby

Ähtäri
Alavus

Alastaro

Kiikoinen

Umeå

Parra

Tampere
Pori

Kristinestad

Jakobstad

Kokkola

Kaustinen

Kalajoki

Kokkola-
Pietarsaari
Airport

Kurjenrahka
National Park

Lauhanvuori
National Park

Kauhaneva-
Pohjankangas
National Park

Seitseminen
National

Park

Puurijärvi-
Isosuo

National
Park

Helvetinjärvi
National Park

Fäboda

Pirunpesä
(Devil's
Nest)

Yyteri

LÄNSI-
SUOMI

LÄNSI-
SUOMEN

Pohjanlahti

Kylmäpihlaja

/·8

/·13

/·16

/·8

/·3
/·E12

/·8

/·23

/·23

/·11

/·2
/·44 /·12

/·3

/·2
/·12

/·41

/·8 /·E63

/·9

/·E63/·43

/·E63

/·43

#f

0̧Rd 19

#4Hiekkasärkät

0̧Rd 749

#1Rauma

D

Turku (30km)

D

Oulu
(130km)

0 50 km
0 25 miles#e

#6
Vaasa

#3

Kvarken
Archipelago

#5
Seinäjoki

#7
Sammallahdenmäki

#2
Uusikaupunki

West Coast 
Highlights
1 Wandering the 
colourful Unesco 
World Heritage–listed 
wooden Old Town of 
Rauma (p190)

2 Pondering 
outlandish retro-
futuristic inventions 
at Uusikaupunki’s 
humorous Bonk 
Museum (p189) 

3  Cruising 
(p203) the rapidly 
rising islands of the 
scattered Kvarken 
Archipelago

4  Nordic walking 
(p206) through the 
white-sand dunes of 
the sport’s birthplace, 
Hiekkasärkät

5 Zipping to the 
top of modernist 
architect Alvar Aalto’s 
Lakeuden Risti 
Church (p198) to 
view his harmonious 
town centre in 
Seinäjoki

6 Taking in natural 
history exhibits and 
artworks by Finnish 
and international 
masters at Vaasa’s 
diverse Pohjanmaan 
Museo (p199) 

7 Surveying 
the stone burial 
cairns scattered 
through the forest 
at the Bronze Age 
Sammallahdenmäki 
(p194) burial site


