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Read more about Nicola at: https://auth. 
lonelyplanet.com/profiles/nicolawilliams

NICOLA WILLIAMS 

British writer Nicola Williams has lived in France and 
written about it for more than a decade. From her 
hillside house on the southern shore of Lake Geneva, 
road trips beckon to Provence, Paris, the Dordogne 
and onwards to the Atlantic Coast where she has 
spent endless years revelling in its extraordinary 
landscapes, architecture and seafaring cuisine. 
Nicola has worked on numerous Lonely Planet titles, 
including Discover France and Paris. Find her on 
Twitter and Instagram at @Tripalong.

Read more about Neil at https://auth.lonelyplanet.
com/profiles/neilwilson

NEIL WILSON

Neil was born in Scotland and has lived there most 
of his life. Based in Perthshire, he has been a full-
time writer since 1988, working on more than 80 
guidebooks, including the Lonely Planet guides to 
Scotland, England, Ireland and Prague. An outdoors 
enthusiast since childhood, Neil is an active hill-
walker, mountain-biker, sailor, snowboarder, fly-fisher 
and rock-climber, and has climbed and tramped in 
four continents, including ascents of Jebel Toubkal in 
Morocco, Mount Kinabalu in Borneo and the Old Man 
of Hoy in the Orkney Islands.

590



BRENDAN SAINSBURY 

Originally from Hampshire, England, Brendan first 
went to Spain on an Inter-rail ticket in the 1980s. He 
went back as a travel guide several years later and 
met his wife-to-be in a small village in rural Andalucía 
in 2003. He has been writing books for Lonely Planet 
for a decade, including four previous editions of the 
Spain and Andalucía guides. Brendan loves Granada, 
the writing of Federico Lorca, cycling along via 
verdes, and attending as many flamenco shows as his 
research allows.

ANDY SYMINGTON 

Though he hails from Australia, Andy’s great-
grandfather emigrated to Portugal in the 19th century 
and that side of his family still calls the country home. 
This connection means that he has been a frequent 
visitor to the country since birth, and now nips across 
the border very frequently from his home in Spain. 
Andy has authored and co-authored numerous Lonely 
Planet and other guidebooks.

DANIEL ROBINSON

Co-author (with Tony Wheeler) of Lonely Planet’s first 
Paris guide, Daniel has been writing about France 
for over 25 years. Passionate about history, he is 
always moved by the grand châteaux of the Loire, the 
sombre cemeteries of the Somme, and the dramatic 
and tragic events that both embody. Daniel’s travel 
writing has appeared in the New York Times, National 
Geographic Traveler and many other publications 
and has been translated into 10 languages. He 
holds degrees in history from Princeton and Tel Aviv 
University.

RYAN VER BERKMOES 

Ryan once lived in Germany. He spent three years in 
Frankfurt, during which time he edited a magazine 
until he got a chance for a new career with... Lonely 
Planet. One of his first jobs was working on Lonely 
Planet’s Germany coverage. He loves smoked fish, 
which serves him well in the north, and he loves beer, 
which serves him well everywhere in Germany. Follow 
him at ryanverberkmoes.com and @ryanvb.

Read more about Ryan at: https://auth.
lonelyplanet.com/profiles/ryanvb

Read more about Andy at: https://auth.
lonelyplanet.com/profiles/andysymington

Read more about Brendan at: https://auth.
lonelyplanet.com/profiles/brendansainsbury
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SALLY O’BRIEN 

Australian-born Sally, a Lonely Planet writer since 
2001, has called Switzerland home since 2007. 
Swapping her surfboard for a snowboard, the beach 
for the lake and the barbecue for the caquelon, she 
loves exploring Switzerland’s charming cities, the 
sublime Alps and lakes, and catching cable cars and 
trains to stunning vantage points. It’s only fitting that 
she became a naturalised Swiss citizen while on the 
road for this guide. She lives with her husband, Denis, 
and their sons in the Lake Geneva region. Sally tweets 
@swissingaround.

CATHERINE LE NEVEZ

Catherine’s wanderlust kicked in when she 
roadtripped across Europe aged four. She’s 
been hitting the road at every opportunity since, 
completing her Doctorate of Creative Arts in Writing, 
Masters in Professional Writing, and post-graduate 
qualifications in editing and publishing along the way. 
Over the last dozen-plus years she’s written scores of 
Lonely Planet guides, along with numerous print and 
online articles, covering destinations all over Europe 
and far beyond.

Read more about Paula at: https://auth.
lonelyplanet.com/profiles/paulahardy

Read more about Catherine at: https://auth.
lonelyplanet.com/profiles/catherine_le_nevez

Read more about Josephine at: https://auth.
lonelyplanet.com/profiles/josephinequintero

JOSEPHINE QUINTERO 

Spain is Josephine’s favourite country on earth and 
she has lived in Málaga province on the Costa del 
Sol for over 20 years. As well as co-authoring four 
editions of the Lonely Planet Spain title, she has 
worked on the Andalucía regional guide and numerous 
other Lonely Planet titles. For this book her highlight 
was discovering still more fine dining venues in the 
cobbled Marbella backstreets. 

PAULA HARDY

From the slopes of Valpolicella to the shores of Lake 
Como and the spritz-fuelled bars of Venice and Milan, 
Paula has been contributing to Lonely Planet Italian 
guides for over 15 years, including previous editions 
of Venice & the Veneto, Pocket Milan, The Italian Lakes, 
Sicily, Sardinia, Puglia & Basilicata and Italy. When 
she’s not scooting around the bel paese, she writes 
for a variety of travel publications and websites. 
Currently she divides her time between London, Italy 
and Morocco, and tweets her finds @paula6hardy.
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Read more about Marc at: https://auth.
lonelyplanet.com/profiles/Madidu

MARC DI DUCA 

A well-established travel guide author, Marc has 
explored many corners of Germany over the last 25 
years but it’s to the quirky variety and friendliness 
of Bavaria that he returns most willingly. When not 
hiking Alpine valleys, eating snowballs in Rothenburg 
ob der Tauber or brewery hopping in Bamberg, he can 
be found in Sandwich, Kent, where he lives with his 
wife, Tanya, and their two sons.

Read more about Peter at https://auth.
lonelyplanet.com/profiles/peterdragicevich

PETER DRAGICEVICH

After a successful career in niche newspaper 
and magazine publishing, both in his native New 
Zealand and in Australia, Peter finally gave into Kiwi 
wanderlust, giving up staff jobs to chase his diverse 
roots around much of Europe. Over the last decade 
he’s written literally dozens of guidebooks for Lonely 
Planet on an oddly disparate collection of countries, 
all of which he’s come to love. He once again calls 
Auckland, New Zealand his home – although his 
current nomadic existence means he’s hardly ever 
there.

Read more about Duncan at: https://auth. 
lonelyplanet.com/profiles/duncangarwood

DUNCAN GARWOOD

A Brit travel writer based in the Castelli Romani hills 
just outside Rome, Duncan has clocked up tens of 
thousands of kilometres driving through Italy and 
exploring its far-flung reaches. He’s co-author of 
the Rome city guide and has contributed to a host of 
Lonely Planet guidebooks including Italy, Piedmont, 
Sicily, Sardinia, and Naples and the Amalfi Coast. He 
has also written on Italy for newspapers, websites and 
magazines.

Read more about Anthony at: https://auth.
lonelyplanet.com/profiles/anthonyham

ANTHONY HAM 

In 2001, Anthony fell in love with Madrid on his first 
visit to the city. Less than a year later, he arrived 
on a one-way ticket, with not a word of Spanish and 
not knowing a single person. After ten years living 
in the city, he recently returned to Australia with his 
Spanish-born family, but he still adores his adopted 
country as much as the first day he arrived. When he’s 
not writing for Lonely Planet, Anthony writes about 
and photographs Spain, Scandinavia, the Middle East, 
Australia and Africa for newspapers and magazines 
around the world. See www.anthonyham.com.



FIONN DAVENPORT

Irish by birth and conviction, Fionn has been writing 
about his native country for more than two decades. 
He’s come and gone over the years, pulled abroad 
to escape Dublin’s comfortable stasis and by the 
promise of adventure, but it has cemented his belief 
that Ireland remains his favourite place to visit, if not 
always live in. These days, he has a weekly commute 
home to Dublin from Manchester, where he lives with 
his partner Laura and their car, Trevor. In Dublin he 
presents Inside Culture on RTE Radio 1 and writes 
travel features for a host of publications, including 
The Irish Times.

Read more about Kerry at: https://auth.
lonelyplanet.com/profiles/KerryChristiani

KERRY CHRISTIANI 

Kerry's research for this guide included parts of 
Portugal and France. Her love affair with Portugal 
began as a child clambering along the cliffs of the 
Algarve. She later fell for the rest of the country – its 
captivating landscapes, super-friendly locals, fresh 
seafood and photogenic light. She’s been travelling in 
her beloved France since she first visited in her school 
days to brush up her français, which she went on to 
study to MA level. Kerry authors a number of Lonely 
Planet’s central and southern European titles and 
tweets @kerrychristiani.

Read more about Stuart at: https://auth.
lonelyplanet.com/profiles/stuartbutler

STUART BUTLER 

Stuart’s first childhood encounters with Spain came 
on a school trip to the far south of Spain and family 
holidays along the north coast. These left lasting 
impressions and when he was older he spent every 
summer on the Basque beaches, until one day he 
found he was unable to tear himself away – he’s 
been in the region ever since. His travels for Lonely 
Planet, and a wide variety of magazines, have taken 
him beyond Spain, to the shores of the Arctic, the 
mountains of Asia and the savannahs of Africa. His 
website is www.stuartbutlerjournalist.com.

Read more about Oliver at: https://auth. 
lonelyplanet.com/profiles/oliverberry

OLIVER BERRY 

Oliver Berry has explored nearly every corner of 
France for Lonely Planet, travelling all the way 
from the mountains of Corsica to the beaches of 
Normandy. He has also photographed and written 
about France for many newspapers, magazines 
and online publications. When not in France, he can 
usually be found wandering the beaches and clifftops 
of his home county, Cornwall. His latest work is 
published at oliverberry.com.
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OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few 
dollars in the pocket and a 
sense of adventure. In 1972 
that’s all Tony and Maureen 
Wheeler needed for the 
trip of a lifetime – across 
Europe and Asia overland 
to Australia. It took several 
months, and at the end – 

broke but inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and 
stapling together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Franklin, London, Melbourne, 
Oakland, Dublin, Beijing and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and 
writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook should do 
three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

ISABEL ALBISTON

After growing up near Belfast, Isabel spent the next 
15 years travelling and living all over the world. She 
has written for newspapers and magazines while 
based in London, Sydney and Buenos Aires; she 
has also worked on Lonely Planet titles such as 
Borneo and Malaysia, Singapore & Brunei. But it’s in 
coming home to Ireland that she’s been able to fully 
appreciate this beautiful corner of the world, from the 
bracing breezes of the Atlantic coast to the warmth of 
its cosy pubs. 

BELINDA DIXON 

Only happy when her feet are suitably sandy, Belinda 
has been (gleefully) travelling, researching and 
writing for Lonely Planet since 2006. It’s seen her 
marvelling at Stonehenge at sunrise; scrambling 
up Italian mountain paths; horse riding across 
Donegal’s golden sands; kayaking down south Devon 
rivers; gazing at Verona’s frescoes; fossil hunting on 
Dorset’s Jurassic Coast. A trained radio journalist, 
her innate nosiness means few likely-looking sleep 
spots go unexplored. See her VideoBlog posts at 
https://belindadixon.com

Read more about Isabel at: https://auth.
lonelyplanet.com/profiles/isabelalbiston

Read more about Belinda at: https://auth.
lonelyplanet.com/profiles/belindadixon
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