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Aland Archipelago

Includes » Why Go?

Mariehamn.............cco.... 121 The sweeping Aland archipelago is a kooky geopolitical en-

Mainland Aland & tity: the islands belong to Finland, speak Swedish, but have

Around.........coeeneineins 127 their own parliament, fly their own blue-gold-and-red flag,
issue their own stamps and have their own web suffix: ‘dot
ax. Their ‘special relationship’ with the EU means they can
sell duty free and make their own gambling laws.

The sunniest spot in northern Europe, in summer Aland
attracts crowds of holidaying Swedes and Finns with its
balmy weather and sandy beaches. The capital’s bars, res-
taurants and ice-cream outlets teem with people; but once

Hammarland. you get out of Mariehamn, a sleepy haze hangs over the is-
Ecker6 lands’ tiny villages. Finding your own remote beach among
Lemland the 6500 skerries and islets is surprisingly easy. A lattice of
Lumparland... bridges and free cable ferries connect the central islands,
while larger car ferries run to the archipelago’s outer reach-
es. Aland is also bicycle heaven, with flat, compact scenery
and excellent cycle routes.
Best Places to Eat
» Indigo (pl24)
» ASS Paviliong (p125) When to Go
» Bagarstugan (p125) ALAND ARCHIPELAGO
°C/°F Temp Rainfall inches/mm
30/86 — —6/150
Best Places to o5
Stay 10750 [ ] °0 0 o —4/100
» Hotell Arkipelag (p123) v o o 0 - o
» Kvarnbo Gasthem (p131) 108 ® o
» Hotell Brudhall (p133) s o
» Karingsund (p134) JoFoMoAM o) A S O N D
Feb & Mar Skate Jun Decorated Jul Festivities at
the frozen seas poles are raised Kastelholms Slott
in the northern around the on Gustav Wasa
archipelago islands during Days.
islands. Midsummer.




International Ferry
Interisland Ferry

Bicycle Ferry GULF OF
BOTHNIA
A
® 10 miles 2™
Ding Geta
A Getabergen
Halls!, geta
o
0 Vistra Qstra
i Simskila | Simskala
Basts 1Vdds Orrdals
Skarpnato @ =9 () ® A Klint
Skag © 8510 Oukarby { Sal.[.wkl\ © Sveden/
Fanghergsoda Tengsodavik . Sando
gvarnbo
(g3 Finstrém Boreb Lévo @
Eckers Bovike>To | o @ sorghoda Virdo
. R Lillbolstad Vargatao ©
Karingsund @ N\orby° o Sund
e Kyrkoby 0 Godby © 06 4
: Hummelyik
Storby '+ Kattboy Hammérland Kasl(:jelm(t)lms Finby Bc?;lgsund
Torp @ o Ingbyberget o
il ALAND Ahvenanmaan frisee
— R0 Jomal, Jomoalao Lumparn
To Grisslehamn Degersand Onningeby  Lumpd
Gottby @ Lemstrom Langnis
@ Canal 0
Djurvik © [}
Mariehamn / Lumparland
Lembdte ©Norrby ©.5vind
o Lemland
Aland o
Sea Degerby
Jarso
Hemdn  “pisrkor

To Stockholm;
Kapel/skér/

\ To Helsinki;
Tallinn

Aland Archipelago Highlights

@ Running the ramparts and
marvelling at the cannonball-
scarred ruins at Bomarsund
(p128)

@ Climbing aboard the

pride of Mariehamn, the four-

masted barque Pommern
(p121)

© Choosing your favourite
church: is it the art nouveau
glory of Sankt Géran’s Kyrka
(p122) or perhaps the quaint

charm of Sankta Maria
Magdalena Kyrka (p132)?
@ Watching history come to
life with jousting and feasting
at Kastelholms Slott (p128)





