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Why Go?

Beautiful Turku reclines along its grassy-banked river, flow-
ing from Gothic cathedral to medieval castle. This seafar-
ing city was once the capital of Finland, and its fascinating
history is matched by an equally attractive present. Turku
challenges Helsinki’s cultural cred with excellent galleries,
museums and restaurants, while rocking music festivals
electrify the summer air. Historic Naantali, the home of
Muumimaailma (Moominworld), makes a perfect side trip.

The south-coast towns, stretching to either side of Hel-
sinki, share Turku’s maritime heritage. Kotka’s port remains
a tough worker, while Hamina’s fortress-town glory days
make it a veteran with war stories to tell. Hanko, with its
venerable villas and vibrant regatta, is a silver fox with im-
mense powers of charm.

And everywhere there are islands, providing great yacht-
ing challenges or sea-salt retreats. The 20,000-strong Turku
archipelago creates a sea-full of stepping stones across to
Aland and Sweden.

‘When to Go
TURKU

°C/°F Temp
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Rainfall inches/mm
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Mar Turku's Jul Boats race Aug Marching
venerable jazz in the Hanko and military
festival keeps Regatta, famous music at the

the winter blues for its carnival weeklong Hamina
at bay. atmosphere. Tattoo.
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