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Directory A-Z

Accommodation

Europe offers the fullest
possible range of accommo-
dation for all budgets. In this
guide we've listed reviews
by budget, then author pref-
erence.

Unless otherwise stated in
individual reviews or in coun-
try directories, all hotels and
hostels in this book include a
private bathroom and do not
include breakfast.

Price Ranges

Rates are for high season.
Prices often drop at other
times by as much as 50%.
High season in ski resorts is
usually between Christmas
and New Year and around
the February to March winter
holidays.

Each sleeping option has
an indicative price category
(from € to €€€) - these
correspond to the price of
the room relative to that
country’s price breakdown.

Reservations

During peak holiday periods,
particularly Easter, summer
and Christmas — and any
time of year in popular desti-
nations such as London, Paris
and Rome - it's wise to book
ahead. Most places can be
reserved online. Always try to
book directly with the estab-
lishment; this means you're
paying just for your room,
with no surcharge going to

a hostel- or hotel-booking
website.

B&Bs & Guesthouses

Guesthouses (pension, Gast-
haus, chambre d’héte etc)
and B&Bs (bed and break-
fasts) offer greater comfort
than hostels for a marginally

affairs, normally with shared
bathrooms.

In some destinations, par-
ticularly in Eastern Europe,
locals wait in train stations
touting rented rooms. Just be
sure such accommodation
isn'tin a far-flung suburb
that requires an expensive
taxi ride to and from town.
Confirm the price before
agreeing to rent a room and
remember that it's unwise to
leave valuables in your room
when you go out.

B&Bs in the UK and
Ireland often aren't really
budget accommodation —
even the lowliest tend to have
midrange prices, and there is
a new generation of ‘design-
er' B&Bs which are positively
top end.

Camping

Most camping grounds are
some distance from city
centres; we list easily acces-
sible camping grounds only,
or include sites where it's
common for travellers to bed

i down en masse under the
: stars (for example, on some
i Greek islands).

National tourist offices
provide lists of camping
grounds and camping or-

higher price. Most are simple ; ganisations. Also see www.

i+ coolcamping.co.uk for details

on prime campsites across
Europe.

There will usually be a
charge per tent or site, per
person and per vehicle. In
busy areas and in busy sea-
sons, it's sometimes neces-
sary to book.

Camping other than
at designated grounds is
difficult in Western Europe,
because it's hard to find a
suitably private spot.

Camping is also illegal
without the permission of the
local authorities (the police
or local council office) or
the landowner. Don't be shy
about asking; you might be
pleasantly surprised.

In some countries, such
as Austria, the UK, France
and Germany, free camping
is illegal on all but private
land, and in Greece it's illegal
altogether but not enforced.
This doesn't prevent hikers
from occasionally pitching
their tent, and you'll usually
get away with it if you have

BOOK YOUR STAY ONLINE

For more accommodation reviews by Lonely Planet au-
thors, check out www.lonelyplanet.com/hotels/. You'll
find independent reviews, as well as recommendations on
the best places to stay. Best of all, you can book online.
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